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HOUSE BI LL 2352

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Wnsman, L. Thomas, Scott, Gardner, Zellinsky,
Anderson, Smth and Constantine

Prefiled 01/08/98. Read first time 01/12/98. Referred to Committee on
Appropri ations.

AN ACT Relating to fire fighter pensions; amending RCW 41.16.010
and 41. 16. 050; and adding a new section to chapter 41.16 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 41.16. 010 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 154 s 61 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

For the purpose of this chapter, unless clearly indicated by the
context, words and phrases shall have the foll ow ng neaning:

(1) "Beneficiary" shall nmean any person or persons designated by a
((HH+erman)) fire fighter in a witing filed with the board, and who
shall be entitled to receive any benefits of a deceased ((f+rerman))
fire fighter under this chapter.

(2) "Board" shall nean the municipal ((H+rerenr-s)) fire fighters
pensi on board.

(3) "Child or children" shall nean a child or children unmarried
and under eighteen years of age.

(4) "Contributions"” shall nmean and include all suns deducted from
the salary of ((#++ermen)) fire fighters’ and paid into the fund as
herei nafter provided.
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(5 "Disability" shall nean and include injuries or sickness
sustained as a result of the performance of duty.

(6) "Enrollee" neans a fire fighter, retiredfire fighter, or w dow
or _w dower.

(7) "Fire fighter" or "fireman" shall nean any person regularly or
tenporarily, or as a substitute, enployed and paid as a nenber of a
fire departnent, who has passed a civil service examnation for
((H+erman)) fire fighters and who is actively enployed as a
((H+erman)) fire fighter and a nenber of the pension system created
under this chapter or chapter 41.18 RCW and shall include any "prior
((H+erman)) fire fighter".

((6H)) (8) "Fire departnent” shall nmean the regul arly organi zed,
full time, paid, and enployed force of ((f++eren)) fire fighters’ of
the nmunicipality.

((8))) (9 "Fund" shall nean the ((H++eren-s)) fire fighters’
pension fund created herein.

((99)) (10) "Municipality"” shall nean every city and town having
a reqgularly organized full tinme, paid, fire departnment enploying
((H+Hreren)) fire fighters’

((26y)) (11) "Performance of duty" shall mean the performance of
work and | abor regularly required of ((#+eren)) fire fighters’ and
shall include services of an energency nature rendered while off
regul ar duty, but shall not include tinme spent in traveling to work
before answering roll call or traveling fromwork after dism ssal at
roll call.

((+H)) ((12) "Prior ((H+reran)) fire fighter" shall nmean a
((H+erman)) fire fighter who was actively enployed as a ((H+erman))
fire fighter of a fire departnment prior to the first day of January,
1947, and who continues such enpl oynent thereafter

((+»)) (13) "Retired ((Hreman)) fire fighter" shall nmean and
i nclude a person enployed as a ((H+eman)) fire fighter and retired
under the provisions of chapter 50, Laws of 1909, as anended.

((+3y)) (14) "Wdow or w dower" neans the surviving wfe or
husband of a retired ((H+reman)) fire fighter who was retired on
account of length of service and who was lawfully married to such
((H+erman)) fire fighter; and whenever that termis used wth reference
to the wwfe or former wife or husband or former husband of a retired
((H+erman)) fire fighter who was retired because of disability, it
shall mean his or her lawfully married wife or husband on the date he

HB 2352 p. 2



D 01 A~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38

or she sustained the injury or contracted the illness that resulted in
his or her disability. ((Satd)) The termshall not nean or include a
surviving wi fe or husband who by process of |law within one year prior
to the retired ((H+reman-s)) fire fighter’'s death, collected or
attenpted to collect fromhimor her funds for the support of herself
or hinself or for his or her children.

Sec. 2. RCW41.16.050 and 1994 ¢ 273 s 23 are each anended to read
as follows:

( (Fhrere—+s—hereby—ereatedand—establshedi+nthetreasury—of—each
maa-epatbty) ) (1) A fund ((whieh—shall)) to be known and desi gnated as
the ((f+remen-s)) fire fighters’ pension fund((;—which—shall)) is
created and established in the treasury of each city, town, and fire
protection district with remaining obligations under this chapter or
chapter 41.18 RCW to consist of: ((H)) (a) Al bequests, fees
gifts, enolunents, or donations given or paid thereto; ((2—ferty—Ffive
percent—of—alt)) (b) distributions of noneys received by the state from
taxes on fire insurance prem uns as provided under subsection (2) of
this section; ((3)—taxes—patd—pursvant—to—the—provistons—of)) (c)
property tax receipts of a city or town, as provided under RCW
41.16.060; ((£4))) (d) interest on the investnents of the fund; and
((65))) (e) contributions by fire fighters as provided for herein.

(2) Forty-five percent of the noneys received by the state from
((thetax)) taxes on fire insurance prem uns ((uhrder—the—provistons—of
this—chapter)) 1nposed under RCWA48. 14. 020, or as nuch thereof that is
needed, shall be distributed to cities, towns, and fire protection
districts with remaining obligations against their fire fighters’

pensi on fund in the proportion that the nunber of ((patdiiretighters

+A—the)) enrollees fromthat city, town, or fire protection district
bears to the total nunber of ((patd—FH+re—Fighters)) enrollees
t hroughout the state to be ascertained in the foll owm ng manner:

(a) The secretary of the ((H+eren-s)) fire fighters’ pension board
of each city, town, and fire protection district now or hereafter
com ng under the provisions of this chapter or chapter 41.18 RCW wth
remai ni ng obligations against its fire fighters’ pension fund, shal
( ( wHthia—thirty—days—after—June—+—1961,—and)) on or before the
fifteenth day of January ((thereafter)) of each year, certify to the
state treasurer the nunber of ((pard—FH+re—Fighters—n—the—+tire
departrent—-nA—suech—eity—town,—or—f+reproteetion—distret—For—any
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annextng)) enrollees fromthat city, town, or fire protection district.

(b) The state treasurer shall on or before the first day of June of
each year deliver to the treasurer of each city, town, and fire
protection district ((eemngunder—the—provisions—of—this—~chapter—his
er—her)) with remaining obligations against its fire fighters’ pension
fund a warrant((y)) payable to ((eaeh)) the city, town, or fire
protection district for the anount due such city, town,_ or fire
protection district ascertai ned as herein provided and the treasurer of
each such city, town, or fire protection district shall place the
anmount ((thereef)) to the credit of the ((H+renen-s)) fire fighters’
pensi on fund of such city, town, or fire protection district.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 41.16 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Any city, town, or fire protection district that has received
distributions from the state excise tax on fire insurance pren uns
under RCW41. 16. 050, after the city, town, or fire protection district
ceased having obligations under its fire fighters’ pension fund, shal
return to the state treasurer any distributions that were not used for
t he | egal purposes of the fund.

Any noneys that are returned under this section shall be
distributed to eligible cities, towns, and fire protection districts
under the next distribution provided under RCW 41. 16. 050.

~-- END ---
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