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SECOND SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3049

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmttee on Appropriations (originally sponsored by
Representatives Linville, Chandler, Fisher, Mstin, Mirray, Ronero,
Gardner, Robertson, Regala, K Schmdt, Mtchell, Huff, Cooper, Scott,
Tokuda, Mason, Ogden, Kenney and Morris)

Read first tine 02/07/98. Referred to Commttee on .

AN ACT Relating to watershed planning and alternative project
mtigation strategies; adding new sections to chapter 90.82 RCW and
creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. FI NDI NGS- - PURPCSE. (1) The legislature
finds that mtigation dollars invested in a watershed can be
substanti al . Many state agencies and prograns have responsibilities
that affect these investnents. State effort to evaluate how to
optimze the planning, permtting, construction, and nonitoring of

mtigation actions in the context of watershed nanagenent needs to be
coor di nat ed. Project mtigation for wunavoidable inpacts wusually
focuses on on-site, in-kind mtigation activities that can lead to
costly projects that may not provide nmaxi mum environnental and fi scal
benefits.

(2) The legislature finds that the departnents of ecol ogy, fish and
wildlife, and transportation have taken lead roles in integrating
wat er shed planning with mtigation activities. Alternative mtigation
pil ot projects and technical commttees have been fornmed i n accordance
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with Ilegislation, budget provisos, and the funding of decision
packages.

(3) The legislature finds that in order to advance mtigation as a
tool for effective watershed managenent, state agencies shoul d devel op
a common framework for evaluating mtigation alternatives within and
bet ween wat ershed resources. Critical resources to be considered in
identifying project and activity priorities include wetlands,
t hreat ened and endangered species and their habitats, fish passage,
storm water, flooding, water quality, water quantity, and any other
resources identified by a watershed group. This effort should
initially focus on projects with |Iow environnental risk and a higher
net environnental benefit than status quo mtigation options. Thi s
effort should support watershed planning and conplenent the work
initiated by the departnents of ecology and transportation. An
eval uation of data requirenents, decision-nmaking framework, permtting
concerns, and appropriate watershed scale <can be nmde and
recommendat i ons provided to watershed pl anni ng groups.

(4) The purpose of this act is to establish a nultiagency work
group to develop guidance to be used for evaluating mtigation
alternatives that will enable |ocal watershed planning groups to
develop and inplenent watershed plans that naximze environnental
benefits from project mtigation while reducing project design and
permtting costs. The purpose of this act is not to increase
regul atory requirenents or expand departnental authority.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. WATERSHED M TI GATI ON COORDI NATI ON WORK
GROUP. (1) The departnent of transportation, the departnent of fish
and wldlife, and the departnment of ecol ogy shall cochair a work group
responsi ble for providing guidance to watershed groups in evaluating
how mtigation efforts can be used to support watershed protection
restoration, and enhancenent activities. The work group shall devel op
a framework for evaluating alternative mtigation options that neets
the intent of state and federal resource protection | aws but reconciles
these laws wth watershed-based priorities and |ocal resource
prot ection ordi nances adopt ed under such | aws as the growth managenent
act and shoreline nmanagenent act.

(2) I'n order to maxim ze effectiveness, the work group shall seek
t echni cal assi stance from stakehol ders, existing work groups,
commttees, and advisory panels including but not limted to: The
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wetl and strategic plan inplenentation commttee; the storm water
technical work group; the fish passage barrier renoval task force
created in RCW75.50.160; the fl ood enmergency permt streanlining work
group; and the water-endangered species act work group.

(3) The work group shall develop guidance for determning
alternative mtigation opportunities. Such gui dance shall include
criteria and procedures for identifying and evaluating mtigation
opportunities wthin a watershed. Such guidance shall create
procedures that provide alternative mtigation which has alowrisk to
t he environnment, yet has a hi gh net environnental, social, and econom c
benefit conpared to status quo options.

(4) The work group shall evaluate the following elenents of
mtigation: Data requirenents, decision-nmaking framework, state agency
coordination, permtting, and appropriate watershed scal e.

(5) Alternative mtigation analysis should consider the foll ow ng:

(a) The abundance and quality of the inpacted resource;

(b) The relative value of the mtigation for the critical watershed
resources in ternms of the quality and quantity of biol ogical functions
and val ues provided;

(c) The conpatibility of the proposal with the intent of broader
wat er shed managenent obj ectives and pl ans;

(d) The ability of the mtigation to address scarce functions or
val ues within a watershed,

(e) The benefits of the proposal to broader watershed goals,
i ncludi ng the benefits of connecting various habitat units or providing
functions for target species;

(f) The benefits of early inplenentation of habitat mtigation for
projects that provide conpensatory mtigation in advance of the
project’s planned inpacts;

(g) The significance of any negative inpacts to nontarget species
or resources due to the proposed alternative mtigation;

(h) Social and economc inpacts to conmmunities wthin the
wat er shed;

(i) Expected future devel opnent and infrastructure changes; and

(j) Systenms to track and prioritize deferred resource inpacts for
potential future mtigation.

(6) The work group shall seek opportunities to inplenent the
gui dance and showcase the best exanples of maxim zed environnental
benefits with reduced project design and permtting costs. The
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departnments of ecology, fish and wildlife, and transportation shal
report to the legislature each year on the progress.

NEW SECTI ON.. Sec. 3. ALTERNATIVE M Tl GATI ON STRATEG ES. (1) In
order tofacilitate effectiveness of alternative mtigation strategies,
wat er shed pl ans should identify and prioritize creation, restoration,
enhancenment, and preservation opportunities that |ocal governnents,
conservation districts, local and state public works agencies, and
private devel opers may use.

(2) Priority goals identified in a watershed plan should be used to
gui de alternative mtigation strategies. Such analysis should use best
avail abl e scientific nethods for assessing and prioritizing watershed
val ues and functi ons.

(3) The watershed planning group should nmaintain a data base of
i npacts, mtigation, preservation, and restoration gains to track
resource gains and | osses under the watershed pl an.

(4) To support alternative mtigation strategies, watershed pl ans
shoul d i ncl ude a geogr aphi c-i nformati on-syst ens conpati bl e dat a base of
prioritized restorati on and enhancenent projects and activities.

NEW SECTI ON.  Sec. 4. CAPTIONS NOT LAW Section captions used in
this act are not any part of the |aw

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 2 and 3 of this act are each added
to chapter 90.82 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. |If specific funding for the purposes of this
act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by
June 30, 1998, in the ommi bus appropriations act, this act is null and
voi d.

~-- END ---
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