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HOUSE CONCURRENT RESCLUTI ON 4407

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives O enents, Chandler and Honeyford

Read first tinme 02/20/97. Referred to Commttee on Agriculture &
Ecol ogy.

WHEREAS, Water supplies avail able for various water users and uses
inthe |lower Yakima Valley are | ess than water demands during critical
months in water-short years yet a natural oversupply in other nonths
causes flooding in the valley; and

VWHEREAS, The shortage in availability is evidenced by proratable
wat er users being delivered only a portion of their normal supply of
wat er during the water-short years; and

WHEREAS, The general adjudication of water rights currently being
conducted in the Yakima basin will identify who has rights to water,
the anmpbunts they are entitled to, and the order of priority of the
rights, but it will not supply any additional water to the basin; and

WHEREAS, Finding ways to <control flooding while providing
additional water for irrigation, nmunicipal and other out-of-stream
uses, and for fisheries and other in-streamuses is essential to the
future of the | ower Yakim basin; and

WHEREAS, Fl ood control and water storage enhancenents in the | ower
Yaki ma basin are neans of providing these objectives;

NOW THEREFORE, BE | T RESOLVED, By the Senate of the state of
Washi ngton, the House of Representatives concurring, That a joint
select conmttee on Yakima Valley water storage be established to
exam ne neans of increasing existing water storage in Bunping Lake and
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of creating new water storage in Pine Hollow and ot her areas of Yakinma
county; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select conmttee consist of
six menbers with three nenbers appoi nted by the Speaker of the House of
Representatives, two fromthe majority party caucus and one fromthe
mnority party caucus in the House of Representatives, and three
menbers appoi nted by the President of the Senate, two fromthe majority
party caucus and one fromthe mnority party caucus in the Senate, and
that the nmenbers of the joint select conmttee select cochairs of the
commttee, one from the House of Representatives and one from the
Senate; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That staff support for the joint select
commttee be provided by the office of programresearch of the House of
Representati ves and Senate commttee services; and

BE | T FURTHER RESOLVED, That the joint select commttee report its
recomendations to the |legislature by Decenber 1, 1997.

~-- END ---
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