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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2807

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Penni ngton, Al exander and M el ke)

Read first tine 02/ 05/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to protecting citizens fromdangerous wldlife; and
addi ng new sections to chapter 16.52 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment of health, working in close consultation with the
departnments of fish and wildlife and agriculture, shall establish a set
of guidelines for the proper keeping of lions, tigers, and other cat
species, not included in the statutory definition of wldlife in RCW
77.08. 010, as pets. Proper keeping of the species Felis catus, the
donestic cat, shall not be included in the guidelines. The guidelines
shall be directed toward assuring the health, welfare, and safety of
the ani mal s and of the surrounding comunity. The guidelines shall be
no nore restrictive on pet owners than is reasonably necessary to

acconplish this purpose. The guidelines shall include appropriate
standards for indoor and outdoor facilities and for cage size and
construction for the various species. The guidelines shall also

i ncl ude appropriate standards for security of the animals and transport
of the animals to provide for the safety of the public.
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I n devel opi ng t hese gui del i nes, the departnent shall, at a m ni num
solicit input from zoos, animal rehabilitation facilities, animal
control associations, private organizations with expertise regarding
t hese cat species, and veterinarians with expertise in caring for these
cat species. Current pet owners of these cat species may al so submt
information to the departnent. The departnent may maintain a |ist of
contact people in the state who offer information that may be useful to
a person who keeps or is contenpl ating keepi ng a nenber of one of these
cat species as a pet.

The departnent shall conpl ete the guidelines nolater than Decenber
1, 1998, and shall publish notice in the Washi ngton St ate Regi ster that
the gqguidelines have been established and are available from the
depart nent.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Acity, town, or county legislative authority may prohibit by
ordi nance the keeping of lions, tigers, and other nonindi genous cat
speci es other than donestic cats as pets within the boundaries of the
| ocal governnent.

(2) Once the departnent of health has published notice of the
guidelines as directed in section 1 of this act, a city, town, or
county legislative authority choosing to allow persons to keep |ions,
tigers, and ot her noni ndi genous cat speci es other than donmestic cats as
pets must adopt an ordi nance authorizing these animals to be kept as
pets, and the ordi nance nust be at | east as strict as the departnent of
heal th guidelines. The provisions of this section do not preclude a
city, town, or county legislative authority from adopting stricter
requi renents than the guidelines established by the departnent of
heal t h.

(3) If a city, town, or county legislative authority adopted an
ordi nance that regulates the keeping of one or nore of these cat
species as pets prior to the publication of the notice of guidelines,
then a person who is keeping one of these cat species as a pet in
accordance with the preexisting ordinance may conti nue to be regul ated
by the terns of that ordi nance rather than the new ordi nance that neets
the requirements of the departnent of health guidelines. A preexisting
ordinance may only regulate those particular aninmals that are being
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kept prior to the publication of the notice of guidelines and that
continue to be kept in the sane |ocation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 16.52 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A person who keeps a tiger, lion, or other nonindigenous cat
speci es other than donestic cats as a pet is liable for any danages
incurred by a person, |ocal governnment, or state agency resulting from
t he escape fromcustody of the animal. Danmages include any court costs
and reasonable attorneys’ fees. The person is also liable for costs
incurred by local enforcenent agents dealing wth abandonnent and
rel ocation of these animals.

~-- END ---
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