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HOUSE BI LL 2763

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives MDonal d, Sheahan, Lantz and Costa; by request of
At torney Cener al

Read first tine 01/ 20/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Rel ating to dependent persons; anmendi ng RCW 9A. 42. 040 and
9A. 42. 045; adding a new section to chapter 9A 42 RCW and prescribing
penal ties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 9A 42 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Apersonis guilty of the crinme of crimnal mstreatnent in the
third degree if the person is the parent of a child, is a person
entrusted wth the physical custody of a child or other dependent
person, or is a person enployed to provide to the child or dependent
person the basic necessities of life, and either:

(a) Wth crimnal negligence, creates an inmnent and substanti al
risk of substantial bodily harm to a child or dependent person by
wi t hhol di ng any of the basic necessities of life; or

(b) Wth crimnal negligence, causes substantial bodily harmto a
child or dependent person by w thhol ding any of the basic necessities
of life.

(2) Crimnal mstreatnent in the third degree is a gross
m sdeneanor .
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Sec. 2. RCWO9A. 42.040 and 1986 ¢ 250 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

RCWO9A. 42. 020 ((and)), 9A 42.030, and section 1 of this act do not
apply to ((a&)) decisions to withdraw |life support systens nmade in
accordance w t h ( (+awby—ahealth—careprofessional—andfamtyrenbers

er—ethers—wthategal—dutyteo——careforthepatient)) chapter 7.70 or
70.122 RCW by the dependent person, his or her legal surrogate, or

others with a legal duty to care for the dependent person.

Sec. 3. RCWO9A 42.045 and 1997 ¢ 392 s 512 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

RCWO9A. 42. 020 ((and)), 9A.42.030, and section 1 of this act do not
apply when a termnally ill or permanently unconsci ous person or his or
her ((designee)) legal surrogate, as set forth in chapter 7.70 RCW
requests ((patHative—eare)), and the person receives, palliative care
froma licensed home health agency, hospice agency, nursing hone, or
hospital ((whe—s)) providing care under the nedical direction of a
physician. As used in this section, the terns "termmnally ill" and
"permanent | y unconsci ous" have the sane neaning as "term nal condition"

and " permanent unconsci ous condition" in chapter 70.122 RCW

~-- END ---
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