©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 3453. 4

HOUSE BI LL 2540

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dyer, Cody, Skinner, O Brien, Conway and Mirray
Read first time 01/15/98. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to anest hesi a and hospital charges for dental care;
addi ng a new section to chapter 41.05 RCW and addi ng a new section to
chapter 48.43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 41.05 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Each health plan offered to public enployees and their
covered dependents under this chapter that is not subject to the
provisions of Title 48 RCW and is established or renewed after the
effective date of this section, and that provides benefits for hospital
or medical care shall provide benefits for anesthesia and hospita
charges for dental care for a covered person who: (i) Is a child under
age six; (ii) is severely disabled; or (iii) has a nmedical condition
requiring hospitalization or general anesthesia for dental care
treatment, provided that such services are delivered upon the
recommendati on of the patient’s physician. Prior authorization may be
required in the sane manner that prior authorization is required for
hospitalization for other covered di seases or conditions.
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(b) The health plan mnust also provide coverage for general
anest hesia and treatnent rendered by a dentist for a nedical condition
covered by the health plan, regardless of whether the services are
provided in a hospital or a dental office.

(2) This section does not prevent the application of standard
heal t h pl an provi sions applicable to other benefits such as deductible
or copaynent provisions. This section does not limt the authority of
the state health care authority to negotiate rates and contract with
specific providers. This section does not apply to nedi care suppl enent
policies or supplenental contracts covering a specified disease or
other limted benefits.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 48.43 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1)(a) Every health carrier that provides coverage for hospital or
medi cal expenses shall provide coverage for anesthesia and hospita
charges for dental care for a covered person who: (i) Is a child under
age six; (ii) is severely disabled; or (iii) has a medical condition
requiring hospitalization or general anesthesia for dental care
treatment, provided that such services are delivered upon the
recommendati on of the patient’s physician. Prior authorization may be
required in the sane manner that prior authorization is required for
hospitalization for other covered di seases or conditions.

(b) Coverage must also include general anesthesia and treatnent
rendered by a dentist for a nedical condition covered, regardl ess of
whet her the services are provided in a hospital or a dental office.

(2) This section does not prevent the application of standard
policy provisions applicable to other benefits such as deductible or
copaynent provisions. This section does not Iimt the authority of an
insurer to negotiate rates and contract with specific providers. This
section does not apply to nedi care suppl enent policies or suppl enental
contracts covering a specified disease or other limted benefits.
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