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HOUSE BI LL 2950

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Bush, Smth, Thonpson, DeBolt, L. Thomas, Boldt,
McDonal d, Carrell, Pennington, Zellinsky, Benson, Sterk, M elke,
Koster, Backlund, Sunp, MCune, Talcott, Milliken, Cairnes and
Schoesl er

Read first tinme 01/23/98. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Relating to devel opnent of a highway access managenent
programfor the benefit of notor vehicles; and anendi ng RCW47.50. 010,
47.50. 040, and 47.50. 080.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA47.50.010 and 1991 ¢ 202 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that:

(a) Regul ation of access to the state highway systemis necessary
inorder to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, to preserve
the functional integrity of the state highway system and to pronote
the safe and efficient novenent of people and goods within the state;

(b) The devel opnent of an access managenent program in accordance
with this chapter, which coordinates |and use planning decisions by
| ocal governments and investnents in the state highway system wll
serve to control the proliferation of connections and other access
approaches to and from the state highway system Wt hout such a
program the health, safety, and welfare of the residents of this state
are at risk, due to the fact that uncontrolled access to the state
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hi ghway systemis a significant contributing factor to the congestion
and functional deterioration of the system and

(c) The devel opnent of an access managenent programin accordance
with this chapter wll enhance the developnent of an effective
transportati on systemand i ncrease the traffic-carrying capacity of the
state highway system and thereby reduce the incidences of traffic
accidents, personal injury, and property damage or loss; mtigate
envi ronment al degradati on; pronote sound econoni ¢ growt h and t he grow h
managenent goal s of the state; reduce hi ghway mai nt enance costs and t he
necessity for <costly traffic operations neasures; |engthen the
effective life of transportation facilities in the state, thus
preserving the public investnent in such facilities; and shorten
response tinme for energency vehicles.

(2) In furtherance of these findings, all state highways are hereby
declared to be controlled access facilities as defined in RCW
47.50. 020, except those highways that are defined as |limted access
facilities in chapter 47.52 RCW

(3) It is the policy of the legislature that:

(a) The access rights of an owner of property abutting the state
hi ghway system are ((suberdinate)) to be balanced with the public's
right and interest in a safe and efficient highway system and

(b) Every owner of property which abuts a state hi ghway has a ri ght
to reasonable access to that highway, unless such access has been
acquired pursuant to chapter 47.52 RCW but may not have the right of
a particular means of access unless (i) it is a permtted access under
RCW47.50. 040 or 47.50.080(2), or (ii) it was an unpermitted connection

to the state highway in existence on July 1, 1990. ((Fhre)) An
unperm tted right of access to the state highway may be restricted if,

pursuant to local regulation, reasonable access can be provided to
anot her public road which abuts the property.

(4) The legislature declares that it is the purpose of this chapter
to provide a coordi nated pl anni ng process for the permtting of access
points on the state highway system to effectuate the findings and
policies under this section.

(5 Nothing in this chapter shall affect the right to ful
conpensati on under section 16, Article | of the state Constitution.

Sec. 2. RCWA47.50.040 and 1991 ¢ 202 s 4 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) No connection to a state highway shall be constructed or
altered without obtaining an access permt in accordance with this
chapter in advance of such action. A permtting authority has the
authority to deny access to the state highway system at the |ocation
specified in the permt until the permttee constructs or alters the
connection in accordance with the permt requirenents.

(2) The cost of construction or alteration of a connection shall be

borne by the permttee, except for alterations ((whieharenet—required
by—taw-or—admntstrattve—+ule—but)) after the issuance of the access
permt that are nade at the request of and for the conveni ence of the
permtting authority((—Fhepermttee—however—shall—bearthecost—of
aterat+on—of—any——conneetion—whiech—s)), or that are required by the

permtting authority due to increased or altered traffic flows
((generated—by—echanges)) along the state highway to which the
connection provides access in the general area of the permttee’s
facilities ((er—nature—of—business—conductedat—thelocationspeecified
H—the—permt)).

(3) Except as otherwi se provided in this chapter, an unpermtted
connection is subject to closure by the appropriate permtting
authority which shall have the right to install barriers across or
remove the connection. Wen the permtting authority determ nes that
a connection is unpermtted and subject to closure, it shall provide
reasonable notice of its inpending action to the owner of property
served by the connection. The permtting authority’s procedures for
providing notice and preventing the operation of unpermtted
connections shall be adopted by rule.

Sec. 3. RCWA47.50.080 and 1991 c¢c 202 s 8 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Unpermtted connections to the state highway system in
exi stence on July 1, 1990, shall not require the issuance of a permt
and may continue to provide access to the state hi ghway system unl ess
the permtting authority determnes that such a connection does not
meet m ni mum accept abl e standards of hi ghway safety based on objective

accident and traffic data, a copy of which nust be provided to the
property owner, upon witten request. ( ( However—a—permtting
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If a permt is not obtained, the connection nay be closed pursuant to
RCW 47. 50. 040.

(2) Access permts granted prior to adoption of the permtting
authorities’ standards shall remain valid ((uArtH—redified—or
reveked)). Access connections to state highways identified on plats
and subdi vi si ons approved prior to July 1, 1991, shall be deened to be

permtted pursuant to chapter 202, Laws of 1991. (( Fre—permtting
hori | : . e Fon. I | I i

(3) The permtting authority may issue a nonconform ng access
permt after finding that to deny an access permt would |eave the
property w thout a reasonable neans of access to the public roads of
this state. Every nonconform ng access permt shall specify limts on
t he maxi numvehi cul ar use of the connection and shall be conditioned on
the availability of future alternative nmeans of access for which access
permts can be obtai ned.

~-- END ---
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