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HOUSE BI LL 2291

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1998 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dunn, Boldt, Van Luven, Honeyford, Gardner and
Linville

Prefiled 12/24/97. Read first tinme 01/12/98. Referred to Conmmttee on
Trade & Econom c Devel opnent.

AN ACT Relating to the use of |odging tax revenues in distressed
areas; and anendi ng RCW 67. 28. 210.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCWG67.28.210 and 1996 ¢ 159 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

Al'l taxes levied and col | ected under RCW67. 28. 180, 67.28. 240, and
67.28.260 shall be credited to a special fund in the treasury of the
county or city inposing such tax. Such taxes shall be levied only for
the purpose of paying all or any part of the cost of acquisition
construction, or operating of stadium facilities, convention center
facilities, performng arts center facilities, and/or visual arts
center facilities or to pay or secure the paynent of all or any portion
of general obligation bonds or revenue bonds issued for such purpose or
pur poses under this chapter, or to pay for advertising, publicizing, or
otherwse distributing information for the purpose of attracting
visitors and encouraging tourist expansion when a county or city has
i nposed such tax for such purpose, or as one of the purposes hereunder,
and until wi thdrawn for use, the noneys accumulated in such fund or
funds may be invested in interest bearing securities by the county or
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city treasurer in any manner authorized by law. 1In addition such taxes
may be used to develop strategies to expand tourism  PROVIDED, That
any county, and any city within a county, bordering upon G ays Harbor
may use the proceeds of such taxes for construction and mai nt enance of
a novable tall ships tourist attraction in cooperation with a tal

shi ps restoration society, except to the extent that such proceeds are
used for paynent of principal and interest on debt incurred prior to
June 11, 1986: PROVIDED FURTHER, That any city or county may use the
proceeds of such taxes for the refurbishing and operation of a steam
railway or historic maritinme vessels used primarily for passenger
transportation for tourismpronotion purposes: PROVIDED FURTHER, That
any city bordering on the Pacific Ocean or on Baker Bay with a
popul ati on of not | ess than eight hundred and the county in which such
a city is located, a city bordering on the Skagit river with a
popul ation of not |less than twenty thousand, or any city within a
county nmade up entirely of islands may use the proceeds of such taxes
for funding special events or festivals, or for the acquisition,
construction, or operation of publicly owned tourist pronotional
infrastructures, structures, or buildings including but not limted to
an ocean beach boardwal k, public docks, and view ng towers: PROVIDED
FURTHER, That any county which i nposes a tax under RCW67. 28. 182 or any
city wth a population less than fifty thousand in such county may use
the proceeds of the tax levied and collected under RCW 67.28.180 to
provi de public restroomfacilities available to and i ntended for use by
visitors: PROVI DED FURTHER, That any county made up entirely of
islands, and any city or town that has a population |less than five
t housand, nay use the proceeds of the tax levied and coll ected under
RCW 67.28. 180 to provide public restroom facilities available to and
intended for use by visitors: PROVI DED FURTHER, That any city or
county nmay use the proceeds of such taxes for funding a civic festival,
if the follow ng conditions are net: The festival is a community-w de
event held not nore than once annually; the festival is approved by the
city, town, or county in whichit is held; the festival is sponsored by
an exenpt organi zation defined in section 501(c)(3), (4), or (6) of the
federal internal revenue code; the festival provides famly-oriented
events suiting a broad segnent of the community; and the proceeds of
such taxes are used solely for advertising and pronotional materials
intended to attract overnight visitors: PROVI DED FURTHER, That any
city may use the proceeds of such taxes for street banners to attract
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and wel conme tourists: PROVI DED FURTHER, That any county that is or
contains an eligible area, as defined in RCW 82.60.010, or any city
within such county, may use the proceeds of such taxes for public
restroons, parking facilities, or other tourismrelated facilities, or

for law enforcenent activities related to tourism

--- END ---
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