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HOUSE BI LL 2248

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Huff and Cody; by request of Health Care Authority

Read first time 03/12/97. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Relating to basic health plan agents’ and brokers’
commi ssi ons; and amendi ng RCW 70. 47. 015.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW70.47.015 and 1995 ¢ 265 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature finds that the basic health plan has been an
ef fective programin providing heal th coverage for uninsured residents.
Further, since 1993, substantial anmounts of public funds have been
al l ocated for subsidized basic health plan enroll nment.

(2) It isthe intent of the legislature that the basic health plan
enrol | ment be expanded expeditiously, consistent with funds avail abl e
in the health services account, with the goal of two hundred thousand
adult subsidized basic health plan enrollees and one hundred thirty
t housand chil dren covered t hrough expanded nedi cal assi stance services
by June 30, 1997, with the priority of providing needed health services
to children in conjunction with other public prograns.

(3) Effective January 1, 1996, basic health plan enrollees whose
incone is less than one hundred twenty-five percent of the federa
poverty level shall pay at |east a ten-dollar prem um share.
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(4) No later than July 1, 1996, the adm nistrator shall inplenent
procedures whereby hospitals |icensed under chapters 70.41 and 71.12
RCW health carrier, rural health care facilities regulated under
chapter 70.175 RCW and comunity and mgrant health centers funded
under RCW 41.05.220, may expeditiously assist patients and their
famlies in applying for basic health plan or nedical assistance
coverage, and in submtting such applications directly to the health
care authority or the departnent of social and health services. The
health care authority and the departnment of social and health services
shall make every effort to sinplify and expedite the application and
enrol | mrent process.
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