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HOUSE BI LL 3030

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Talcott, Smth and Bush

Read first tine 01/27/98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to school district boundaries; anmending RCW
28A. 315. 020, 28A. 315.040, 28A.315.050, 28A 315.090, 28A 315.100,
28A. 315. 110, 28A. 315. 120, 28A. 315. 130, 28A. 315. 140, 28A. 315. 150,
28A. 315. 160, 28A.315.190, 28A.315.200, 28A 315.250, 28A 315.270,
28A. 315. 280, 28A.315.290, 28A.315.310, 28A 315.320, 28A 315. 360,
28A. 315. 370, 28A.315.640, 28A.315.900, 28A. 540.010, 28A. 540.020,
28A. 540. 030, 28A.540.040, 28A.540.050, 28A.540.070, and 28A.540. 080;
adding a new section to chapter 28A 315 RCW creating new sections;
repeal i ng RCW 28A. 315. 030, 28A. 315. 060, 28A. 315.070, and 28A. 315. 080;
maki ng an appropriation; providing an effective date; and declaring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the current
process for changi ng school district boundaries is not working. This
is evidenced by old, anbiguous statutes, several recent court cases,
and nunerous ot her contentious battles over school district boundaries.
The legislature intends to find a nore equitabl e neans to resol ve t hese
di sputes by taking a relatively small step in this act and requiring a
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report and recommendations from the state board of education for
conprehensive reforns in 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 315
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever school district boundary changes are nmade under this
chapter, the state board may authorize a transition period of up to
three years to inplenent the boundary changes to avoid undue hardship
and make the transition as efficient as possible. The appropriate
educational service district superintendent shall develop a boundary
change i npl enentation plan, detailing:

(a) The reason or reasons for the necessity of a transition period;
and

(b) The steps and tinetable for inplenenting the boundary change,
particularly the adjustments called for under RCW 28A. 315.110 and
28A. 315. 160.

(2) The state board may adopt rules inplenenting this section.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A. 315.020 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 293 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

As used in this chapter:

(1) "Change in the organization and extent of school districts”
means the formation and establishnent of new school districts, the
di ssolution of existing school districts, the alteration of the
boundari es of existing school districts, or all of them

(2) "((Regional)) State-wide committee" means the ((regional))

state-wi de commttee on school district organization created by this

chapter.

(3) "State board" neans the state board of educati on.

(4) "School district” neans the territory under the jurisdiction of
a single governing board designated and referred to as the board of
di rectors.

(5) "Educational service district superintendent” neans the
educational service district superintendent as provided for in RCW
28A. 310. 170 or his or her designee.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A. 315. 040 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 2 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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(1) There 1is hereby created ((+A—each—educational——serviece
est++et)) a commttee which shall be known as the ((regienal)) state-
wi de comm ttee on school district organizati on((;—wieh—ecomitteeshalt

N N a a¥a N-O asa a N N aVa' a¥a a a¥a a a
\/

rerber—distr+et)). The comm ttee shall consist of one nenber fromeach

educational service district in the state. Each nenber shall be
elected by the school district boards in that educational service
district for a three-year term nenbers elected in the first election
shall serve staggered terns, with three nenbers from districts one
t hrough three serving one year, nenbers fromdistricts four through six
serving two years, and nenbers from districts seven through nine
serving three years.

(2) No nenber of the conmmttee may continue to serve on the
commttee if the nenber ceases to be a registered voter in that
educational service district, or if the nenber is absent from three
consecutive conmmttee neetings w thout an excuse acceptable to the
comm ttee.

(3) The state board of education shall adopt rules to inplenent
this section, including filling any vacancies until the next el ection.

Sec. 5. RCW 28A. 315. 050 and 1985 c¢ 385 s 3 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Persons possessing the status of any of the follow ng positions
shall not be eligible to be a nenber of a ((regrtoenral)) state-w de
commttee: The superintendent of public instruction, a nenber of the
state board of educati on, an educati onal service district
superintendent, a nenber of a board of directors of a school district,
a nmenber of an educational service district board, a nenber of a
governi ng board of either a private school or a private school district
whi ch conducts any grades kindergarten through twelve, officers
appoi nted by any such governing board, and enployees of a school
district, an educational service district, the office of the
superintendent of public instruction, a private school, or a private
school district.
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Sec. 6. RCW 28A. 315. 090 and 1985 c¢ 385 s 7 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Menbers of ((eaeh—+egtonal)) the state-wide commttee shall serve
wi t hout conpensation but shall be reinbursed for expenses necessarily
incurred in the performance of their duties.

Sec. 7. RCW 28A. 315. 100 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 297 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Eaeh—regional)) The state-wide commttee shall organize by
electing from its nenbership a chair and a vice chair. The

( (edueat+onal—serviece—distret——superintendent)) state board of
educati on nenber shall be the secretary of the commttee. Meetings of
the coomittee shall be held upon call of the chair or of a majority of
the nmenbers thereof. A mpjority of the commttee shall constitute a
quor um

Sec. 8. RCW 28A.315.110 and 1991 ¢ 288 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of ((each+egtonal)) the state-wi de committee
shal | be:

(1) To initiate, on its own notion and whenever it deens such
action advi sable, proposals or alternate proposals for changes in the
organi zati on and extent of school districts in the educational service
district; to receive, consider, and revise, whenever in its judgnment
revision is advisable, proposals initiated by petition or presented to
the commttee by the educational service district superintendent as
provided for in this chapter; to prepare and subnmit to the state board
any of the aforesaid proposals that are found by the ((+egronal))
state-wide commttee to provide for satisfactory inprovenent in the
school district system of the educational service district and state;
to prepare and submt wth the aforesaid proposals, a map show ng the
boundari es of existing school districts affected by any proposed change
and the boundaries, including a description thereof, of each proposed
new school district or of each existing school district as enl arged or
di m ni shed by any proposed change, or both, and a summary of the
reasons for the proposed change; and such other reports, records, and
materials as the state board nay request. The conmttee may utilize as
a basis of its proposals and changes that conprehensive plan for
changes in the organi zati on and extent of the school districts of the
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county prepared and submtted to the state board prior to Septenber 1

1956, or, if the then county commttee found, after considering the
factors listed in RCW 28A. 315.120, that no changes in the school
district organization of the county were needed, the report to this
effect submtted to the state board.

(2)(a) To nmake an equitable adjustnent of the property and other
assets and of the liabilities, including bonded i ndebt edness and excess
tax levies as otherwi se authorized under this section, as to the old
school districts and the newdistrict or districts, if any, involved in
or affected by a proposed change in the organi zati on and extent of the
school districts; and (b) to make an equitabl e adj ust nent of the bonded
i ndebt edness outstanding against any of the aforesaid districts
whenever in its judgnment such adjustnent is advisable, as to all of the
school districts involved in or affected by any change heretofore or
hereafter effected; and (c) to provide that territory transferred from
a school district by a change in the organi zati on and extent of school
districts shall either remain subject to, or be relieved of, any one or
nore excess tax levies which are authorized for the school district
under RCW 84.52.053 before the effective date of the transfer of
territory fromthe school district; and (d) to provide that territory
transferred to a school district by a change in the organization and
extent of school districts shall either be nade subject to, or be
relieved of, any one or nore excess tax | evies which are authorized for
the school district under RCW 84.52.053 before the effective date of
the transfer of territory to the school district; and (e) to submt to
the state board the proposed terns of adjustnent and a statenent of the
reasons therefor in each case. In making the adjustnents herein
provided for, the ((+egional)) state-wi de conm ttee shall consider the
nunmber of children of school age resident in and the assessed val uati on
of the property located in each school district and in each part of a
district involved or affected; the purpose for which the bonded
i ndebt edness of any school district was incurred; the value, |ocation,
and disposition of all inprovenents |ocated in the school districts
i nvol ved or affected; and any other matters which in the judgnent of
the commttee are of inportance or essential to the making of an
equi tabl e adj ust ment .

(3) To hold and keep a record of a public hearing or public
hearings (a) on every proposal for the formation of a new school
district or for the transfer fromone existing district to another of
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any territory in which children of school age reside or for annexation
of territory when the conditions set forth in RCW 28A. 315.290 or
28A. 315. 320 prevail; and (b) on every proposal for adjustnent of the
assets and of the liabilities of school districts provided for in this
chapter. (( i i

commtteets+requiredtohold-)) The ((regional)) state-wide committee
shall cause notice to be given, at least ten days prior to the date
appoi nted for any such hearing, in one or nore newspapers of general
circulation within the geographi cal boundaries of the school districts
af fected by the proposed change or adjustnent. |In addition notice may
be given by radio and television, or either thereof, when in the
commttee’ s judgnent the public interest will be served thereby.

(4) To prepare and submt to the superintendent of public
instruction fromtine to tine or, upon his or her request, reports and
recomendations respecting the urgency of need for school plant
facilities, the kind and extent of the facilities required, and the
devel opnent of inproved I|ocal school admnistrative wunits and
attendance areas in the case of school districts that seek state
assi stance in providing school plant facilities.

Sec. 9. RCW 28A.315.120 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 299 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

((Eaeh—regronal)) The state-wide committee, in carrying out the
pur poses  of RCW 28A. 315. 110, shal | base its judgnent and
recomendations, if any, to the state board of education, upon such
standards and considerations as are established by the state board of
education pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW for the preparation of
recommended changes in the organi zati on and extent of school districts
and terns of adjustnent as provided for in RCW28A. 315. 110. Such rul es
and regulations shall provide for giving consideration: (1) To
equalization of the educational opportunities of pupils and to
economes in the adm nistration and operation of schools through the
formation of larger units of adm nistration and areas of attendance;
(2) to equalization anong school districts of the tax burden for
general fund and capital purposes through a reductionin disparities in
per-pupil valuation; (3) to geographical and ot her features, including,
but not limted to such physical characteristics as nmountains, |akes
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and rivers, waste land, climatic conditions, highways, and neans of
transportation; (4) to the conveni ence and wel fare of pupils, including
but not imted to renoteness or isolation of their places of residence
and tinme required to travel to and from school; (5) to inprovenent of
the educational opportunities of pupils through inprovenent and
ext ensi on of school progranms and t hrough better instruction facilities,
equi prent, materials, |libraries, and health and other services; (6) to
equalization of the burden of financing the cost of high school
facilities through extension of the boundaries of high school districts
to include wthin each such district all of the territory served by the
hi gh school |ocated therein: PROVIDED, That a nonhi gh school district
may be excluded from a plan if such district is found by the
((regional)) state-wi de conmttee and the state board to be so situated
with respect to location, present and clearly foreseeable future
popul ati on, and other pertinent factors as to warrant the establ i shnment
and operation of a high school therein or the inclusion of its
territory in a newdistrict fornmed for the purpose of establishing and
operating a high school; (7) to the future effective utilization of
existing satisfactory school buildings, sites, and playfields; the
adequacy of such facilities located in the proposed new district; and
additional facilities required if such proposed district is fornmed; and
(8) to any other matters which in the judgnent of the state board of
education are related to or may operate to further equalization and
i nprovenent of school facilities and services, economes in operating
and capital fund expenditures, and equalizati on anong school districts
of tax rates for school purposes.

Sec. 10. RCW 28A.315.130 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 11 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In case the boundaries of any of the school districts are
conflicting or incorrectly described, the ((regtonal)) state-w de

comm ttee on school organization after due notice and a public hearing,
shal | change, harnoni ze, and describe them and shall so certify, with
a conplete transcript of boundaries of all districts affected, such
action to the state board of education for its approval or revision.
Upon receipt of notification of state board of education action, the
((regronal)) state-wi de conm ttee on school organi zation shall transmt
to the county conm ssioners of the county or counties in which the
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affected districts are |l ocated a conplete transcript of the boundaries
of all districts affected.

Sec. 11. RCW 28A. 315.140 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 300 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of the state board with respect to this
chapter shall be:

(1) To aid ((regienal)) the state-wide commttee((s)) in the
performance of ((thei+r)) its duties by furnishing ((them) it with
pl ans of procedure, standards, data, maps, forms, and other necessary

materi al s and servi ces ((essential—to—astudy—andunderstandingof—the

problenrs—of——school—dist+r+et—eorgantzatten—tn—thetr—Frespeettve
I . | . ' . 3

(2) To receive, file, and exam ne the proposals and the maps
reports, records, and other materials relating thereto submtted by
((regirenal)) the state-wide commttee((s)) and to approve such
proposal s and so notify the ((+egroenal)) state-wi de commttee((s)) when
sai d proposals are found to provide for satisfactory i nprovenent in the
school district system of the counties and the state and for an
equi table adjustnent of the assets and liabilities, including bonded
i ndebt edness and excess tax levies as authorized under RCW
28A. 315.110(2), of the school districts involved or affected:
PROVI DED, That whenever the state board approves a recommendati on from
((a—regtonal)) the state-wide commttee for the transfer of territory
fromone school district to another school district, such state board
approval nmust be nade not |ater than March 1 of any given year for
i npl enentation the school year immediately follow ng: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That whenever such proposals are found by the state board to
be wunsatisfactory or inequitable, the board shall so notify the
((regroenal)) state-wide conmttee and, upon request, assist the
commttee in making revisions which revisions shall be resubmtted

within sixty days after such notification for reconsideration and
approval or disapproval. | npl enentation of state board-approved
transfers of territory from one school district to another school
district shall becone effective at the comrencenent of the next school
year unless an earlier inplenentation is agreed upon in witing by the
boards of directors of the affected school districts.
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Sec. 12. RCW 28A. 315.150 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon receipt by ((a—+Fegional)) the state-wide commttee of such
notice fromthe state board as is required in RCW 28A. 315. 140(2), the
educational service district superintendent shall nmake an order
establishing all approved changes involving the alteration of the
boundaries of an established school district or districts and all
approved terns of adjustnent of assets and liabilities involving an
established district or districts the boundaries of which have been or
are hereafter altered in the manner provided by | aw, and shall certify
his or her action to each county auditor for the board of county
comm ssioners, each county treasurer, each county assessor and the
superintendents of all school districts affected by such action. Upon
receipt of such certification the superintendent of each school
district which is annexed to another district by the action shall
deliver to the superintendent of the school district to which annexed
al | books, papers, docunents, records, and other materials pertaining
to his or her office.

Sec. 13. RCW 28A 315.160 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 14 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever adjustnments of bonded indebtedness are nmade between or
anong school districts in connection with the alteration of the
boundaries thereof, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, the
order of the educational service district superintendent establishing
the terns of adjustnent of bonded indebtedness shall provide and
specify:

(1) In every case where bonded i ndebtedness is transferred fromone
school district to another school district (a) that such bonded
i ndebtedness is assunmed by the school district to which it is
transferred; (b) that thereafter such bonded i ndebtedness shall be the
obligation of the school district towhichit is transferred; (c) that,
if the ternms of adjustnment so provide, any bonded i ndebtedness
thereafter incurred by such transferee school district through the sale
of bonds authorized prior to the date its boundaries were altered shal
be the obligation of such school district including the territory added
thereto; and (d) that taxes shall be levied thereafter against the
taxable property located within such school district as it is
constituted after its boundaries were altered, said taxes to be | evied
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at the times and in the anobunts required to pay the principal of and
the interest on the bonded indebtedness assunmed or incurred as
af oresaid, as the same becone due and payabl e.

In conputing the debt imtation of any school district fromwhich
or to which bonded indebtedness has been transferred, the amount of
such transferred bonded i ndebt edness at any tinme outstanding (a) shal
be an of fset agai nst and deducted fromthe total bonded indebtedness,
i f any, of the school district fromwhich such bonded i ndebt edness was
transferred and (b) shall be deened to be bonded i ndebt edness sol el y of
the transferee school district that assumed such indebtedness.

(2) I'n every case where adjustnents of bonded indebtedness do not
provi de for transfer of bonded i ndebt edness fromone school district to
anot her school district (a) that the existing bonded indebtedness of
each school district the boundaries of which are altered and any bonded
i ndebt edness i ncurred by each such school district through the sal e of
bonds aut horized prior to the date its boundaries were altered shall be
the obligation of the school district inits reduced or enlarged form
as the case may be; and (b) that taxes shall be levied thereafter
agai nst the taxable property located wthin each such school district
inits reduced or enlarged form as the case may be, at the tines and
in the amounts required to pay the principal of and interest on such
bonded i ndebt edness as the sane becone due and payabl e.

I f a change in school district organization approved by the state
board concerns a proposal to forma new school district or a proposal
for adjustnent of bonded indebtedness involving an established school
district and one or nore fornmer school districts now included therein
pursuant to a vote of the people concerned, a special election of the
voters residing wthin the territory of the proposed newdistrict or of
the established district involved in a proposal for adjustnent of
bonded i ndebt edness as the case may be shall be held for the purpose of
affording said voters an opportunity to approve or reject such
proposal s as concern or affect them

In a case involving both the question of the formation of a new
school district and the question of adjustnent of bonded i ndebtedness,
the questions nmay be submtted to the voters either in the formof a
single proposition or as separate propositions, whichever to the
educational service district superintendent seens expedient. Wen the
((regronal)) state-wide commttee has passed appropriate resolutions
for the questions to be submtted and the educati onal service district
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superintendent has given notice thereof to the county auditor such
speci al election shall be called, conducted, and the returns canvassed
as in regular school district elections.

Sec. 14. RCW 28A. 315.190 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 17 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

If a proposal for the formation of a new school district and for
adj ustment of bonded indebtedness, or either, is rejected by the
regi stered voters at a special election, the ((regienal)) state-w de
commttee may make such revisions therein as it deens advisable and
submt the revised proposal or proposals to the state board.
Thereafter such revised proposal or proposals shall be subject to the
provi sions and procedural requirenents of this chapter applicable to
original proposals submtted to said board.

Sec. 15. RCW 28A. 315.200 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 304 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The superintendent of public instruction shall furnishto the state
board and to ((+egroenal)) the state-wi de commttee((s)) the services of
enpl oyed personnel and the materials and supplies necessary to enable
themto performthe duties i nposed upon themby this chapter and shal
rei nburse the nenbers thereof for expenses necessarily incurred by them
inthe performance of their duties, such rei nbursement for ((regtoenal))
state-wi de conmttee nmenbers to be in accordance with RCW28A. 315. 090,
and such rei nbursenent for state board nenbers to be in accordance with
RCW 28A. 305. 120.

Sec. 16. RCW 28A. 315.250 and 1997 ¢ 47 s 1 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each incorporated city or town in the state shall be conprised in
one school district: PROVIDED, That nothing in this section shall be
construed: (1) To prevent the extension of the boundaries of a school
district beyond the limts of the city or town contained therein, or
(2) to prevent the inclusion of two or nore incorporated cities or
towns in a single school district, or (3) to change or disturb the
boundari es of any school district organized prior to the incorporation
of any city or town, except as hereafter in this section provided.

In case all or any part of a school district that operates a school
or schools on one site only or operates elenentary schools only on two
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or nore sites is included in an incorporated city or town through the
extension of the limts of such city or town in the manner provi ded by
law, the ((regional)) state-wide conmttee may, in its discretion

prepare a proposal for transfer of any part or all of the territory so
included to the school district containing the city or town and,
whenever a part of a district so included contains a school building of
the district, for the disposition of any part or all of the renaining
territory of the district.

In case of the extension of the limts of a town to include
territory lying in a school district that operates on nore than one
site one or nore el enentary school s and one or nore junior high schools
or high schools, the ((regional)) state-wide conmttee may, in its
di scretion, prepare a proposal or proposals for annexation to the
school district in which the town is |ocated any part or all of the
territory aforesaid which has been included in the town and for
annexation to the school district in which the towm is |located or to
sone other school district or districts any part or all of the
remaining territory of the school district affected by extension of the
l[imts of the town: PROVIDED, That where no school or school site is
| ocated within the territory annexed to the town and not |ess than
seventy-five percent of the registered voters residing within the
annexed territory present a petition in witing for annexation and
transfer of said territory to the school district in which the town is
| ocat ed, the educational service district superintendent shall declare
the territory so included to be a part of the school district
containing said town: PROVIDED FURTHER, That territory approved for
annexation to a city or town by vote of the electors residing therein
prior to January 12, 1953, shall not be subject to the provisions
herei n respecting annexation to a school district or school districts:
AND PROVI DED FURTHER, That the provisions and procedural requirenments
of this chapter as now or hereafter anended not in conflict with or
inconsistent with the provisions hereinabove in this section stated
shall apply in the case of any proposal or proposals (1) for the
alteration of the boundaries of school districts through and by neans
of annexation of territory as aforesaid, and (2) for the adjustnent of
the assets and liabilities of the school districts involved or affected
t her eby.

In case of the incorporation of acity or town containing territory
lying in two or nore school districts or of the uniting of two or nore
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cities or towns not Jlocated in the same school district, the

educational service district superintendent, except where the
i ncorporation or consolidation wiuld affect a district or districts of
the first class, shall: (1) Oder and declare to be established in

each such case a single school district conmprising all of the school
districts involved, and (2) designate each such district by nane and by
a nunber different fromthat of any other district in existence in the
county.

The educational service district superintendent shall fix as the
effective date of any declaration or order required under this section
a date no later than the first day of Septenber next succeeding the
date of the issuance of such declaration or order

Sec. 17. RCW 28A. 315.270 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 20 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

For the purpose of formng a new school district, a petition in
witing my be presented to the ((educattonal—service—distriet
supertntendent)) state board of education nenber of the state-w de
committee, as secretary of the ((+egrenal)) state-wide commttee, by
regi stered voters residing (1) in each whole district and in each part
of a district proposed to be included in any single new district, or
(2) inthe territory of a proposed new district which conprises a part
only of one or nore districts. A total of ten or nore registered
voters residing in such affected areas or area as the case nmay be nmay
sign and present such petition with the approval of the boards of
directors of the affected school districts. A total of ten percent or
nore of the registered voters residing in such affected areas or area
as the case may be may sign and present such petition with or wthout
the approval of the boards of directors of the affected school

districts. The petition shall state the name and nunber of each
district involved in or affected by the proposal to form the new
district and shall describe the boundaries of the proposed new
district. No nore than one petition for consolidation of the sane two
school districts or parts thereof will be considered during a schoo

fiscal year

Sec. 18. RCW 28A. 315. 280 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 21 are each anended to
read as fol |l ows:
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For the purpose of transferring territory fromone school district
to another district, a petition in witing nay be presented to the
( (edueat+onal—serviece—distret——superintendent)) state board of
education nenber of the state-wide conmttee, as secretary of the
((regroenal)) state-wide commttee, signed by a mgjority of the
registered voters residingintheterritory proposed to be transferred,
or by the board of directors of one of the districts affected by a
proposed transfer of territory if there is no registered voter resident
in the territory, which petition shall state the name and nunber of
each district affected, describe the boundaries of the territory
proposed to be transferred, and state the reasons for desiring the
change and the nunber of children of school age, if any, residing in
the territory: PROVI DED, That the ((educat+onal—service—dist+riet
supertntendent)) state board of education nenber of the state-w de
commttee, wthout being petitioned to do so, may present to the
((regronal)) state-wi de commttee a proposal for the transfer fromone
school district to another of any territory in which no children of
school age reside: PROVI DED FURTHER, That the educational service
di strict superintendent shall not conplete any transfer of territory
pursuant to the provisions of this section which involves ten percent
or nore of the common school student popul ation of the entire district
fromwhi ch such transfer is proposed, unless he or she has first called
and hel d a special election of the voters of the entire school district
fromwhich such transfer of territory is proposed for the purpose of
af fordi ng said voters an opportunity to approve or reject such proposed
transfer, and has obtained approval of the proposed transfer by a
majority of those registered voters voting in said election; and if
such proposed transfer is disapproved, the state board of education
shal | determ ne whether or not said district is neeting or capabl e of
meeting mni num standards of education as set up by the state board.
If the state board decides in the negative, the superintendent of
public instruction may thereupon withhold fromsuch district, in whole
or in part, state contributed funds.

Sec. 19. RCW 28A. 315.290 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 22 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever all or any part of a school district in which no
accredited high school is nmaintained is bounded on three or nore sides
by a school district in which an accredited high school is situated and
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mai ntai ned, or by a school district in which a high school wth a
program approved by the state board of education is situated and
mai nt ai ned, the educational service district superintendent shal

report said fact to the ((regienal)) state-wide commttee, which
commttee shall consider the question of the annexation to the
af oresai d high school district of theterritory or district so bounded.

Sec. 20. RCW 28A. 315.310 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 308 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

On or before June 1, 1972, or in any year in the future when there
are nore than two thousand five hundred common school age children on
a mlitary reservation as referred to in RCW 28A 315.300 resident
t herei n, whichever is the case, and notw t hst andi ng ot her provi si ons of
this chapter or any ot her provision of |law, the ((regtonal)) state-w de
commttee ((e#—eaeh—edHea%+eﬂa#—seFv+ee—dks%%+e+—+a—wh+eh—saeh—a—HnkPed

shall order effective Septenber 1st of the then cal endar year the
annexation of portions of reservation territory not currently within
the single school district, as required by RCW 28A. 315. 300, to one of

the school districts enconpassing a portion of the mlitary
reservation: PROVIDED, That notw t hstandi ng any ot her provision of RCW
28A. 315. 300 and 28A.315.310 the annexation order shall not include
territory of school districts on such mlitary reservations in which
none or less than a majority of the pupils residing within that portion
of the district within such mlitary reservation have one or nore
parents serving in the mlitary and under such mlitary commuand.

Not wi t hst andi ng any other provision of |law, the decision as to which
school district shall serve the pupils residing within such mlitary
reservation shall rest solely with the ((regienal)) state-w de
comm ttee ((ef—the—educattonal—serviee—dtstriet—+nwhiechtheaffected
mHtary—+reservatton—+s—toeated)) . The ((regional)) state-w de
comm ttee shall order such equitable transfer of assets and liabilities
as is deened necessary for the orderly transfer of the territory in
accordance with transfers in other annexation proceedi ngs authorized
under this chapter
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Sec. 21. RCW 28A. 315.320 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 24 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In case any school district shall have an average enrol |l nent of
fewer than five kindergarten through eighth grade pupils during the
precedi ng school year, including the 1984-85 school year and any
subsequent school year, or shall not have nade a reasonable effort to
mai ntai n, during the precedi ng school year at |east the m ni nrumterm of
school required by | aw, the educati onal service district superintendent
shal|l report said fact to the ((regienal)) state-w de commttee, which
commttee shall dissolve the school district and annex the territory
thereof to sone other district or districts: PROVIDED, That for the
pur poses of this section, in addition to any other finding, "reasonabl e
effort” shall be deened to nean the attenpt to nmake up whatever days
are short of the | egal requirenent by the conducting of school classes
on any days to include available holidays, though not to include
Saturdays and Sundays, prior to June 15 of that year: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That school districts operating an extended school year
program nost commonly inplenented as a 45-15 plan, shall be deened to
be maki ng a reasonabl e effort: PROVIDED FURTHER, That in the event any
school district has suffered any interruption in its normal school
cal endar due to a strike or other work stoppage or slowdown by any of
its enpl oyees such district shall not be subject to the requirenents of
this section. In case any territory is not a part of any school
district, the educational service district superintendent shall present
to the ((regional)) state-wi de commttee a proposal for the annexation
of said territory to sone contiguous district or districts.

Sec. 22. RCW 28A. 315.360 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 25 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The duties in this chapter inposed upon and required to be
performed by ((a—+regtonal)) the state-wde comittee and by an
educational service district superintendent in connection wth a change
in the organization and extent of school districts and/or with the
adj ustnment of the assets and liabilities of school districts and with
all matters related to such change or adjustnent whenever territory
lying in a single educational service district is involved shall be
performed jointly by the ((+egroenal)) state-w de commttee((s)) and by
the superintendents of the several educational service districts as
requi red whenever territory lying in nore than one educational service
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district is involved in a proposed change in the organization and
extent of school districts: PROVIDED, That ((a—+egienal)) the state-
wide commttee may designate three of its nenbers, or tw of its
menbers and the educational service district superintendent, as a
subcommttee to serve in lieu of the whole commttee, but action by a
subconmm ttee shall not be binding unless approved by a magjority of the
((regronal)) state-wide commttee. Proposals for changes in the
organi zation and extent of school districts and proposed terns of
adj ustment of assets and liabilities thus prepared and approved shal

be submtted to the state board by the ((regtonral)) state-w de
comm ttee ((eftheeducattonal—serviecedistrtet—+nwhiechi+stecatedthe

Sec. 23. RCW28A. 315.370 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 310 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever a proposed change in the organizati on and extent of school
districts or an adjustnment of the assets and liabilities of schoo
districts, or both, or any other matters related to such change or
adj ustnent i nvol ve school districts in two or nore educational service
districts, and a majority of at |east one of the ((regienal)) state-
w de commttee((s)) invol ved approve a proposal but the proposal is not
approved by t he ((ether—+egronal)) state-w de comm ttee ((er——commttees
er—one—or—ore—ofsatdecomitteesfatls)) or the state-wide conmmittee
refuses to act upon the proposal within sixty days of its receipt, the
((regroenal)) state-wde commttee ((er—ecommttees)) approving the
proposal shall certify the proposal and its approval to the state
superintendent of public instruction. Upon receipt of a properly
certified proposal, the state superintendent of public instruction
shall appoint a tenporary commttee conposed of five persons. The
menbers of the tenporary commttee shall be selected from the
menber shi p of ((any+regtonal)) the state-wi de commttee ((+Athis—state

a a¥a N N-O asaVasa¥a N a¥a' aV¥a¥a N a¥a a¥aa N a¥a NN a a
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affeeted—by—theproposed—change) ). Said commttee shall neet at the

call of the state superintendent of public instruction and organi ze by
electing a chair and secretary. Thereupon, this tenporary commttee
shal | have jurisdiction of the proposal and shall treat the sane as a
proposal initiated on its owm notion. Said conmttee shall have the
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powers and duties inposed upon and required to be perforned by ((a
regrenal)) the state-wide commttee under the provisions of this
chapter and the secretary of the commttee shall have the powers and
duties inposed upon and required to be perforned by the educationa

service district superintendents under the provisions of this chapter.
It shall be the duty of the educational service district
superintendents of the educational service districts in which the
school districts that would be affected by the proposed change are
situated to assist the tenporary conmttee by supplying said conmttee
with information fromthe records and files of their offices and with
a proper and suitable place for hol ding neetings.

Sec. 24. RCW 28A. 315.640 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 324 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each educational service district superintendent shall prepare and
keep in his or her office (1) a map showi ng the boundaries of the
directors’ districts of all school districts in or belonging to his or
her educational service district that are so divided, and (2) a record
of the action taken by the regional conmttee or state-wi de conm ttee
i n establishing such boundari es.

Sec. 25. RCW 28A. 315.900 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 329 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Any proceeding or hearing now or hereafter initiated, being
considered, or in progress pursuant to this chapter as of July 28,
1985, or thereafter which is interrupted by a change in commttee
menbershi p by chapter 385, Laws of 1985 shall continue and be assuned
and decided with equal force and effect by the initial regional
commttees and all other successor conmttees, or the state-w de
commttee provided for in RCW ((28A315-060—and)) 28A 315.120:
PROVI DED, That such conmttees may el ect to reconduct proceedi ngs on
hearings already in progress and shall reconduct wholly or partially
conpleted hearings required pursuant to this chapter wunless the
majority of the commttee deciding the matter have either read or heard
previously submtted testinony and evi dence.

Sec. 26. RCW 28A. 540. 010 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 31 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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H gh school facilities shall mean buil di ngs for occupancy by grades
ni ne through twel ve and equi pnrent and furniture for such buil di ngs and
shal | i nclude major alteration or maj or renodeling of buildings and t he
acquisition of new sites and of additions to existing sites, and
i nprovenent of sites but only when included as a part of a general plan
for the construction, equipping and furnishing of a building or of an
alteration or addition to a building. The termshall also (1) include
that portion of any building, alteration, equipnment, furniture, site
and i nprovenent of site all ocated to grade ni ne when included in a plan
for facilities to be occupied by grades seven through nine and (2)
i ncl udes such facilities for grades seven and ei ght when included in a
plan as aforesaid, if the ((regioenal)) state-wi de commttee on school
district organi zation created i n RCW28A. 315. 040 fi nds t hat students of
t hese grades who reside in any nonhigh school districts involved are
now attending school in the high school district involved under an
arrangenment which likely will be continued.

Sec. 27. RCW 28A.540.020 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 32 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon recei pt of a witten request fromthe board of directors of a
hi gh school district or a nonhigh school district that presents to the
((regronal)) state-wde commttee on school district organization
created in RCW 28A. 315. 040 satisfactory evidence of a need for high

school facilities to be |ocated therein and of ability to provi de such
facilities, the ((+egional)) state-w de comnmttee shall prepare a plan
for participation by any nonhigh school district or districts in
providing capital funds to pay the costs of such school facilities and
equi pnent to be provided for the education of students residing in the
school districts. Prior to subm ssion of the aforesaid request the
board of directors of the school district concerned therewith shal

determ ne the nature and extent of the high school facilities proposed
to be provided, the approximte anmount of |ocal capital funds required
to pay the cost thereof, and the site or sites upon which the proposed
facilities are to be |ocated, and shall submt a report thereon to the
((regronal)) state-wde commttee along with the aforesaid request.

Sec. 28. RCW 28A. 540. 030 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 33 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
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The ((+regronal)) state-wde conmmttee on school district
organi zation created in RCW 28A. 315. 040 shall give consideration to:

(1) The report submtted by the board of directors as stated above;

(2) The exclusion fromthe plan of nonhi gh school districts because
of renoteness or isolation or because they are so situated wth respect
to |l ocation, present and/or clearly foreseeabl e future popul ati on, and
other pertinent factors as to warrant the establishnment of a high
school therein within a period of two years or the inclusion of their
territory in some other nonhigh school district wthin which the
establishnment of a high school within a period of two years is
war r ant ed;

(3) The assessed val uation of the school districts involved,

(4) The cash balance, if any, in the capital projects fund of the
district submtting the request which is designated for high schoo
bui l di ng construction purposes, together with the sources of such
bal ance; and

(5) Any other factors found by the conmttee to have a bearing on
the preparation of an equitable plan.

Sec. 29. RCW 28A. 540.040 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 34 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The ((+regronal)) state-wde conmmttee on school district
organi zation created in RCW 28A. 315.040 shall also hold a public
heari ng or hearings on any proposed plan: PROVIDED, That three nenbers
of the commttee or two nenbers of the conmmittee and the educati onal
service district superintendent, or his or her designee, nmay be
designated by the conmmttee to hold such public hearing or hearings and
to submt a report thereof to the ((regitonal)) state-w de conmttee.
The ((regrenal)) state-wde commttee shall cause to be posted, at
| east ten days prior to the date appointed for any such hearing, a
witten or printed notice thereof in at |east three promnent and
public places in the school districts involved and at the place of
heari ng.

Sec. 30. RCW 28A.540.050 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 485 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Subsequent to the holding of a hearing or hearings as provided in
RCW 28A.540.040, the ((regtonal)) state-wde conmttee on school
district organization created in RCW 28A. 315. 040 shall determ ne the
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nonhi gh school districts to be included in the plan and the anount of
capital funds to be provided by every school district included therein,
and shall submt the proposed plan to the state board of education
together wth such maps and other materials pertaining thereto as the
state board may require. The state board shall review such plan, shal
approve any plan which in its judgnent nakes adequate and satisfactory
provision for participation by the nonhigh school districts in
providing capital funds to be used for the purpose above stated, and
shall notify the ((+egrenal)) state-wide commttee of such action
Upon receipt by the ((regional)) state-wide commttee of such
notification, the educational service district superintendent, or his
or her designee, shall notify the board of directors of each schoo
district included in the plan, supplying each board with conplete
details of the plan and shall state the total anmount of funds to be
provi ded and the anmount to be provided by each district.

If any such plan submtted by ((a—+egienal)) the state-w de
commttee is not approved by the state board, the ((+egienal)) state-
w de commttee shall be so notified, which notification shall contain
a statement of reasons therefor and suggestions for revision. Wthin
sixty days thereafter the ((regional)) state-wide commttee shal
submt to the state board a revised plan which revision shall be
subject to approval or disapproval by the state board and the
procedural requirenments and provisions of | aw applicable to an original
pl an submtted to said board.

Sec. 31. RCW 28A. 540.070 and 1990 c 33 s 486 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

In the event that a proposal or proposals for providing capita
funds as provided in RCW 28A. 540. 060 i s not approved by the voters of
a nonhigh school district a second election thereon shall be held
within sixty days thereafter. If the vote of the electors of the
nonhi gh school district is again in the negative, the high school
students residing therein shall not be entitled to adm ssion to the
hi gh school wunder the provisions of RCW 28A. 225.210, followng the
cl ose of the school year during which the second election is held:
PROVI DED, That in any such case the ((regional)) state-wide commttee
on school district organization created in RCW 28A 315.040 shall
determine within thirty days after the date of the aforesaid el ection
the advisability of initiating a proposal for annexation of such

p. 21 HB 3030



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

e T
w N R O

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

23
24
25
26
27

28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

nonhi gh school district to the school district in which the proposed
facilities are to be located or to sonme other district where its
students can attend hi gh school w thout undue i nconveni ence: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That pendi ng such determ nation by the ((+egienal)) state-w de
commttee and action thereon as required by | aw the board of directors
of the high school district shall continue to admt high school
students residing in the nonhigh school district. Any proposal for
annexati on of a nonhi gh school district initiated by ((a+egrenal)) the
state-wi de conm ttee shall be subject to the procedural requirenents of

this chapter respecting a public hearing and subm ssion to and approval
by the state board of education. Upon approval by the state board of
any such proposal, the educational service district superintendent
shal | make an order, establishing the annexati on.

Sec. 32. RCW 28A. 540.080 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 487 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

In case of failure or refusal by a board of directors of a nonhigh
school district to submt a proposal or proposals to a vote of the
electors within the tinme limt specified in RCW 28A. 540.060 and
28A. 540. 070, the ((regtonal)) state-w de comnmttee on school district
reorgani zation created in RCW28A. 315.040 may initiate a proposal for
annexation of such nonhigh school district as provided for in RCW
28A. 540. 070.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 33. The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the state board of education
for the operation and adm nistration of the state-wde comittee
created in RCW 28A. 315. 040.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 34. The state board of education shall study
the existing | aws and rul es on organi zi ng and changi ng school district
boundaries and shall recomend to the education conmmttees of the
| egi sl ature conprehensi ve | egi sl ati on noderni zi ng | aws on reor gani zi ng
school district boundaries to make them nore understandable, nore
efficient, nore consistent, and nore equitable. The board is
encouraged to seek input from many different persons, organizations,
and viewpoints, hold public hearings, and seek consensus where
possi ble. The report and recommendati ons are due Septenber 1, 1998.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 35. The followng acts or parts of acts are
each repeal ed:

(1) RCW 28A.315.030 and 1993 ¢ 416 s 1, 1990 ¢ 33 s 294, & 1985 c
385 s 30;

(2) RCW28A. 315.060 and 1993 c 416 s 2, 1990 ¢ 33 s 295, 1985 c¢ 385
s 4, & 1975-'76 2nd ex.s. ¢ 15 s 1

(3) RCW28A. 315.070 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 5, 1975 1st ex.s. c¢ 275 s 81,
1969 ex.s. ¢ 176 s 117, & 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A.57.033; and

(4) RCW28A. 315.080 and 1993 c 416 s 3, 1990 ¢ 33 s 296, 1985 c 385
S 6, & 1969 ex.s. ¢ 223 s 28A 57.034.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 36. Sections 1 through 33 and 35 of this act
take effect July 1, 1998.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 37. Section 34 of this act is necessary for the
i mredi ate preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or
support of the state governnment and its existing public institutions,
and takes effect imedi ately.

~-- END ---
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