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St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sherstad, Backlund, Cody, Thonpson, O Brien,
D. Schm dt, Lanbert and Ski nner

Read first tinme 02/03/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

WHEREAS, |Inproving patient access to quality health care is a
par anount national goal; and

VWHEREAS, The key to inproved health care, especially for persons
with serious unnmet nedical needs, is the rapid approval of safe and
ef fecti ve new drugs, biological products, and nedi cal devices; and

WHEREAS, Mnimzing the delay between discovery and eventual
approval of a new drug, biological product, or nedical device derived
fromresearch conducted by innovative pharnaceuti cal and bi ot echnol ogy
conpani es could inprove the lives of mllions of Anericans; and

WHEREAS, Current limtations on the dissem nation of information
about pharmaceutical products reduce the availability of information to
physi ci ans, other health care professionals, and patients, and unfairly
limt the right of free speech guaranteed by the First Anendnent to the
United States Constitution; and
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WHEREAS, The current rules and practices governing the review of
new drugs, biological products, and nedical devices by the United
States Food and Drug Admnistration can delay approvals and are
unnecessarily expensive;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that the
Congress of the United States address this inportant issue by enacting
conprehensive legislation to facilitate the rapid review and approval
of innovative new drugs, biological products, and nedical devices,
W t hout conprom sing patient safety or product effectiveness.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and to each nenber of the United
States Senate and the United States House of Representatives.

~-- END ---
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