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HOUSE BI LL 2796

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MCune, Keiser, Poulsen, Van Luven, Sunp, H ckel,
Constantine, Thonpson, Sheahan, Smth, B. Thomas and Sher st ad

Read first time 01/20/98. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to the use of conmm ssioner districts in port
di stricts; anendi ng RCW53. 12. 010, 53.12.115, 53.12.130, 53. 16. 015, and
29.70.100; adding a new section to chapter 53.12 RCW and creating a
new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW53.12.010 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 81 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The powers of the port district shall be exercised through a
port comm ssion consisting of three ((er—when—permtted—by—this
t+t+e)) nenbers, except where the nunber of conm ssioners has been
increased to five nmenbers under RCW 53.12.115 through 53.12.130 and
except where section 4 of this act provides for a port conm ssion
consi sting of seven nenbers.

(2) Every port district ((that—s—net—coextensive—wth—a—county
havtng—apopulatien—offivehundredthousand—oer—+ere)) shall be divided

into the sane nunber of conmm ssioner districts as there are
conmi ssi oner positions, each having approximtely equal population

((unless)) except as provided ot herwi se under ((subseetion—{2—oefthis
seet+on)) RCWH53.12.021 or if the port district is coextensive with the
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boundaries of a county with a population of fromfive hundred t housand
to less than one mllion, in which case conm ssioner districts shal

not be used as part of the process to elect port comm ssioners. Were
a port district wwth three conm ssioners ((pestti+ens)) i s coextensive

with the boundaries of a county ((that—has—apoepulatien—eof—tess—than
Hve—hundred—thousand—and—the—county—has)) wth three county

| egislative authority districts, the port comm ssioner districts shal

be the county legislative authority districts. In other instances
where a port district is divided into conm ssioner districts, the port
comm ssion shall divide the port district into conm ssioner districts
((unless)), except where the comm ssioner districts have been descri bed
pursuant to RCW 53.04.031 and except that the county |egislative

authority of a county with a population of one mllion or nore and
boundari es coextensive with the boundaries of a port district shal
di vide that por t district into comm ssioner districts. The

comm ssioner districts shall be altered as provided in chapter 53.16
RCW

Comm ssioner districts shall be used as follows: (a) Only a
registered voter who resides in a commssioner district may be a
candidate for, or hold office as, a comm ssioner of the comm ssioner
district; and (b) only the voters of a comm ssioner district nay vote
at a primary to nomnate candidates for a comm ssioner of the
comm ssioner district. Voters of the entire port district nmay vote at
a general election to elect a person as a commssioner of the
comm ssioner district.

((62+n)) (3) Port districts with five conm ssioners, ((twe—eof—the

. ' . nelud I . ¥ . g
approved)) other than a port district that is coextensive with the
boundaries of a county with a population of fromfive hundred t housand
to less than one mllion, shall be divided into five conm ssioner
districts and the two additional conmm ssioners shall be elected from
districts four and five, unless voters of the district authorize the
nom nation and election of the two additional conm ssioners on a port
district-wde basis without the use of comm ssioner districts. The
nom nation and election of the two additional conm ssioners on a port
district-wide basis without the use of conm ssioner districts may be
aut horized by the voters of the district either at the tinme of
formati on or at a subsequent port district election at which the issue
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is proposed pursuant to a resolution adopted by the board of
conmmi ssioners and delivered to the county auditor.

Sec. 2. RCW53.12. 115 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 86 are each anended to read
as follows:

A ball ot proposition shall be submtted to the voters of any port
di strict authorizing an increase in the nunber of port comm ssioners to
five whenever the port comm ssion adopts a resolution proposing the
i ncrease in nunber of port comm ssioners or a petition proposing such
an increase has been submtted to the county auditor of the county in
which the port district is |located that has been signed by voters of
the port district at | east equal in nunber to ten percent of the nunber
of voters in the port district who voted at the | ast general election.
The ballot proposition shall be submtted at the next general or
special election occurring sixty or nore days after the petition was
submtted or resolution was adopt ed.

At the next district general ((er—speetal)) election follow ng the
el ection in which an increase in the nunber of port comm ssioners was
aut hori zed, candidates for the two additional port comm ssioner
positions shall be el ected as provided in RCW53. 12. 130, and the voters
may be asked to approve the nom nation of comm ssioners fromdistrict-
w de comm ssioner districts as permtted in RCW53.12.010(2).

Sec. 3. RCW53.12.130 and 1994 c 223 s 88 are each anended to read
as follows:

Two additional port conm ssioners shall be elected at the next
district general election followng the election at which voters
aut horized the increase in port conm ssioners to five nenbers.

The port comm ssioners shall divide the port district into five
conmmi ssioner districts prior to the first day of June in the year in
which the two additional comm ssioners shall be elected, unless the
voters approved the ((nemnatien)) election of the two additional
comm ssi oners ((froem-distriet—wde)) w thout the use of conm ssioner
districts as permtted in RCW 53.12.010(2). The new comm ssi oner
districts shall be nunbered one through five and the three incunbent
conmi ssioners shall represent conm ssioner districts one through three.
|f, as a result of redrawing the district boundaries two or three of
the incunbent conm ssioners reside in one of the new comm ssioner
districts, the conmssioners who reside in the sane comm ssioner
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district shall determne by lot which of the first three nunbered
comm ssioner districts they shall represent for the remai nder of their
respective terns. A primary shall be held to nom nate candi dates from
districts four and five where necessary and comm ssioners shall be
el ected from comm ssioner districts four and five at the district
general el ection. The persons elected as comm ssioners from
comm ssioner districts four and five shall take office imrediately
after qualification as defined under RCW 29. 01. 135.

In a port district where conm ssioners are elected to four-year
terms of office, the additional comm ssioner thus el ected receiving the
hi ghest nunber of votes shall be elected to a four-year termof office
and the other additional conm ssioner thus el ected shall be elected to
a termof office of tw years((;—+—the—-eleetionis—heldin—-an—-odd-

year—t+H—the—-eleet+on—+s—held+n—an—evennurbered—year)). [In a port

district where the commi ssioners are elected to six-year terns of
of fice, the additional comm ssioner thus el ected receiving the highest
nunber of votes shall be elected to a six-year termof office and the
ot her additional comm ssioner shall be elected to a four-year term of

office((, if the election is held in an odd-nunbered year, or the

even—hurbered—year)). The length of terns of office shall be conputed

fromthe first day of January in the year followng this election

Successor comm ssioners from districts four and five shall be
elected to terns of either six or four years, depending on the |ength
of terns of office to which conm ssioners of that port district are
el ect ed.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 53.12 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Commenci ng on January 1, 2000, the port conmmssion of a port
district that is coextensive with the boundaries of a county with a
popul ation of one mllion or nore shall consist of seven nenbers.
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NEWSECTION. Sec. 5. The county legislative authority of a county
with a population of one million or nore, with a port district that is
coextensive with the boundaries of the county, shall divide the port
district into seven conm ssioner districts by March 1, 1999. Each
conmmi ssioner district shall have approxi mately equal population. The
commi ssioner districts shall be used for residency and nom nation
pur poses to el ect conm ssioners, as provided under RCW 53.12.010, in
1999 and thereafter.

| f the drawi ng of comm ssioner district boundaries results in two
or nore conm ssioners residing in the sane conm ssioner district, the
county legislative authority shall assign all but one of these
comm ssioners to separate commssioner districts in which no
conm ssioner resides or has been assigned. Were possible, the
conmm ssioner with the shortest unexpired term of office shall be so
assi gned. The comm ssioners so assigned shall be deenmed to be
residents of the conm ssioner districts to which they are assigned for
the remai nder of their terns of office.

In addition to electing persons at the 1999 district general
el ection to succeed conm ssioners whose terns of office expire on
January 1, 2000, two additional comm ssioners shall be elected at the
1999 district general election, one from each conmm ssioner district
where no conm ssioner resides or has been assigned. Each comm ssioner
shal|l be elected to a four-year termof office in accordance with RCW
53.12.172.

Sec. 6. RCW53.16.015 and 1994 ¢ 223 s 90 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) Except as provided in subsection (2) of this section, the port
comm ssion of a port district that uses comm ssioner districts may
redraw the conm ssioner district boundaries as provided in chapter
29.70 RCW at any tine and submt the redrawn boundaries to the county
auditor if the port district is not cotermnous with a county that has
t he sane nunber of county legislative authority districts as the port
has port conmm ssioners. The new comm ssioner districts shall be used
at the next election at which a port conmm ssioner is regularly elected
that occurs at |east one hundred eighty days after the redrawn
boundari es have been submtted. If the redrawing of conm Ssioner
district boundaries results in two or nore comm ssioners who are to be
el ected fromconmm ssioner districts residing in the sane comm Ssi oner
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district, the port conmmssion shall assign all but one of these

conm ssioners to separate conm ssioner districts in which no

commi ssioner resides or has been assigned. Where possible, the
commi ssioner with the shortest unexpired term of office shall be so
assi gned. The conmi ssioners so assigned shall be deened to be

residents of the conmm ssioner districts to which they are assigned for

the remai nder of their terns of office.

Each comm ssioner district shall enconpass as nearly as possible
t he sane popul ati on.

(2) The county legislative authority of a county with a popul ation
of one mllion or nore with a port district that is coextensive with

its boundaries shall redraw the boundaries of port conm ssioner

districts under the provisions of this chapter.

Sec. 7. RCW29.70.100 and 1984 ¢ 13 s 4 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) It istheresponsibility of each county, nunicipal corporation,
and special purpose district with a governing body conprised of
internal director, council, or conmssioner districts not based on
statutorily required | and owmnership criteriato periodically redistrict
its governmental unit, based on population information from the nost
recent federal decennial census.

(2) Wthin forty-five days after receipt of federal decennia
census information applicable to a specific | ocal area, the comm ssion
established in RCW 44.05.030 shall forward the census information to
each nunicipal corporation, county, and district charged wth
redistricting under this section.

(3) No later than eight nonths after its receipt of federal
decenni al census data, the governi ng body of the munici pal corporation,
county, or district shall prepare a plan for redistricting its internal
or director districts.

(4) The plan shall be consistent with the followng criteria:

(a) Each internal director, council, or comm ssioner district shal
be as nearly equal in population as possible to each and every other
such district conprising the nunicipal corporation, county, or speci al
pur pose district.

(b) Each district shall be as conpact as possi bl e.

(c) Each district shall consist of geographically contiguous area.
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(d) Popul ation data nmay not be used for purposes of favoring or
di sfavoring any racial group or political party.

(e) To the extent feasible and if not inconsistent with the basic
enabling legislation for the nunicipal corporation, county, or
district, the district boundaries shall coincide wth existing
recogni zed natural boundaries and shall, to the extent possible,
preserve existing communities of related and nutual interest.

(5) During the adoption of its plan, the nunicipal corporation
county, or district shall ensure that full and reasonabl e public notice
of its actions is provided. The nmuni ci pal corporation, county, or
district shall hold at |east one public hearing on the redistricting
pl an at | east one week before adoption of the plan.

(6)(a) Any registered voter residing in an area affected by the
redi stricting plan may request review of the adopted | ocal plan by the
superior court of the county in which he or she resides, within forty-
five days of the plan’s adoption. Any request for review nust specify
t he reason or reasons all eged why the | ocal plan is not consistent with
the applicable redistricting criteria. The nmunici pal corporation
county, or district may be joined as respondent. The superior court
shal |l thereupon review the challenged plan for conpliance wth the
applicable redistricting criteria set out in subsection (4) of this
section.

(b) If the superior court finds the plan to be consistent with the
requi renments of this section, the plan shall take effect imredi ately.

(c) If the superior court determ nes the plan does not neet the
requirenents of this section, in whole or in part, it shall remand the
plan for further or corrective action within a specified and reasonabl e
time period.

(d) If the superior court finds that any request for review is
frivol ous or has been filed solely for purposes of harassnent or del ay,
it may inpose appropriate sanctions on the party requesting review,
including paynent of attorneys’ fees and costs to the respondent
muni ci pal corporation, county, or district.

(7) As provided under RCW 53.16.015, the county legislative

authority of a county with a population of one million or nore in which

a port district is located that is coextensive with the boundaries of

the county shall redraw port conm ssioner district boundari es.

~-- END ---
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