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HOUSE BI LL 2686

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Lanbert, Costa, O Brien and Wl fe

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to the creation of a unified court-famly; and
addi ng a new chapter to Title 2 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes the increasing
i nci dence of concurrent involvenent of famly nmenbers in nultiple areas
of the justice system Analysis shows significant case overlap in the
case types of juvenile offender, juvenile dependency, donestic

vi ol ence, and donestic relations. It is believed that in such
situations, an efficient and effective response is through creation of
a unified court system centered around the famly that: Provi des a
dedi cated, trained, and informed judiciary; i ncorporates case

managenent practices based on a famly’s judicial systemneeds; enabl es
mul tiple case type resol ution by one judicial officer or judicial team
provi des coordinated | egal services; and considers and eval uates the
needs of the famly as a whole.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. The adm nistrator for the courts shall
conduct a unified court-famly pilot program
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(1) Pilot program sites shall be selected through a request for
proposal process and using the following criteri a:

(a) Program sites shall be established in no fewer than three
superior court judicial districts;

(b) Programsites shall only be located in superior court judicial
districts with a statutorily authorized judicial conplenent of no fewer
than five judges;

(c) At |least one programsite shall be located in a superior court
i n eastern Washi ngton

(d) At |east one programsite shall be located in a superior court
judicial district where the judicial conplenent is fewer than the
nunber of judges authorized by statute.

(2) The admi nistrator for the courts shall develop criteria for the

unified court-famly pilot program that shall include, but not be
limted to, the following criteria:
(a) At a mninmum unified court-famly pilot prograns shall include

all case types under Title 13 RCW chapters 26.12, 26.50, and 28A 225
RCW and adult crim nal cases of persons who have famly nenbers with
matters before the unified court-famly;

(b) Unified court-famly judicial officers shall volunteer for the
program serve a mnimum term of two years, and conplete nmandatory
training requirenments as established by |ocal court rule;

(c) Case managenent practices shall provide a flexible response to
the diverse court-related needs of famlies involved in nultiple areas
of the justice system Case managenent practices should result in a
reduction in process redundancies and an efficient use of tinme and
resources, and create a systemenabling nultiple case type resolution
by one judicial officer or judicial team

(d) A court facilitator to provide assistance to parties wth
matters before the unified court-famly; and

(e) An enphasis on providing nonadversarial nethods of dispute
resol ution.

(3) The office of the adm nistrator for the courts shall provide to
the judicial districts selected for the pilot program the conputer
resources needed by each judicial district to inplement the unified
court-famly pilot program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The judges of the superior court judicial
districts with unified court-famly pilot progranms shall adopt | ocal
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court rules directing the program The |ocal court rules shall conply
with the criteria established by the adm nistrator for the courts and
shal |l include, but not be limted to, the foll ow ng:

(1) Al judicial officers hearing cases in unified court-famly
shal | :

(a) Conmplete an initial mandatory training programincluding the
topi c areas of early chil dhood devel opnent, domestic viol ence, cultural
sensitivity, child abuse and negl ect, chem cal dependency, and nental
heal t h;

(b) Annually attend a mnimum of eight hours of continuing
education of pertinence to the unified court-famly, subsequent to the
initial mandatory training; and

(c) Have at least five years of applicable experience.

Time spent neeting the judicial training requirenments of the
unified court-famly shall be considered in-service and not deducted
from the judicial participant’s other judicial education tine
all otnments or vacation tineg;

(2) Case nmanagenent based on the practice of one judge or judicial
teamto handle all matters relating to a famly;

(3) To the extent possible, coordination and consolidation of al
cases before the unified court-famly relating to a famly;

(4) Mandatory collection and reporting of information specified by
the adm nistrator for the courts to the Washi ngton state institute for
public policy; and

(5) Record confidentiality that protects the confidentiality of
court records in accordance with the law but that ensures |aw
enforcenent agencies have access to the records to the extent
perm ssi bl e under the | aw.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) The legislature finds that it is
critical to evaluate the effectiveness of the pilot projects for
pur poses of nmeasuring i nprovenents in the judicial system s response to
famly invol venent. To acconplish this evaluation, the Washington
state institute for public policy shall conduct a study of the pilot
programin accordance with guidelines and criteria established by the
office of the adm nistrator for the courts.

(2) The Washington institute for public policy shall report
prelimnary findings and final results of the study to the governor,
the chief justice of the suprene court, and the legislature on a
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bi enni al basis. The initial report is due not later than July 1, 2000,

and the final

report is due not |ater than Decenber 1, 2004.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act constitute

a new chapter

HB 2686

in Title 2 RCW
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