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HOUSE BI LL 2305

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Smth and Bush

Prefiled 12/24/97. Read first tine 01/12/98. Referred to Comm ttee on
Gover nnent Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to processing ballots; anmendi ng RCW 29. 36. 060 and
29.54.085; adding a new section to chapter 29.01 RCW adding a new
section to chapter 29.36 RCW and addi ng a new section to chapter 29.54
RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 29.01 RCW
to read as foll ows:

"Tabul ati on" for purposes of electronic vote tallying systens neans
producing returns of votes cast for elective positions and ball ot
measures on the ballot, whether as precinct totals, partial cunulative
totals, or final cumulative totals. "Tabulation" for purposes of hand
counting ballots neans reading ballots, counting the votes cast on
bal | ots, and produci ng returns of votes cast for el ective positions and
bal |l ot nmeasures on the ballot, whether as precinct totals, partial
cunmul ative totals, or final cunulative totals.

Sec. 2. RCW?29.36.060 and 1991 c 81 s 32 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
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(1) The ((epeningandsubseguent)) processi ng and opening of return
envel opes ((fer—any—prrary—or—eleetion—rmy begin—onrn—or—after)), in

whi ch security envel opes containing absentee ballots are inserted, may
not commence until the tenth day ((prter—te——suech)) before the primary
or election. The opening of the security envel opes ((and)) in_which
absentee ballots are inserted may not commence until after 7:00 a.m on
the day of the primary or election, at which tine: (a) Absentee
ballots may be renpbved from their security envelopes; (b) absentee
bal |l ots may be manual ly i nspected for danmage or incorrect or inconplete
marks in the same manner _as ballots picked up fromthe precincts; (c)
where necessary a true duplicate copy may be nmade of an absent ee ball ot
that is damaged or has incorrect or inconplete marks so that it cannot
be properly read by an electronic vote tallying system follow ng the
procedure under RCW 29.54.085 for making a true duplicate copy of a
ball ot picked up from a precinct; and (d) absentee ballots my be
ot herwi se processed up to the point of tabulation, including being run
through and read by an electronic vote tallying system However ,
tabul ati on of absentee ballots shall not commence until after 8:00
((e—€eloeek)) p.m on the day of the primary or el ection.

(2) After opening the return envel opes, the county canvassi ng board
or its designees shall place all of the ((ballet)) security envel opes
in containers that can be secured with nunbered seals. These sealed
containers shall be stored in a secure location until after ((806

e—¢eloeek—p—m——of)) 7:00 a.m on the day of the primary or election.

bul_ation_bet ¥’ I . Y

(3) The canvassing board or its designees shall examne the

post mar k, statenent, and signature on each return envel ope contai ning
the security envel ope and absentee ball ot ((—Fhey)) and shall verify
that the voter’s signature is the sane as that in the registration
files for that voter. For absentee voters other than out-of-state
voters, overseas voters, and service voters, if the postmark is
illegible, the date on the return envel ope to which the voter attests
shall determne the validity, as to the time of voting, of that
absentee ballot wunder this chapter. For any absentee voter, a
vari ati on between the signature of the voter on the return envel ope and
that in the registration files due to the substitution of initials or
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the use of common nicknanes is permtted so long as the surnane and
handwiting are clearly the sane.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 29.36 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Before processing and opening the return envel ope, the county
auditor shall notify the chair of that county’'s central commttee of
each major political party of the time, date, and place where this
initial processing will begin. The notice nust include a request that
each major political party appoint at |east four official observers to
observe the processing and tabul ati ng of absentee ballots.

The appointed observers of these mpjor political parties my be
present for the processing and tabulation of absentee ballots,
including: (1) Verifying signatures on return envel opes; (2) renoving
security envel opes fromreturn envel opes; (3) renovi ng absentee ballots
fromsecurity envel opes; (4) inspecting absentee ballots for damage or
incorrect or inconplete marks; (5) making a true duplicate copy of an
absentee bal |l ot that i s danmaged or has i ncorrect or inconplete marks so
that it cannot properly be read by an electronic vote tallying system
(6) running absentee ballots through electronic vote tallying systens
so that the systens can read the absentee ballots; and (7) tabul ating
returns for absentee ballots. Appointed observers nmust have access to
all areas where absentee ballots are handled, but may not touch a
bal | ot .

The failure of a party to appoint observers, or the failure of an
appoi nted observer to attend all or a portion of the processing and
tabul ati ng of absentee ballots, does not preclude the processing and
tabul ati ng of absentee ball ots.

Sec. 4. RCW29.54.085 and 1990 ¢ 59 s 33 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The ballots picked up from the precincts during the polling
hours may be ((eeunted)) processed up to the point of being tabul ated,
including being run through and read by an electronic vote tabulating
system before the polls have cl osed. ( ( Eleet+on—Feturns—frem-the
count—of—these—baltots)) The results of paper ballots that were
tabul ated at precinct polling sites before the cl ose of polls under RCW
29.54.018 nust be held in secrecy until the polls have been cl osed ((as

provi-ded—by—RCOW29-54-018) ).
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(2) Upon breaking the seals and openi ng the ball ot containers from
the precincts, all voted ballots shall be mnually inspected for
damage, wite-in votes, and incorrect or inconplete marks. If it is
found that any ballot is damaged or has incorrect or inconplete marks
so that it cannot properly be counted by the vote tallying system a

true duplicate copy shall be nade of the ((damaged—baltot—n—the

using the foll owi ng procedure:

(a) Aballot my not be duplicated until all the other ballots that
were picked up fromprecincts have been tabul at ed;

(b) Duplicate ballots nust be a different color than the original
bal | ot s;

(c) Ateamof two people shall nmake each duplicate ballot;

(d) The sane identification nunber nust be marked on the upper
ri ght hand corner of both the original ballot and its duplicate ballot;

(e) The nanes of the two persons who duplicate the ballot nust be
clearly witten on both the original ballot and its duplicate ballot;

(f) Duplicate ballots nust be tabulated in the sane manner _as ot her
bal | ot s;

(g) After tabulation, each original ballot nust be stapled to its
duplicate ballot, and sets of original ballots and their duplicate
ball ots must be grouped by congressional, legislative, and precinct
order and stored in sealed containers;

(h) Al damaged ballots shall be kept by the county auditor until
sixty days after the primary or election;_and

(i) Notice of the making and tabulating of duplicate ballots nust
be made in the sane manner as notice of a special neeting is nmade under
RCW42.30.080. In addition, this notice nmust be made to the chair of
the county central commttee of each mmjor political party in the
county at |east twenty-four hours before the nmaking and tabul ating of
duplicate ballots.

(3) The returns produced by the vote tallying system to which have
been added the counts of questioned ballots, wite-in votes, and
absentee votes, constitute the official returns of the primary or
el ection in that county.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 29.54 RCW
to read as foll ows:
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The secretary of state shall adopt rules providing for posters
summari zing election crinmes and nmaxi num penalties to be displayed
promnently in all |ocations where absentee ballots and ball ots picked
up fromprecincts are processed and tabul at ed.

~-- END ---

p. 5 HB 2305



