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HOUSE BI LL 2878

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Mirray, Cody, Conway, Wlfe, Butler, Gonbosky,
Kenney, Costa, Wod, Constantine, Ogden, Chopp, Tokuda, Quall, Anderson
and Di ckerson

Read first tine 01/21/98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the distribution of health care coverage
enrol I ment information; and addi ng a new section to chapter 74.09 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.09 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Al though Washington offers conprehensive health coverage to
| ow-i nconme children, as many as ninety thousand eligible children are
not enrolled. Children’s access to tinely and appropriate health care
is essential to their ability to receive a good education, becone
productive workers, and be enpowered to help fellow citizens in need.
For that reason, it is paranount that as many eligible children as
possi ble be enrolled in avail able state health care prograns.

(2) No later than Septenber 1, 1998, the secretary of social and
heal th services, the admnnistrator of the state health care authority,
and the superintendent of public instruction shall inplement a
children’s health care outreach programto inform children and their
parents of the availability of the nmedical assistance program and the
basic health plan. Qutreach information shall explain, in an easy to
understand presentation, at |east: Eligibility standards; program
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benefits; and the inportance and advantages of a child s enroll nent.
Qutreach information nust be available in the English and Spanish
| anguages and may be avail abl e in other | anguages if deened appropriate
by the agencies. Prior to inplenentation, the agencies shall analyze
avai l abl e research on reasons why eligible children are not enrolled
and review exi sting outreach prograns deened successful.

(3) The agencies shall seek and are authorized to receive private
and public gifts or grants that would assist in the funding of the
outreach program

(4) The agencies shall submt to the appropriate conmttees of the
| egislature an outline of the program s design by August 1, 1998, and
a brief status report of the program s inplenentation by August 1,
1999.

~-- END ---
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