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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON 4408

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Thonpson, Buck, Shel don, Sunp, Al exander and DeBol t)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

WHEREAS, The legislature is the ultimate trustee of the state’'s
forest trust |ands; and

WHEREAS, The | egislature is concerned that the trust beneficiaries
of our state forest lands receive all the benefits of those lands to
which they are entitled; and

VWHEREAS, The | egislature is concerned that the rate of return
generated by the current managenent of state forest lands is | ess than
what it could be if the lands were nmanaged under an alternative
appr oach;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, By the House of Representatives of
the state of Washington, the Senate concurring, That there is created
a joint select coomttee on the nmanagenent of state forest lands to
conpare the current managenent approach on state forest lands wth
managenent approaches used in the private sector, and to make
recommendations to the legislature and to the departnent of natura
resources based on its findings; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee shal
consist of eight nenbers, four nenbers from the House of
Representatives and four nenbers fromthe Senate. The speaker of the
House of Representatives shall appoint the House nenbers, appointing
two nenbers from each caucus. The president of the Senate shall
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appoi nt the Senate nenbers, appointing two nmenbers from each caucus.
The commttee shall choose a chair and vice-chair from anong its
menber shi p; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee shal
scrutinize current nmanagenent practices used on state forest | ands and
shal | conpare these managenent practices to t he nmanagenent regi nes used
on privately owned comercial tinber |ands. At a mnimm the
commttee shall conpare nmanagenent policies and the associated costs
and returns of:

(1) The choice and production of nursery stock;

(2) Tree planting;

(3) Interim silvicultural operations such as fertilizing,
application of pesticides, and thinning;

(4) Approaches to conpliance with the federal endangered species
act; and

(5) Harvest quantities and policies.

The conmmttee shall also analyze the effect of current federa

policy on log exports from public lands and shall identify the
difference this creates in returns generated by state forest | ands
versus private commercial forest |ands. The departnment of natural

resources shall provide information to the commttee necessary to
conplete its analysis; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee shall be
staffed by Senate comm ttee services and the House of Representatives
of fice of programresearch; and

BE |IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee shall
conplete its analysis and report its recommendations to the Legi sl ature
by Decenber 1, 1997; and

BE | T FURTHER RESCLVED, That the joint select comnmttee expires
April 1, 1998.

~-- END ---
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