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HOUSE BI LL 2806

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives McMrris, Dyer, Backlund, Boldt and d enents

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to industrial insurance deadlines for hearing | oss
clains; and anendi ng RCW 51. 28. 055.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWH51.28.055 and 1984 ¢ 159 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Except for clains filed for loss of hearing, clains for
occupational disease or infection to be valid and conpensabl e nust be
filed within tw years follow ng the date the worker had witten notice
from a physician: (1) O the existence of his or her occupationa
di sease, and (2) that a claimfor disability benefits may be fil ed.
The notice shall also contain a statenent that the worker has two years
fromthe date of the notice to file a claim The physician shall file
the notice with the departnment. The departnent shall send a copy to
the worker and to the self-insurer if the worker’s enployer is self-
i nsur ed. However, a claimis valid if it is filed within two years
fromthe date of death of the worker suffering from an occupationa
di sease.

To be valid and conpensable, clains for loss of hearing nust be

filed within one vear of the date of a worker’'s last injurious work-
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rel ated exposure to noise. However, a worker who has a conpensabl e

hearing loss, for which a claimhas not been filed on the effective

date of this section, nust file a claimfor conpensation for the |oss
within one vear of the effective date of this section or the claimis
f orever barred.

--- END ---
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