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HOUSE BI LL 2318

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Cole, Wlfe, Fisher, Poulsen, Scott, Gardner,
Linville, Keiser, Ronero, QOgden, Butler, Appelw ck, Kessler, Chopp
Costa, Anderson, Kenney, Cooper, Quall, Constantine, Mson, Sullivan,
Gonbosky, Lantz and Tokuda

Prefiled 01/02/98. Read first time 01/12/98. Referred to Conm ttee on
Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to kindergarten instruction; adding a new section
to chapter 28A. 150 RCW and creating new sections.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 1. The legislature finds that children may
benefit academcally and socially during the primary years by
participating in full-day kindergarten progranms. The |egislature also
finds that full-day kindergarten may be especially beneficial to
di sadvant aged students, and that increasing the | earning opportunities
for kindergarten students will have a positive effect on reaching
Washi ngton’ s hi gher academ c standards. The legislature intends to
make tuition-free full-day ki ndergarten available to all public schools
by the 2006-07 school year.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A 150
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) For purposes of this section, "free or reduced-price |unch”
means |unches served by a school district that qualify for federa
rei moursenment as free or reduced-price l|unches under the national
school lunch programin RCW 28A. 235. 140(1) (a).
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(2) Afull-day kindergarten grant programis established to provide
school districts with an opportunity to inprove student |earning
consistent wwth the student |earning goals in RCW 28A. 150.210 and the
essential academc learning requirenents and academ c standards
devel oped by the conm ssion on student | earni ng under RCW 28A. 630. 885.

(3) The full-day kindergarten grant program is established as
follows: In the 1998-99 school year qualifying school districts may
increase the tine in kindergarten fromone hal f-day to one full-day for
each annual average full-time equival ent ki ndergarten student enrol | ed.

(4) School districts may apply to the superintendent of public
instruction to participate in the full-day kindergarten grant program
begi nning in the 1998-99 school year. Qualifying school districts may
not charge tuition for full-day kindergarten

(5 To the extent funds are appropriated, the superintendent of
public instruction shall distribute to each qualifying school district
an anount sufficient to conprise a basic education allocation provided
in RCW 28A. 150. 250 for each full-time equival ent kindergarten student
equal to one hundred eighty full days of instruction.

(6) The superintendent of public instruction shall nmake grants
avai |l abl e by Septenber 1, 1998. |In awardi ng grants, the superintendent
of public instruction shall give priority to school districts that
satisfy the following criteria:

(a) At least fifty percent of the kindergarten through twelfth
grade student populationis eligible for free or reduced-price | unches,
as determned by the superintendent of public instruction for the
school year in which the grants are provided; or

(b) The school district has nore than five thousand students who
are participating in the free or reduced-price |unch program

(7) School districts that participate in the full-day kindergarten
grant programshal |l eval uate student performance i n subsequent years to
determine if full-day ki ndergarten had any | ong-termeffects on student
| ear ni ng.

(8) The superintendent of public instruction shall develop a
process for school districts to apply to participate in the full-day
ki ndergarten grant program and shall adopt tinmelines and rul es under
chapter 34.05 RCWto adm ni ster the program

(9) This section does not prohibit school districts fromotherw se
providing full-day kindergarten instructional prograns.
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(10) Funding under this section shall not becone part of the
state’s basic program of education obligation as set forth under
Article I X of the state Constitution.

(11) School districts that currently fund full-day kindergarten
through levies may not use a grant under this section to supplant
district funds spent on full-day kindergarten but may only suppl enent
exi sting prograns until the full-day kindergarten programis avail abl e
state-w de, as determ ned by the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. (1) The Washington state institute for
public policy shall conduct or contract for an exam nation of the
characteristics of kindergarten instruction in the comon schools. To
the extent funds are appropriated, the institute shall exam ne the
foll owi ng characteristics:

(a) The current and projected nunber of kindergarten students who
are entering Washington’s schools, their distribution within schoo
districts and schools, denographic characteristics, and soci oeconom c
characteristics;

(b) Current tuition costs for all-day kindergarten and ancillary
costs, if any;

(c) Anticipated facility constraints, if any, associated wth
i npl enmenting full-day kindergarten;

(d) Anticipated certificated, <classified, and admnistrative
staffing needs associated with inplenenting full-day kindergarten; and

(e) Any  additional considerations that may affect t he
i npl enmentation of full-day kindergarten state-w de.

(2) The Washington state institute for public policy shall submt
the report on the characteristics of kindergarten instruction in the
comon school s to the house of representatives and senate commttees on
educati on by Decenber 1, 1999.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. |If specific funding for sections 2 and 3 of
this act, referencing this act by bill or chapter nunber and section
nunbers, is not provided by June 30, 1998, in the suppl enmental omi bus
appropriations act, this act is null and void.

~-- END ---
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