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ENGROSSED HOUSE BI LL 2734

St ate of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Huff, Lantz, Zellinsky, K Schmdt, Johnson,
Gardner, Constantine, Eicknmeyer, Chopp and Poul sen

Read first tinme 01/19/98. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Relating to additional state ferry vessels; adding new
sections to chapter 47. 60 RCW creating a new section; and decl aring an
emer gency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature finds and declares that there is a conpel ling need
for the construction of additional state ferry vessels and
corresponding term nal inprovenents in order to provide nore capacity
and frequent service to neet the forecasted travel demands of citizens
traveling on Puget Sound ferry routes. The vessel technol ogy required
must provide additional travel options for high growmh ferry routes
t hrough i ncreased passenger-only ferry service.

The 1989 west corridor study eval uated cross-sound travel through
t he year 2020 and identified the Southworth to Seattl e and the Ki ngston
to Seattle passenger-only ferry routes as prom sing based on criteria
eval uating cost effectiveness, tinme savings, physical constraints to
operation, nonduplication of current service, and ability to relieve
congesti on.
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Furthernore, as a result of legislative direction provided in the
1991-93 transportati on budget to the state transportati on conm ssion to
eval uate and determ ne the | ocati on of new passenger-only ferry routes,
the comm ssion revi ewed several service alternatives, determ ned that
the Southworth to Seattle and Kingston to Seattle routes ranked
hi ghest, and directed the Washi ngton state ferries to proceed with the
design and permtting processes for passenger-only termnals at both
Sout hwort h and Ki ngst on.

The legislature also finds and declares that there is a conpelling
need for the construction of a Junbo Cass Mark Il ferry vessel. The
| ong-range travel demand for trips from Central and North Kitsap
Peninsula to the Seattl e and Ednonds mainl and ferry term nals indicate
a one hundred twenty-two percent forecast increase in peak trave
demand over the next twenty years between the hours of 3:00 p.m and
7:00 p.m In order to support the economc growth of the Puget Sound
region and neet the forecasted citizen cross-sound travel demand, the
Washi ngton state ferry system nust provide reliable ferry vessel
operations that cannot be maintained with the existing aging super
class ferry capacity.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent is authorized to proceed with the acquisition,
procurenent, and construction of a maxi numof: (a) Four passenger-only
vessels that respond to the service demands of state ferry service on
the Southworth to Seattle and Kingston to Seattle ferry routes,
including the term nal and docking facilities necessary to acconmodate
such service; and (b) a Junbo Class Mark Il ferry. The acquisition
procurenent, and construction of vessels and termnals authorized
herei n shall be undertaken in accordance with the authority provided in
RCW 47. 56. 030.

(2) A Junbo Cass Mark Il ferry constructed under the requirenents
of subsection (1) of this section shall be of conparable quality and
design as, and shall incorporate I|like controls, engines, and a
propul sion system utilized in, the Junbo Cass Mrk 1l ferries
presently in operation or under construction in order to pronote
maxi mum commonal ity with those vessels.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 47.60 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent’s authority to proceed with the acquisition,
procurenent, and construction of vessels and term nal s aut hori zed under
section 2 of this act is contingent on a legislative appropriation
approving that authority.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. If this act is not referred to by bill or
chapter nunber in a transportation budget, or an omi bus appropriations
act, that, by Decenber 31, 1998, either becones |aw under Article |11,
section 12 of the state Constitution or is approved by the people of
this state, this act is null and void on Decenber 31, 1998.

~-- END ---
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