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HOUSE JO NT MEMORI AL 4003

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Koster, Milliken, Lanbert, Sherstad, Sterk
Backl und, Smth, Boldt, McMorris, Johnson and Bush

Read first tine 01/23/97. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

TO THE HONORABLE W LLIAM J. CLINTON, PRESIDENT OF THE UN TED
STATES, AND TO THE PRESI DENT OF THE SENATE AND THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE
OF REPRESENTATI VES, AND TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATI VES OF
THE UNI TED STATES, | N CONGRESS ASSEMBLED

We, your Menorialists, the Senate and House of Representatives of
the State of Washington, in legislative session assenbl ed, respectfully
represent and petition as foll ows:

VWHEREAS, In Novenber 1989, the United Nations adopted the
"Convention on the Rights of the Child" (the Convention); and

VWHEREAS, In February 1995, the United States Pernmanent
Representative to the United Nations signed the Convention, with the
intent that the President submt it to the United States Senate for
ratification; and

WHEREAS, The Convention i nappropriately and unm st akably i nfringes
upon parental rights in that it divests from parents the ability to
decide what health care options are in the best interest of their
chil dren; and

WHEREAS, The Convention grants to children the authority to
i ndependently make all nedical decisions wthout parental consent and
provides that the cost of care is to be borne by the governnent; and

p. 1 HIM 4003



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

N NN NRRRRRRRRPR P
W Nk OO oo N O D WOWDN - O

WHEREAS, The Convention hinders parents’ ability to educate their
children in religious matters and woul d repl ace parental best judgnment
with the child s judgnment; and

WHEREAS, The Convention grants to civil service bureaucrats the
authority to inpose upon parents standards regarding children’s
physical, nmental, noral, spiritual, and social devel opnent; and

WHEREAS, The Convention violates parents’ fundanental rights to
direct the upbringing of their children, by vesting in children an
exclusive right of privacy that nay be exercised against all others,
i ncl udi ng parents; and

WHEREAS, The Convention inproperly intrudes into the sphere of

parental authority by creating a civil service bureaucracy for
identification, reporting, referral, investigation, treatnent, and
prosecution of any individual, including parents, who all egedly violate

the "rights" bestowed by the Conventi on;

NOW THEREFORE, Your Menorialists respectfully and fervently pray
that Senate adoption of the Convention on the Rights of the Child be
deni ed.

BE IT RESCLVED, That copies of this Menorial be immediately
transmtted to the Honorable WIlliam J. dinton, President of the
United States, the President of the United States Senate, the Speaker
of the House of Representatives, and each nmenber of Congress fromthe
State of Washi ngt on.

~-- END ---
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