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HOUSE BI LL 2601

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Miurray, Dyer, Cody, Poulsen, Anderson, Butler,
Di ckerson and Qgden

Read first tine 01/ 16/ 98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to establishing a comm ssion to study end-of-life
i ssues; creating a new section; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW _SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The governor shall establish a
comm ssion to study end-of-life issues, to be known as the conmm ssion
on quality care issues at the end of life. The comm ssion shall study
and meke recommendations to the governor and |egislature on state
policies and private sector practices affecting persons approaching t he
end of life; the effectiveness and adequacy of pai n nanagenent poli cies
and protocols including palliative care; the sufficiency of advance
directives for providing informed consent in furtherance of patient
choi ces; access to hospice and in-honme services; natural death and
physi ci an-assi sted sui ci de; professional ethics, including the role of
health professionals in fulfilling the quality of life and quality of
care of termnal patients; and other issues which the conm ssion deens
appropriate in neeting the end-of-life chall enges of the aging.

(2) The governor shall appoint individuals from a variety of
di sci plines and perspectives, acknowl edged in their fields, including
health professionals specializing in eldercare, senior advocates,
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spiritual | eaders, educators, |legal specialists in elderlaw, |ong-term
care institutions, representative health care delivery systens,
i ncl udi ng purchasers and i nsurers, or other individuals with expertise
on end-of-life issues. The nenbership of the conm ssion shall include
two nenbers of the senate, one fromeach of the two | argest caucuses,
and two nenbers of the house of representatives, one fromeach of the
two | argest caucuses, who shall not have a vote. The governor my
renove any nmenber for cause and appoint nenbers to fill vacancies. The
governor shall appoint a chairperson to coordinate and direct the
affairs of the comm ssion, which shall neet at such tines and in such
places in the state as is necessary to acconplish the mssion and
intent of the study. The comm ssion nmay hold neetings, including
hearings to receive public testinony, which shall be open to the public
in accordance with | aw;, and records of the conmm ssion shall be subject
to public disclosure in accordance with | aw. Menbers shall not receive
conpensation, but may be rei nbursed for travel expenses as authorized
under RCW 43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(3) The comm ssion shall transmt its report of findings and
recomendations to the governor and |egislature by Decenber 1, 1998.
The commssion, in its advisory capacity, may deliberate, nake
deci si ons, and nmake findi ngs and recomrendati ons by consensus or vote,
i ncluding the expression of m nority opinions. A majority of the
menbers shall constitute a quorum

(4) This section expires Decenber 31, 1998.

~-- END ---
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