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H 4907. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 3030

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Educati on (originally sponsored by
Representatives Talcott, Smth and Bush)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to school district boundaries; anmending RCW
28A. 315. 140, 28A. 315.180, and 28A. 315.250; adding a new section to
chapter 28A. 315 RCW and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 28A 315
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Whenever school district boundary changes are nmade under this
chapter, the state board may authorize a transition period of up to
three years to inplenent the boundary changes to avoid undue hardship
and make the transition as efficient as possible. The appropriate
educational service district superintendent shall devel op a boundary
change i npl enentation plan, detailing:

(a) The reason or reasons for the necessity of a transition period;
and

(b) The steps and tinetable for transferring operationa
responsibility for the education and transportation of students |iving
within the territory transferred.

(2) The state board may adopt rules inplenenting this section.
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Sec. 2. RCW 28A.315.140 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 300 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of the state board with respect to this
chapter shall be:

(1) To aid regional commttees in the performance of their duties
by furnishing them with plans of procedure, standards, data, maps
forms, and ot her necessary materials and services essential to a study
and understandi ng of the problens of school district organization in
their respective educational service districts.

(2) To receive, file, and exam ne the proposals and the maps
reports, records, and other materials relating thereto submtted by
regional conmttees and to approve such proposals and so notify the
regional commttees when said proposals are found to provide for
satisfactory inprovenent in the school district systemof the counties
and the state and for an equitable adjustnent of the assets and
l[iabilities, including bonded indebtedness and excess tax |levies as
aut hori zed under RCW 28A. 315.110(2), of the school districts involved
or affected: PROVI DED, That whenever the state board approves a
recommendation froma regional commttee for the transfer of territory
fromone school district to another school district, such state board
approval nust be made not later than March 1 of any given year for
i npl enentation the school year imediately follow ng: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That whenever such proposals are found by the state board to
be wunsatisfactory or inequitable, the board shall so notify the
regional commttee and, upon request, assist the commttee in making
revisions which revisions shall be resubmtted within sixty days after
such notification for reconsideration and approval or disapproval
Except for a transition period provided under section 1 of this act,
Lnpl ement ati on of state board-approved transfers of territory fromone
school district to another school district shall beconme effective at
the comencenent of the next school year unless an earlier
i npl enmentation is agreed upon in witing by the boards of directors of
the affected school districts.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.315.180 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 303 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Whenever a special election is held to vote on a proposal or
alternate proposals to forma new school district, the votes cast by
the registered voters in each conponent district shall be tabul ated
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separately and any such proposition shall be considered approved only
if it receives a majority of the votes cast in each separate district
voting thereon. Whenever a special election is held to vote on a
proposal for adjustnment of bonded i ndebt edness the entire vote cast by
the registered voters of the proposed new district or of the
established district as the case nmay be shall be tabul ated and any such
proposition shall be considered approved if sixty percent or nore of
all votes cast thereon are in the affirmative.

In the event of approval of a proposition or propositions voted on
at a special election, the educational service district superintendent
shall: (1) Make an order establishing such new school district or such
ternms of adjustnent of bonded i ndebt edness or both, as were approved by
the registered voters and shall al so order effected such other terns of
adjustnent, if there be any, of property and other assets and of
liabilities other than bonded i ndebt edness as have been approved by the
state board; and (2) certify his or her action to the county and school
district officials specified in RCW 28A. 315. 150. He or she may
designate, wth the approval of the superintendent of public
instruction, a nanme and nunber different from that of any conponent
thereof but mnust designate the new district by nane and nunber
different fromany other district in existence in the county.

Except for a transition period provided under section 1 of this
act, the educational service district superintendent shall fix, as the
effective date of any order or orders he or she is required by this
chapter to nmake, a date no later than the first day of Septenber next
succeedi ng the date of final approval of any change in the organization
and extent of school districts or of any terns of adjustnent of the
assets and liabilities of school districts subject, for taxing
pur poses, to the redrawing of taxing district boundaries pursuant to
RCW 84. 09. 030.

Except for a transition period provided under section 1 of this
act, upon recei pt of the aforesaid certification, the superintendent of
each school district which is included in the new district shall
deliver to the superintendent of the new school district all books,
papers, docunents, records and other materials pertaining to his or her
of fice.

Sec. 4. RCW28A. 315.250 and 1997 ¢ 47 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:

p. 3 SHB 3030



© 00 N O Ol WDN P

W W W W W W WwWwWWwWwWwWMNDNDNDNDNMDMNDNDNDNDNMNNMDNNMNMNNMNMNNNREPRPRPPRPPRPEPRPPERPPRPRPRERPR
© 00 N O Ol WNPEFEP O O 0w NO UG WODNPEFEP O O W NO O N - O

Each incorporated city or town in the state shall be conprised in
one school district: PROVIDED, That nothing in this section shall be
construed: (1) To prevent the extension of the boundaries of a school
district beyond the limts of the city or town contained therein, or
(2) to prevent the inclusion of two or nore incorporated cities or
towns in a single school district, or (3) to change or disturb the
boundari es of any school district organized prior to the incorporation
of any city or town, except as hereafter in this section provided.

In case all or any part of a school district that operates a school
or schools on one site only or operates elenentary schools only on two
or nore sites is included in an incorporated city or town through the
extension of the limts of such city or town in the manner provi ded by
| aw, the regional commttee may, in its discretion, prepare a proposal
for transfer of any part or all of the territory so included to the
school district containing the city or town and, whenever a part of a
district so included contains a school building of the district, for
the disposition of any part or all of the remaining territory of the
district.

In case of the extension of the limts of a town to include
territory lying in a school district that operates on nore than one
site one or nore el enentary school s and one or nore junior high schools
or high schools, the regional conmttee may, inits discretion, prepare
a proposal or proposals for annexation to the school district in which
the town is |located any part or all of the territory aforesaid which
has been included in the town and for annexation to the school district
in which the town is located or to sonme other school district or
districts any part or all of the remaining territory of the school
district affected by extension of the limts of the town: PROVI DED,
That where no school or school site is located within the territory
annexed to the town and not |ess than seventy-five percent of the
regi stered voters residing within the annexed territory present a
petition in witing for annexation and transfer of said territory to
the school district in which the towm is |ocated, the educationa
service district superintendent shall declare the territory so i ncluded
to be a part of the school district containing said town: PROVI DED
FURTHER, That territory approved for annexation to a city or town by
vote of the electors residing therein prior to January 12, 1953, shal
not be subject to the provisions herein respecting annexation to a
school district or school districts: AND PROVIDED FURTHER, That the
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provi sions and procedural requirenents of this chapter as now or
hereafter anmended not in conflict with or inconsistent with the
provi si ons herei nabove in this section stated shall apply in the case
of any proposal or proposals (1) for the alteration of the boundaries
of school districts through and by neans of annexation of territory as
af oresaid, and (2) for the adjustnent of the assets and liabilities of
t he school districts involved or affected thereby.

In case of the incorporation of acity or town containing territory
lying in tw or nore school districts or of the uniting of two or nore
cities or towns not located in the sanme school district, the

educational service district superintendent, except where the
i ncorporation or consolidation wiuld affect a district or districts of
the first class, shall: (1) Oder and declare to be established in

each such case a single school district conprising all of the school
districts involved, and (2) designate each such district by nane and by
a nunber different fromthat of any other district in existence in the
county.

Except for a transition period provided under section 1 of this

act, the educational service district superintendent shall fix as the
effective date of any declaration or order required under this section
a date no later than the first day of Septenber next succeeding the
date of the issuance of such declaration or order

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. This act takes effect July 1, 1998.

~-- END ---
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