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HOUSE BI LL 2624

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Sterk, Crouse, Milliken, Melke, Benson, Honeyford
and Thonpson

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Law & Justi ce.

AN ACT Relating to withholding rent wth intent to defraud; addi ng
a new section to chapter 59.18 RCW and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 59.18 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a)(i) Any tenant who has entered into a witten rental
agreenent and who uses, occupies, or exerts control over the prem ses
with intent to defraud the owner of the agreed-upon rental val ue of the
prem ses, or who, after using, occupying, or exerting control over the
prem ses, renoves hinself or herself fromthe prem ses with the intent
to termnate the tenancy w thout paying the full anount of rent as
agreed upon in the rental agreement, is guilty of: (A) A class B
felony if the total rental amount w thheld exceeds one thousand five
hundred dollars; (B) a class C felony if the total rental anount
w t hhel d exceeds two hundred fifty dollars but does not exceed one
t housand five hundred dollars; or (C) a gross m sdeneanor if the total
rental anmount w thheld does not exceed two hundred fifty doll ars.

(ti) If nore than one incident of intentional w thholding of rent
under the sanme witten rental agreenent occurs in uninterrupted
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succession, the anmpbunts withheld in each incident may be aggregated
into one count and the sumof the anobunts of each incident shall be the
val ue considered in determ ning the class of crine.

(b) Proof that a person has failed to contact the owner or
responsi bl e person within ten days after being served with a witten
notice and demand to pay the anount creates a presunption that the
person intended to defraud. The notice and demand nust clearly state
that failure to pay creates a presunption that the person intends to
defraud and may result in crimnal charges. Service of the notice and
demand shall be in the sane manner as provided under RCW 59. 12. 040.

(2) This section does not apply if there is a bona fide dispute
under RCW 59. 18. 090, 59.18.100, or 59.18.110 as to the anount of rent
due.

(3) This section does not apply to rental agreenents for commerci al
property.

~-- END ---
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