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HOUSE BI LL 3110

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Mastin, Buck and K. Schm dt

Read first tinme 02/04/98. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Relating to environnental mtigation of transportation
projects; anmending RCW47.12.330; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that fish passage,
fish habitat, wetlands, and fl ood managenent are critical issues in the
ef fecti ve managenent of wat ersheds in Washi ngton. The | egislature al so
finds that the state of Washington invests a considerable anmount of
resources on environnmental mtigation activities related to fish
passage, fish habitat, wetlands, and fl ood managenent. The depart nent
of transportation’s advanced environnental mtigation revol vi ng account
est abl i shed under RCW47. 12. 340, is a key fundi ng conponent i n bringing
envi ronment al mtigation together wth conprehensive watershed
managenent .

Sec. 2. RCWA47.12.330 and 1997 ¢ 140 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

For the purpose of environnental mtigation of transportation
projects, the departnent may acquire or develop, or both acquire and
devel op, environnmental mtigation sites in advance of the construction
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of programed projects. The term "advanced environnental mtigation”
means mtigation of adverse inpacts wupon the environment from
transportation projects before their design and construction. Advanced
environnental mtigation consists of the acquisition of property; the
acquisition of property, water, or air rights; the devel opnent of
property for the purposes of inproved environnental nanagenent;
engi neering costs necessary for such purchase and devel opnent; and the
use of advanced environnmental mtigation sites to fulfill project
environmental permt requirenents. Advanced environnental mtigation
nmust be conducted in a manner that is consistent wwth the definition of
mtigation found in the council of environnmental quality regul ations
(40 C.F.R Sec. 1508.20) and the governor’s executive order on wetl ands
(EO90-04). Advanced environnental mtigationis for projects approved
by the transportation comm ssion as part of the state’'s six-year plan
or included in the state hi ghway system plan. Advanced environnent al
mtigation must give consideration to activities related to fish

passage, fish habitat, wetlands, and flood managenent. Advanced

environmental mtigation may also be conducted in partnership with
federal, state, or local governnment agencies, tribal governnents,
interest groups, or private parties. Partnershi p arrangenents may
include joint acquisition and developnent of mtigation sites,
purchasing and selling mtigation bank credits anong participants, and
transfer of mtigation site title fromone party to another. Specific
conditions of partnership arrangenents will be developed in witten
agreenents for each applicable environnental mtigation site.
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