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State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cooke, Boldt, Ballasiotes, Reans, Wnsman, Smth,
Kastama, Mtchell, D. Schm dt, MCune, Wl fe, Backlund and Tokuda

Read first tinme 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Servi ces.

AN ACT Rel ating to di scl osure of adoption i nformation; and anmendi ng
RCW 26. 33. 340 and 26. 33. 345.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW26.33.340 and 1993 ¢ 81 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Depart ment, agency, and court files regarding an adoption shall be
confidential except as provided for in RCW 26.33.345 and except that
reasonably available nonidentifying information ((#ay)) shall be
di sclosed upon the witten request for the information from the
adoptive parent, the adoptee, or the birth parent. | f the adoption
facilitator refuses to disclose nonidentifying information, the
i ndi vidual may petition the superior court. | dentifying information
may al so be di scl osed t hrough the procedure described i n RCW26. 33. 343
and 26. 33. 345.

Sec. 2. RCW26.33.345 and 1993 ¢ 81 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnment of social and health services, adoption
agenci es, and i ndependent adoption facilitators shall rel ease the nane
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and | ocation of the court where a relinqui shnment of parental rights or
finalization of an adoption took place to an adult adoptee, a birth
parent of an adult adoptee, an adoptive parent, a birth or adoptive
grandparent of an adult adoptee, or an adult sibling of an adult
adoptee, or the |egal guardian of any of these.

(2) The departnent of health shall nake available a noncertified
copy of the original birth certificate of a child to the child s birth
parents upon request.

(3) ((Fer—adoeptions—Finaltzed—after—October—3,—31993)) After
receiving a request by an adopted person eighteen years of age or
older, or by the adoptive parent of a mnor adopted child, the
departnent of health shall ((#wake—-avaitable)) provide the person with
a noncertified copy of the adopted person’s original birth certificate

((to—the—adoptee—afte he—adoptee’ et-ghteenth—b hday—unl-e he
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