©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 3721.1

HOUSE BI LL 2437

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives D. Sommers, Costa, Benson, Sterk and Gonbosky

Read first tine . Referred to Commttee on

AN ACT Rel ating to bicycle hel mets; anmendi ng RCW46. 61. 750; addi ng
a new section to chapter 46.61 RCW creating a new section; and
prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that bicyclingis
popul ar for all ages. Alnost all famlies now have bicycles.
Bicycling is increasing in our state. What used to be sinply a
children’s activity is now a comon form of transportation and
recreation for children, adults, and famlies. |Increased bicycling has
many benefits: It is healthy, nonpolluting, energy-efficient, and does
not cause wear to the road system Bicycling is an enjoyable activity
that people with a wide range of physical abilities can share. The
nature of the activity creates conditions whereby a rider or passenger
may fall or collide with the road surface or ot her objects and possibly
sustain serious or fatal head injury. Therefore, it is beneficial for
all bicyclists or passengers on bicycles within the state of Washi ngton
to wear protective helnets while riding.

In order to provide an effective neans of inplenenting a
requirenment for all bicyclists and their passengers to wear hel nets,
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the |l egislature recognizes that prograns of hel net awareness desi gned
to pronote use of helnets by all ages, undertaken by public and private
agencies wth existing resources, and wth notification of the
requi renent nust precede the date of total enforcenent. Therefore
section 2 of this act takes effect as provided.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 46.61 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning January 1, 1999, it is unlawful:

(a) For a person to operate or ride upon a bicycle on a state
hi ghway, county road, city street, public trail or pathway, or a public
si dewal k adjacent to the foregoing unless wearing a protective hel net
of a type certified to neet the requirenents of standard Z-90.4 of the
American National Standards Institute or such subsequent nationally
recogni zed standard for bicycle hel met performance as the state patrol
may adopt by rule. The hel net nust be equipped with either a neck or
chin strap that nust be fastened securely while the cycle is in notion;

(b) For a person to transport a person upon, in a restraining seat
that is attached to, or in a trailer towed by a bicycle on a state
hi ghway, county road, city street, public trail or pathway, or a public
sidewal k adjacent to the foregoing unless the person transported is
wearing a hel met that neets the requirenents in (a) of this subsection;

(c) For the guardian of a person under the age of sixteen years to
knowi ngly allow, and fail to take reasonable steps to prevent, that
person from operating or riding upon a bicycle on a state highway,
county road, city street, public trail or pathway, or a public sidewal k
adj acent to the foregoing unless that person is wearing a hel net that
nmeets the requirenents in (a) of this subsection. For the purpose of
this subsection, "guardian" neans a parent, |egal guardian, or any
other adult person who maintains responsibility for the safety and
wel fare of a person under the age of sixteen years;

(d) For a person to sell or offer for sale a bicycle helnet that
does not neet the requirenents established by (a) of this subsection;

(e) For a person to rent a bicycle for use by a person unless the
person possesses a helnet that neets the requirenents of (a) of this
subsection, and the one renting is reasonably satisfied that the person
will operate or ride upon the cycle while wearing the helnet in the
manner described in (a) of this subsection.

(2) The state patrol shall adopt rules to inplenent this section
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Sec. 3. RCW46.61.750 and 1982 ¢ 55 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is a traffic infraction for any person to do any act
forbidden or fail to performany act required in RCW46. 61. 750 t hr ough
46. 61. 780 or section 2 of this act.

(2) Notraffic infraction commtted under section 2 of this act may
be reported on a person’s driving record nmaintained by the departnent
of licensing.

(3) In order to educate the public concerning the provisions of
section 2 of this act, during the period from January 1, 1999, to
January 1, 2000, a person violating section 2 of this act will not be
subject to a traffic infraction, though a witten warning of the
violation may be issued. After January 1, 2000, a violator nmay be
issued a reqular notice of traffic infraction. |If this is the first
tine a person has been issued a notice of traffic infraction for a
violation of section 2 of this act and he or she appears in person
before the court and provides evidence that he or she has obtained a
bi cycle helnet in order to conply with section 2 of this act, the court
shall dismss the notice of traffic infraction w thout costs.

(4) These reqgqulations applicable to bicycles apply whenever a
bi cycl e i s operated upon any hi ghway or upon any bicycl e path, subject
to those exceptions stated herein.

~-- END ---
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