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St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Gonbosky, O Brien, Blalock, Kessler, Doumt, Tokuda
and Murray

Read first tinme 03/05/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The result of the Suprenme Court decision in the case of
Buckl ey v. Vvallejo, has made it inpossible for |ocal, state, or federal
governnment to limt the anobunt of noney that can be spent on canpai gns
for elective office; and

VWHEREAS, The | evel of spending on canpaigns for state and federal
of fice has dramatically increased in recent years, nmaking the political
process and denocrati c governance i ncreasingly responsive to the power
of noney; and

WHEREAS, The public believes by overwhelmng margins that
limtations shoul d be i nposed on t he anmount of nobney spent on canpai gns
and feels increasingly disenfranchi sed by the ever-expandi ng | evel of
funding required for canpaigns for political office; and
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WHEREAS, The expanded | evel of funding for canpaigns for political
office has resulted in increasing public concern with the undue
i nfluence of | arge canpaign contributors on the political process; and

WHEREAS, The influence of dramatically expanded | evel s of canpai gn
funding is leading to a distortion of our denocracy, mnmeking it harder
for the voices of ordinary citizens to be heard in the politica
process;

NOW  THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that a
constitutional amendnent be drafted and introduced to limt the anount
of noney that can be spent on canpai gns.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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