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HOUSE BI LL 2820

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooke, Cody, Ballasiotes, MDonald, Dyer, Boldt,
Col e, Chopp, Alexander, Talcott, D. Schmdt, Parlette, Kastanma
Mtchell, Mason, Poul sen, Kenney, Conway, Wod, Tokuda, Scott and Costa

Read first time 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to supported enpl oynent; anmendi ng RCW41. 04. 750 and
41. 04. 760; and anmending 1997 ¢ 287 s 1 (uncodified).

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. 1997 ¢ 287 s 1 (uncodified) is anmended to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds that the rate of unenpl oynent anong persons
w th ((developrental)) severe disabilities is high due to the limted
enpl oynent opportunities avail abl e to ((disabledpersons)) them G ven
t hat persons with severe disabilities are capable of filling enpl oynent
positions in the general work force popul ati on, supported enpl oynent is
an effective way of integrating such individuals into the general work
force population. The creation of supported enploynent prograns can
i ncrease the types and availability of enpl oynent positions for persons

w th ((developrental)) severe disabilities.

Sec. 2. RCWA41.04.750 and 1997 ¢ 287 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context clearly requires otherwi se the definitions in
this section apply throughout RCW41.04. 760 through 41.04. 780.
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(1) "((beveloprental)) Severe disability" neans a disability as
defined in ((REW7:A10-020)) 29 U.S.C Sec. 706(18)(A) and in 34

C.F.R Sec. 361.5(45).

Rronsupported—enployrent—positions)) conpetitive enploynent in an

integrated setting with ongoing support services for individuals with
the nost severe disabilities.

(3) "State agency" neans any office, departnent, division, bureau,
board, comm ssion, comunity college or institution of higher
educati on, or agency of the state of Wshi ngton.

Sec. 3. RCWA41.04.760 and 1997 ¢ 287 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

State agencies are encouraged to participate in supported
enpl oynent activities. The departnent of social and health services,
in conjunction with the departnent of personnel and the office of
financi al managenent, shall identify agencies that have positions and
fundi ng conduci ve to i npl enenti ng supported enpl oynent. An agency may
only participate in supported enploynment activities pursuant to this
section if the agency is able to operate the program within its
exi sting budget. These agencies shall:

(1) Designate a coordinator who wi Il be responsi ble for information
and resource referral regarding the agency’'s supported enploynent
program The coordinator shall serve as a |iaison between the agency
and the departnent of personnel regardi ng supported enpl oynent;

(2) Submt an annual update to the departnent of social and health
services, the departnent of personnel, and the office of financial
managenent. The annual update shall include: A description of the
agency’ s supported enpl oynent efforts, the nunber of persons placed in

supported enpl oynent positions, ((recorrendatieons—concern-hg—expandi-ng

di-sabiHities—eor—other—disabiitiess)) and an overall evaluation of the
ef fecti veness of supported enpl oynent for the agency.

~-- END ---
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