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HOUSE BI LL 2543

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Butler, Carlson, O Brien, Radcliff, Kenney, Kastana,
Mason and Vel ori a

Read first tinme 01/15/98. Referred to Conmmttee on Transportation
Pol i cy & Budget.

AN ACT Rel ating to di sabl ed parking fees; anendi ng RCW28B. 130. 020,
46. 08. 172, and 43.01. 240; and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that, despite the best
effort of Washington’s transit agencies, our state’ s disabled travelers
often have few public transportation alternatives other than to travel
by their personal vehicle. Therefore, the state declares its intention
not to charge a fee for parking for those spaces it reserves for
di sabl ed par ki ng.

Sec. 2. RCW 28B.130.020 and 1997 ¢ 273 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The governing board of an institution of higher education as
defined in RCW28B. 10. 016 may i npose either a voluntary or a mandatory
transportation fee on enployees and on students at the institution
The board of the joint center for higher educati on under chapter 28B. 25
RCWnmay i npose either a voluntary or a mandatory transportation fee on
faculty and staff working at the Riverpoint higher education park and
on students attending classes there. The transportation fee shall be
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used solely to fund transportation demand nmanagenment prograns that
reduce the demand for canpus and nei ghborhood parking, and pronote
alternatives to single-occupant vehicle driving. |If the board charges
a mandatory transportation fee to students, it shall charge a mandatory
transportation fee to enpl oyees. However, in no case shall such fees
be charged for parking by persons who qualify for special parking
privileges under RCW46.16.381. The transportation fee for enpl oyees
may exceed, but shall not be I ower than the transportation fee charged
to students. The transportation fee for enpl oyees nmay be deducted from
t he enpl oyees’ paychecks. The transportation fee for students may be
i nposed annually, or each academc term For students attending
community col | eges and techni cal coll eges, the mandatory transportation
fee shall not exceed sixty percent of the maximumrate permtted for
services and activities fees at comunity coll eges, unless, through a
vote, a mpjority of students consent to increase the transportation
fee. For students attendi ng four-year institutions of higher education
or classes at the Riverpoint higher education park, the mandatory
transportation fee shall not exceed thirty-five percent of the maxi mum
rate permtted for services and activities fees at the institution
where the student is enrolled unless, through a vote, a mpjority of
students consents to increase the transportation fee. The board may
make a limted nunber of exceptions to the fee based on a policy
adopt ed by the board.

(2) The board of the joint center for higher education under
chapter 28B.25 RCWshall not inpose a transportation fee on any student
who i s already paying a transportation fee to the institution of higher
education in which the student is enrolled.

Sec. 3. RCWA46.08.172 and 1995 ¢ 215 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The director of the departnment of general adm nistration shal
establish equitable and consi stent parking rental fees for the capitol
canpus and may, if requested by agencies, establish equitable and
consi stent parking rental fees for agencies off the capitol canpus, to
be charged to enployees, visitors, clients, service providers, and
others, that reflect the Ilegislature’s intent to reduce state
subsi di zation of parking or to neet the commute trip reduction goals
established in RCW 70. 94. 527. All fees shall take into account the
mar ket rate of conparable privately owned rental parking, as determ ned
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by the director. However, parking rental fees are not to exceed the
| ocal market rate of conparable privately owned rental parking. [n no
case shall such fees be charged for parking by persons who qualify for
speci al parking privileges under RCW46. 16. 381.

The director nmay del egate the responsibility for the collection of
par ki ng fees to ot her agenci es of state governnment when cost-effective.

Sec. 4. RCWA43.01. 240 and 1995 ¢ 215 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is hereby established an account in the state treasury to
be known as the state agency parking account. Al'l parking income
collected fromthe fees i nposed by state agenci es on parking spaces at
state-owned or |leased facilities, including the capitol canpus, shal
be deposited in the state agency parking account. Only the office of
financi al managenent may aut horize expenditures fromthe account. The
account is subject to allotnent procedures under chapter 43.88 RCW but
no appropriation is required for expenditures. No agency may receive
an allotnment greater than the anount of revenue deposited into the
state agency parking account.

(2) An agency may, as an elenent of the agency’'s comrute trip
reduction program to achieve the goals set forth in RCW 70.94. 527,
i npose parking rental fees at state-owned and |eased properties.
However, in no case shall such fees be charged for parking by persons
who qualify for special parking privileges under RCOW46.16.381. These
fees will be deposited in the state agency parking account. Each
agency shall establish a commttee to advise the agency director on
parking rental fees, taking into account the market rate of conparable,
privately owned rental parking in each region. The agency shall
solicit representation of the enployee popul ation including, but not
l[imted to, managenent, adm nistrative staff, production workers, and
state enpl oyee bargaining units. Funds shall be used by agencies to:
(a) Support the agencies’ commute trip reduction program under RCW
70.94. 521 through 70.94.551; (b) support the agenci es’ parking program
or (c) support the | ease or ownership costs for the agencies’ parking
facilities.

(3) In order to reduce the state’'s subsidization of enployee
parking, after July 1997 agencies shall not enter into |eases for
enpl oyee parking in excess of building code requirenents, except as
authorized by the director of general admnistration. In situations
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where there are fewer parking spaces than enployees at a worksite,
par ki ng nust be allocated equitably, with no special preference given
t o managers.

(4) The director of general adm nistration nust report to the house
and senate transportation conmttees no |ater than Decenber 1, 1997,
regardi ng the inplenentation of chapter 215, Laws of 1995. The report
must include an estimate of the reduction in parking supply and an
estimate of the cost savings.

~-- END ---
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