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H 4903. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2605

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Crimnal Justice & Corrections (originally
sponsored by Representatives O Brien, Ballasiotes, Radcliff, Benson
Const anti ne, Cooper, Lantz, Robertson, Hatfield, Hankins, Scott, Dunn,
Backl und, Costa, MDonald, Mtchell, Thonpson, Quall and Del vin)

Read first tine 02/ 04/ 98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to safety of group hones; and addi ng new sections
to chapter 74.13 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

As used in sections 2 through 4 of this act, "group honme" neans a
facility housing juveniles convicted of or adjudicated as responsible
for crimnal conduct and placed in the facility as a condition of
sent enci ng.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Before placing a group hone in a conmunity, the departnent nust
hol d a public hearing on the subject of the placenent of the group hone
in order to allow the community to conment on the issue. The type of
notice required of the departnent is the sanme notice that is required
by the local nunicipality or county of developers who build in the
muni ci pality or county. The process nust provide for broad
di ssem nation of proposals and alternatives, public neetings after
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community notification, opportunity for witten public comments, and
consi deration of and response to public coments.

(2) Before the departnment places a group hone in an area, the | ocal
| egislative authority shall establish a group hone advisory board of
concerned citizens to nonitor and provide input on the decisions
surroundi ng the placenent of a group hone. The group hone advisory
board shall work with the |ocal police agencies and the group hone
operator to help lessen any negative inpact the placenent of the
facility m ght have on the nei ghborhood in which it is |ocated. The
group hone advi sory board shall serve to i nprove comruni cati ons bet ween
the group hone operator and nei ghborhood organi zati ons.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment nust by rul e adopt strict security requirenents
for staff who work at group honmes. In no event nmay a person who has a
felony conviction wwthin the past five years be allowed to work at or
staff a group hone.

(2) Al group hones nust neet at least the follow ng mninmm
security requirenents:

(a) Have an al arm system designed to nonitor residents and notify
the staff and | ocal police if there has been an escape or if a resident
has taken an unauthorized | eave of the prem ses;

(b) Have doors and windows that are in good condition and have
operative | ocks; and

(c) Have procedures for nmonitoring or supervising the residents’
transit, in order to prevent or mnimze the chance of escape or
unaut hori zed activity during such transit.

(3) Local police agencies may make unannounced visits to group
homes to check security and check the treatnent and status of the
occupants.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The division of juvenile rehabilitation shall create a program
to facilitate the immedi ate retrieval and sharing of juvenile offender
i nformati on and records anong t he departnent, the group hone staff, the
| ocal police departnent, other police departnments in Washington state
or any other states that have had contact with the juvenile offender,
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the current and former school districts attended by the resident, any
juvenile courts that have had contact wth the resident, and any
correctional facilities that have had custody of the resident.

(2) The departnment of corrections, the division of juvenile
rehabilitation, all police departnments within the state, all schoo
districts wwthin the state, and all juvenile courts wthin the state
shall enter into an interagency agreenent for the purpose of sharing
i nformati on about juvenile offenders. The agreenent nust specify the
condi tions under which summary crimnal history information is to be
made available to appropriate school personnel, and the conditions
under whi ch records are nade avail abl e to appropri ate departnent, group
honme, police, and juvenile court personnel.

(3) The primary purpose of the information sharing programis to
allow all interested parties to have full access to the resident’s
arrest and conviction information in order to determine if the resident
nmeets the criteria for admssion to a group hone, or if the resident’s
record indicates that he or she should be placed in a nore secure
facility in order to safeguard the community.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The law enforcenent unit of each public or private primary or
secondary educational institution shall keep records of any serious
di sciplinary problenms reported to, or disciplinary actions taken by,
the institution concerning any student who attends the institution.

(2) The records required by subsection (1) of this section shall be
desi gnated as "l aw enforcenent unit records,” and shall be shared and
made avail abl e pursuant to section 4 of this act.

(3) For the purposes of keeping records under this section, a
public or private primary or secondary educational institution may
establish or designate a "law enforcenent unit" on and ad hoc or as-
needed basi s.

~-- END ---
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