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St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives McMrris, Sunp, Schoesler, Milliken, Koster, Boldt,
Smth, Melke, Sterk, Pennington and Dunn

Read first time 01/29/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

TO THE HONORABLE WLLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER CF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED:

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, The founders of this nation recognized the legitimcy of
all ocating political power on a basis other than popul ati on; and

WHEREAS, The founders provided that the President of this nation
shoul d be el ected by the el ectoral college rather than by popul ar vote;
and

WHEREAS, The founders of this nation provided that every state in
the uni on woul d have two senators wi thout regard to popul ati on; and

VWHEREAS, For nore than one hundred fifty years the states of this
union were free to allocate political power anong persons and i nterests
in a manner that considered interests other than popul ation; and

WHEREAS, The United States Suprene Court in Baker v. Carr, 369 U. S.
186 (1962), and its progeny including Reynolds v. Sins, 377 U S. 533
(1964), has denied the states their historical power to have a State
House of Representatives that is apportioned on the basis of popul ation
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but a State Senate apportioned in a manner that reflects other val ues
and interests; and

WHEREAS, States that have a bicanmeral |egislature should be all owed
to apportion their state senates in any manner they w sh while they
mai ntai n a popul ati on-based apportionnent in state houses;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully pray that in
accordance with Article V of the United States Constitution the
Congress propose to the several states an anmendnent to the Constitution
that would allow states with bicaneral |egislatures to apportion the
| oner house on the basis of population but the upper chanber in any
manner that they feel is appropriate.

BE IT RESCLVED, That <copies of this Menorial be imediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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