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HOUSE BI LL 2496

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Buck, Doumt, Anderson, Sunp, D. Sommers, C enents,
But |l er, Schoesl er, Honeyford, Thonpson, D. Schm dt, Linville, Chandler,
Johnson, Regala, Hatfield, O Brien, D ckerson, Ogden, Cooper, Kessler,
Gardner, Conway and Ei ckneyer

Read first time 01/14/98. Referred to Comm ttee on Natural Resources.

AN ACT Rel ating to sal non recovery pl anning; adding a new section
to chapter 75.50 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW_ SECTI ON. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that repeated
attenpts to inprove salnmonid fish runs throughout the state of
Washi ngton have failed to avert the listing of salnon and steel head
runs as threatened or endangered under the federal endangered species
act . These listings threaten the sports and commercial fishing
i ndustry as well as the economc well-being and vitality of vast areas
of the state. The goal is to restore our salnon runs so that fishing
can be reopened in all waters of Wshington for everyone as soon as
possi bl e.

(2) It is recognized that the life cycle of salnonids entails a
large period of tinme when the fish are at sea and outside the

jurisdiction of Washington. It is further recognized that each
salmonid life cycle wll be conpleted long after the current
| egi slature is adjourned. Al though the |egislature understands

successful recovery efforts may not be realized for many years, it is
the intent of the | egislature that the salnon crisis be resolved at the
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earliest opportunity. It is further the intent of the | egislature that
a managenent system be devel oped that efficiently uses these long tine
periods to allow the people of the state of Washington to w sely
prepare and carry out recovery plans to restore adequate salnon
habi t at .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Critical path scheduling information shall be wused to
facilitate salnmon recovery efforts. The schedule shall prioritize
recovery efforts, show progress on projects, and thereby provide a
historic record of recovery activities. The schedule shall set the
scope of restoration efforts in each watershed. The schedul e shal
portray all recovery efforts in the watershed.

(2) The critical path schedul e shall show the tinme franmes in which
restoration activities may occur in the watershed. The department wll
facilitate the scheduling process by providing information regarding
the foll ow ng:

(a) Al hatchery broodstock and rel ease activities;

(b) All wild run equilibriumbrood broodstock and hatch activities;

(c) The predicted run return tines for all runs; and

(d) The identification of the species and weak stock water resource
inventory areas in the evolutionarily significant unit region.

(3) The critical path schedule wll set out, at a mninmm the
restoration efforts of private organizations, and | ocal tribal, state,
and federal governnents. The restoration efforts are those that

address limting factors that affect each endangered species act and
weak stock watershed. These efforts include habitat projects, water
quality i1nprovenent projects, nmaintenance activities, watershed
assessnment activities, and fish-related mtigation efforts. The
schedule shall also set out the nonitoring efforts and adaptive
managenent activities.

(4) At a mnimm each activity, project, and effort shall include
the start date, duration, estimted date of conpletion, estinmted cost,
avai lable private, local, tribal, state, and federal governnent

resources, and, if appropriate, the affected sal nonid species, nunber
of eggs required, and estimated run return forecast.

(5 The critical pathway schedule shall rely, to the extent
possi ble, on existing information as nmay be found on each watershed.
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This information may include studies and data devel oped by private
organi zati ons and i ndi vidual s, and by local, tribal, state, and federal
agenci es.

(6) It istheintent of this section that within an evolutionarily
significant unit region, the individual watershed critical path
schedul es shall be capable of being conbined to create a report that
shows the recovery effort for the evolutionarily significant unit, the
state, or for specific runs of fish.

(7) The critical path schedule for each water resource inventory
area must be updated on an annual basis so as to add new activities,
report progress, show conpl eti on of schedul ed activities, and determ ne
whi ch recovery efforts were successful and to show where adaptive
managenent is required to address those recovery efforts that failed.

(8) Initial efforts for devel oping the critical path schedul e shal
be submtted to the | egislature on January 1, 1999.

~-- END ---
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