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HOUSE BI LL 2912

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Quall, Talcott, B. Thomas and O Brien

Read first tine 01/ 22/ 98. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to the learning materials |oan program adding a
new section to chapter 28A. 195 RCW creating a new section; nmaking an
appropriation; and providing an effective date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature, in fulfilling its role as

stated in the state Constitution, nanely, that "It is the paranount
duty of the state to nake anple provision for the education of all

children residing within its borders...", finds that famlies wth
children enrolled in approved private schools are an integral part of
fulfilling the state’ s educational m ssion.

The |l egi sl ature further recogni zes that a significant percentage of
students attend approved private schools and frequently nove between
the state’s publicly and privately funded schools. The parents of
these children are subject to taxes and levies to fulfill the education
provi ded through our commn schools. |In addition, these parents pay
for student learning materials their child uses in the approved private
school that would be free of additional charge in the comobn school
I n acknow edgenent of this additional burden and in recognizing the
role of our state’ s approved private schools in helping to fulfill the
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constitutional mandate to provide a basic education to our children,
the | egi sl ature recogni zes the need for equalization. The sole purpose
of this act is to assist children, not schools.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 195
RCWto read as foll ows:

Students attending state-approved private schools nmay receive
| oaned |l earning materials fromthe |local school district in which the
private school is located. To provide these materials to students,
approved private schools shall submt annual requests for |earning
materials to the local school district in which the private school is
| ocat ed. The |ocal school district shall provide through a |oan
agreenent the learning materials in accordance with the follow ng
gui del i nes:

(1) Learning materials support shall not be limted, in any way,
based on a student’s econom c st at us.

(2) Learning materials eligible for I oan shall include, but not be
limted to: Textbooks, workbooks, audio-visual aids, and technol ogy
made avail able, free of additional charge, for students in the state’s
public school s.

(3) Only textbooks listed on the official adoption list of the
| ocal school district are eligible.

(4) Loaned learning materials shall neither pronote nor deter
sectarian or religious activities of the private school.

(5) No approved private school may be required to participate in
| earning materials support provided by the state.

(6) Only students who attend state-approved private schools are
eligible for learning materials support.

(7) Student learning materials designed for religious instruction
are not eligible for learning materials support.

(8) No laws or rules may be added beyond those al ready in exi stence
as of January 1, 1998, that have a direct or indirect inpact on the
aut onony of the private school as a result of the student’s receipt of
| earning materials support.

(9) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
adopt guidelines for effective inplenentation of this section.

(10) To assist the state, the office of the superintendent of
public instruction may identify currently existing, nonsectarian,
state-wi de private school organizations to serve as the liaison with
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the state for eligible private schools whose students are receiving or
are interested in receiving |loaned |learning material s.

(11) Student learning materials |loaned to students attending
private schools under this section shall, at all tines, be considered
the property of the state of Wshi ngton.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. This act takes effect Septenber 1, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The sumof two mllion dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction for the purposes of this act.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 5. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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