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H 4654. 1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2497

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Representatives Al exander, Cenents, DeBolt, Regala, Pennington,
Ander son and Hatfi el d)

Read first tine 01/28/98. Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Relating to maintaining and rebuilding el k populations in
Washi ngton; and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that: (1) Certain
Washi ngton el k popul ations are at risk due to habitat changes and to
i ncreased hunting pressures; (2) different cultural perspectives toward
hunting, different tribal and nontribal regulations and enforcenent
procedures, and different views regarding treaty hunting rights have
contributed to tensions between tribal and nontribal elk hunters and
bet ween el k hunters and residents of areas where elk are hunted; (3)
while they bring different perspectives to the hunt, tribal and
nontri bal elk hunters share a common interest in working to maintain
and rebuild el k populations in order to ensure that there will continue
to be el k hunting opportunities; and (4) a conbination of policies and
di scussions to cultivate this common interest could yield ways to
reduce the tensions and maintain and rebuild the el k popul ati ons.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. (1) The departnent of fish and wildlife
shal | :
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(a) Establish nore accurate annual population estimates for
Washington’s elk herds, particularly those herds in areas where
conservation restrictions have been inposed in recent history;

(b) Determ ne as accurately as possible annual elk nortality from
all sources, including the nunber of elk taken by all hunters and by
poachers;

(c) Delineate changes in historic elk ranges along with anti ci pated
habi tat changes in the future and projected i npacts to el k popul ati ons
and herd heal t h;

(d) Design hunting rules and enforcenent strategies that
si mul t aneously honor tribal hunting rights and recognize the nutua
benefit to both tribal and nontribal hunters of preserving and
enhanci ng el k popul ati ons;

(e) ldentify avenues that citizens who |ive near hunting areas can
use to express their concerns and report incidents regarding the taking
of elk, especially during hunting seasons;

(f) ldentify existing el k research and enhancenent efforts underway
in the state by federal, state, and |ocal governnents, tribes, and
private foundati ons and opportunities for possible cooperative efforts
to maintain and rebuild el k populations in the future;

(g) ldentify the resources needed to inplenent these various
measur es and possi bl e fundi ng sources; and

(h) Initiate other efforts the departnment of fish and wldlife
feels it should undertake in order to gain a better understandi ng about
el k hunting and Washi ngton’s el k popul ati ons.

I n acconplishing the tasks in (a) through (h) of this subsection,
the departnent shall place primry enphasis on the Packwood, O ynpic
Peni nsul a, Nooksack, and North Rainier elk herds.

(2) The departnment of fish and wildlife shall invite federally
recogni zed Indian tribes with hunting rights to participate in a series
of discussions on Washington’s elk populations and elk nmanagenent
i ssues. Through these di scussions, the departnent shall work with the
tribal representatives to identify strategies to honor tribal hunting
rights and to maintain and rebuild the elk populations. I n
establishing a format for these discussions, the departnent shal
provi de opportunities for nontribal elk hunters, residents near areas
where el k hunting takes place, and other interested parties to express
their concerns and contribute their constructive suggestions.

SHB 2497 p. 2



1 (3) The departnment of fish and wildlife shall report on the status
2 of subsections (1) and (2) of this section to the |egislature by
3 Decenber 1, 1998.

~-- END ---
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