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HOUSE BI LL 2241

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representative D. Schm dt

Read first tine 03/04/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Rel ating to maj or political parties; anmendi ng RCW29. 01. 090;
addi ng a new section to chapter 29.42 RCW and decl aring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW29.01.090 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 329 s 9 are each anended to
read as foll ows:
“"Major political party” nmeans a political party of which at |east
one nom nee for president, vice president, United States senator, or a
state-w de office received at | east five percent of the total vote cast
at the last preceding state general election in an even-nunbered
year ((: , I Litical N .
Litical I I . I . 2 I . 3} of
hi . . . I hall . I |
after—the—next—state—general—eleetiontol-owng—June—36—319747)) at

whi ch such an office was on the ball ot.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 29.42 RCW
to read as foll ows:

A new major political party that was not a major political party
before the last state general election held in an even-nunbered year
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shal | not exercise the powers of a major political party until it has
organi zed as foll ows:

(1) Acounty central commttee nust be organi zed at a convention in
each county of the state. Notice of the convention nust be published
each week for at |east two weeks before the convention in a newspaper
of general circulation in the county, with the | ast date of publication
not nore than ten days nor | ess than three days before the date of the
convention. The notice nust specify the date, tine, and place of the
convention, and indicate that precinct conmttee officers and the
county central commttee of the party wll be elected at the
conventi on.

Any registered voter residing in the county may appear and
participate at the convention. The first order of business at the
convention will be the election of a precinct commttee officer from
each precinct in the county, where only registered voters residing in
the precinct may participate in this election. The elected precinct
commttee officers shall elect a county central commttee.

(2) The newy el ected county central commttee of each county shal
hold a neeting to organize and elect one commtteeman and one
comm tteewonman to be part of the state conmttee at its organi zati onal
meet i ng.

(3) The state conmttee shall hold an organi zati onal neeting on or
before July 31st in the year after the even-year general election at
which the political party becane a major political party. The
organi zati onal neeting nmust be held for the purposes specified under
RCW 29. 42. 020, including the election of a chair and vice-chair.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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