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HOUSE BI LL 2572

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Ballasiotes, Radcliff, Lanbert, Costa, O Brien,
Tokuda, Cole, D ckerson, Kessler, Constantine and Wod

Read first time 01/15/98. Referred to Commttee on Crimnal Justice &
Corrections.

AN ACT Rel ating to treatnent for al coholism intoxication, and drug
addi ction; adding a new section to chapter 70.96A RCW creating a new
section; and making an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that there is an
increase in the jail and prison population that 1is directly
attributable to the upsurge in the prosecution of drug charges and
related crinmes fuel ed by drug abuse.

(2) One innovative approach to handling this problemis a program
that integrates substance abuse treatnent with the processing of
crimnal cases. These prograns, known as "drug courts,” rely on the
strong col | aboration anong judges, prosecutors, defense |awers, and
rel ated supporting agencies, and a partnership with treatnent agencies
and ot her conmmunity organi zati ons.

(3) Research denonstrates the effectiveness of treatnent coupled
with crimnal justice intervention through drug courts. Drug courts
are successful because there is:

(a) A reduction in crimnal behavior resulting in fewer repeat
of f enders;
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(b) Strict accountability and certainty of response to unacceptabl e
behavi or;

(c) Better use of limted jail space resulting in fewer addicted
prisoners and nore jail space for those who pose public safety risks;

(d) Inproved delivery of treatnment services resulting in nore
effective treatnment for a significant popul ati on of substance abusers;

(e) Effective disease prevention and treatnent resulting in better
heal th status for substance abusers as well as prevention and treat nent
of infectious diseases; and

(f) Inproved productivity because of greater enpl oynent and reduced
dependence on social services and health systens.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 70.96A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall contract with counties operating drug
courts for the provision of drug and al cohol treatnent services. At
| east eighty percent of funds provided pursuant to this section shal
be used for direct services to clients, with not nore than ten percent
to be used for admnistration and an outcone evaluation, including
measures of recidivismand reoffense rates.

(2) For the purposes of this section, "drug court" means a court
t hat has special cal endars or dockets designed to achieve a reduction
in recidivismand substance abuse anong nonvi ol ent, substance abusing
of fenders by increasing their |ikelihood for successful rehabilitation
t hrough early, continuous, and i ntense judicially supervised treatnent;
mandatory periodic drug testing; and the use of appropriate sanctions
and other rehabilitation services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof . . . . . . dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the departnent of social and
heal th services for the purposes of section 2 of this act.

~-- END ---
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