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HOUSE BI LL 2505

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Regal a, Buck, Doumt, Linville, Anderson and Cooper

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to an independent science panel; and adding a new
chapter to Title 41 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:
NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds credible scientific

review and oversight is essential for any adaptive nmanagenent program
instituted for salnon recovery to be effective. The legislature

recogni zes that the best available science for salnon recovery is an
evol ving science, and requires an independent assessnent fromtrained
professionals. The legislature finds that by creating an i ndependent
sci ence panel, funds for salnon recovery will be spent in a cost-
ef fective manner and | ocal innovations that prove to be successful can
be shared throughout the state.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) An independent science panel is hereby
created consisting of five scientists appointed by the governor. The
governor shall appoint two of the initial independent science pane
menbers for six-year terns, two of the initial independent science
panel menbers for four-year terns, and the remaining nmenber of the
i ndependent science panel for a two-year term Al'l  subsequent
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appoi ntnents to the independent science panel shall be for a term of
six years. The i ndependent science panel nenbers shall elect the chair
of the panel anong thensel ves every two years.

(2) Menbers of the independent science panel shall have recogni zed
expertise in habitat requirenments of salnonids, protection and
restoration of salnmonid populations, artificial propagation of
sal nonids, and requirenents for healthy ecosystens on a watershed
basi s.

(3) Menmbers of the independent science panel shall be conpensated
as provided in RCW 43.03.250 and reinbursed for travel expenses as
pursuant to RCW 43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(4) The governor’'s office shall provide all necessary
adm ni strative support to the independent science panel.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The independent science panel created under
section 2 of this act shall have the follow ng responsibilities:

(1) Provide scientific advice to natural resources-related state
agencies for the devel opnent of a state-wide strategy to facilitate
protection and restoration of wld salnonids and to restore healthy
sal non, steel head, and trout popul ations by inproving their habitats,
including key criteria that represents acceptabl e standards that nust
be net;

(2) Serve as an independent scientific peer review panel for the
devel opnent and inplenentation of conprehensive salnon restoration
pl ans, including the | ower Col unbi a steel head conservation initiative;

(3) Assessing cunulative inpacts of |and managenent practices
wi thin an evolutionary significant unit upon habitat of threatened or
endanger ed aquati c speci es;

(4) Reporting to the governor and the legislature on adaptive
managenent recomendations after reviewing the inplenentation of
conpr ehensi ve sal non restoration plans; and

(5) Assisting the governor in the preparation of the annual state
of the sal non report.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Sections 1 through 3 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 41 RCW
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