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HOUSE BI LL 2400

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Schoesl er, Sheahan, Kessler and Linville; by request
of Washington State Rural Devel opnment Counci

Read first time 01/13/98. Referred to Committee on Trade & Economnic
Devel opnent .

AN ACT Relating to the rural devel opnent council; anending RCW
43. 31. 855; and providing an expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWA43.31.855 and 1997 ¢ 377 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The Washington state rural devel opnent council is established
and governed by an executive conmttee consisting of eleven nenbers,
appoi nted by the governor. The nenbers will include representatives
from the following categories: Busi ness; natural resources;
agriculture; environment; econom c devel opnent; education; health;
human services; counties; cities; and tribal governnents.

(2) ((New)) Menbers of the executive commttee are appointed for
terms of three years from the current nenbership list of the rural
devel opnment council, as nuch as possible. Comm ttee nenbers shoul d be
people who either live, work, or provide direct services in rura
ar eas. Comm ttee nenbership nust consist of no less than ninety
percent of the nenbers living in a rural area. As a transition
strategy for the council and its existing executive commttee, four
representatives (business, counties, health, agriculture) wll be
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appointed in 1997, four (human services, natural resources, cities,
environment) in 1998, and three (economc developnent, triba
governnment, education) in 1999. The new ((eeuneit)) executive
commttee will be fully fornmed in 1999.

(3) The governor may nake appointnments froma list of candi dates
generated by the existing executive commttee. The existing executive
commttee shall generate a list of at |east three but not nore than six
candidates from recommendations from state-wide or regi ona

associ ati ons. The list of candidates for the county representative
shal |l be generated by the WAshington state association of counties.
The list of candidates for the city representative shall be generated
by the association of Washington cities. |In making appointnents, the
governor shall consider an equitabl e geographic distribution.

(4) Menbers of the Washington state rural devel opnent council
executive commttee shall receive no conpensation for their services,

but shall be eligible to receive reinbursenent for travel expenses as
provided in RCW43.03. 050 and 43. 03. 060.

(5) The departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
may provide staff support, adm nistrative assi stance, and office space
to the council as avail able.

(6) The Washington state rural devel opnent council executive
commttee is authorized to establish operating procedures, policies,
and byl aws, and appoint commttees. In addition, the executive

commttee is responsible for hiring, evaluating, and if necessary,
firing the ((exeeute—fexeeutive}l)) executive director according to
state policies and rules.

(7) The Washi ngton state rural devel opnment council is directed to:
Informl egislators, the governor’s office, state agencies, and federal
agenci es about the rural perspective on community devel opnent issues;
identify and in sonme cases devel op recomrended i nprovenents to exi sting
resource delivery systens; and serve as a liaison or internediary
between rural communities and public and private resource providers.
The council’s mssion is to inprove the delivery and accessibility of
public and private resources to neet the needs of rural communities.

(8) This section expires June 30, 2003.

~-- END ---
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