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H 2334.1

HOUSE BI LL 2230

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Carrell, Smth and Bush

Read first tinme 03/03/97. Referred to Comm ttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to school district boundaries; anmending RCW
28A. 315. 110, 28A. 315.120, 28A. 315.140, and 28A. 315.150; and repealing
RCW 28A. 315. 250.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 28A. 315. 110 and 1991 c 288 s 2 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of each regional commttee shall be:

(1) To initiate, on its own notion and whenever it deens such
action advi sable, proposals or alternate proposals for changes in the
organi zati on and extent of school districts in the educational service
district; to receive, consider, and revise, whenever in its judgnment
revision is advisable, proposals initiated by petition or presented to
the commttee by the educational service district superintendent as
provided for in this chapter; to prepare and subnmit to the state board
any of the aforesaid proposals that are found by the regional conmttee
to provide for satisfactory inprovenent in the school district system
of the educational service district and state; to prepare and submt
with the af oresaid proposals, a map show ng the boundaries of existing
school districts affected by any proposed change and the boundari es,
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i ncluding a description thereof, of each proposed new school district
or of each existing school district as enlarged or dimnished by any
proposed change, or both, and a summary of the reasons for the proposed
change; and such other reports, records, and materials as the state
board may request. The commttee may utilize as a basis of its
proposals and changes that conprehensive plan for changes in the
organi zati on and extent of the school districts of the county prepared
and submtted to the state board prior to Septenber 1, 1956, or, if the
then county commttee found, after considering the factors listed in
RCW28A. 315. 120, that no changes in the school district organization of
the county were needed, the report to this effect submtted to the
state board.

(2) To hear and decide requests from any school district |ocated
within that educational service district to renove territory from
anot her school district located in that educational service district
and transfer the territory to the school district making the request.
A request to renove and transfer territory under this subsection nust
be in witing, describe the area proposed to be renoved and
transferred, include reasons for the proposal, be signed by at |east a
majority of the directors of the board of directors of the school
district making the proposal, and be filed with the regional comttee.
The regional commttee shall imediately notify inwitingthe affected
school district, or districts, that such a proposal has been filed.
The regional commttee shall hold a public hearing on the proposed
renoval and transfer of territory within sixty calender days of
receiving the request. The hearing nust be recorded and any evi dence
or docunents that are filed nust be kept as part of the record. Any
decision by the regional commttee nust be in witing and nust include
the rationale for its decision. The school district naking the
request, or the school district or districts fromwhich territory would
be renoved, may file a witten appeal of the decision with the state
board within thirty calender days of the decision by the regiona
commttee. |If the regional commttee has not nmade a decision of the
proposal within ninety days of the hearing on the matter, the school
district that filed the request may file a witten appeal with the
state board and the jurisdiction of the regional conmttee shall be
vacated if such an appeal is filed. The regional commttee, or state
board on appeal, shall consider the followng criteria, anpbng others,
when rendering its decision on a request nmade under this subsection:
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(a) The totality of the finances of the school districts; (b) not
creating a great proportional reduction in assessed valuation of the
school district wthin which the territory proposed to be renpved is
| ocated; (c) the wi shes of persons residing in the territory proposed
to be renbved or nearby to the territory proposed to be renoved; and
(d) past history.

(3)(a) To nake an equitable adjustnent of the property and ot her
assets and of the liabilities, including bonded i ndebt edness and excess
tax levies as otherw se authorized under this section, as to the old
school districts and the newdistrict or districts, if any, involved in
or affected by a proposed change in the organi zati on and extent of the
school districts; and (b) to make an equitabl e adj ust nent of the bonded
i ndebt edness outstanding against any of the aforesaid districts
whenever in its judgnment such adjustnent is advisable, as to all of the
school districts involved in or affected by any change heretofore or
hereafter effected; and (c) to provide that territory transferred from
a school district by a change in the organi zati on and extent of school
districts shall either remain subject to, or be relieved of, any one or
nore excess tax levies which are authorized for the school district
under RCW 84.52.053 before the effective date of the transfer of
territory fromthe school district; and (d) to provide that territory
transferred to a school district by a change in the organization and
extent of school districts shall either be nade subject to, or be
relieved of, any one or nore excess tax | evies which are authorized for
the school district under RCW 84.52. 053 before the effective date of
the transfer of territory to the school district; and (e) to submt to
the state board the proposed terns of adjustnent and a statenent of the
reasons therefor in each case. In making the adjustnents herein
provided for, the regional commttee shall consider the nunber of
children of school age resident in and the assessed val uation of the
property | ocated i n each school district and in each part of a district
i nvol ved or affected; the purpose for which the bonded i ndebt edness of
any school district was incurred; the value, |ocation, and di sposition
of all inprovenents l|ocated in the school districts involved or
affected; and any other matters which in the judgnent of the comnmttee
are of inportance or essential to the mking of an equitable
adj ust nent .

((3))) (4) To hold and keep a record of a public hearing or public
hearings (a) on every proposal for the formation of a new school
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district or for the transfer fromone existing district to another of
any territory in which children of school age reside or for annexation
of territory when the conditions set forth in RCW 28A.315.290 or
28A. 315. 320 prevail; and (b) on every proposal for adjustnment of the
assets and of the liabilities of school districts provided for in this
chapter. Three nenbers of the regional commttee or two nenbers of the
commttee and the educational service district superintendent may be
designated by the conmttee to hold any public hearing that the
commttee is required to hold. The regional commttee shall cause
notice to be given, at l|least ten days prior to the date appointed for
any such hearing, in one or nore newspapers of general circulation
wi thin the geographi cal boundaries of the school districts affected by
t he proposed change or adjustnment. In addition notice may be gi ven by
radio and television, or either thereof, when in the conmttee’s
judgment the public interest will be served thereby.

((4))) (5) To prepare and submt to the superintendent of public
instruction fromtine to tine or, upon his or her request, reports and
recomendations respecting the urgency of need for school plant
facilities, the kind and extent of the facilities required, and the
devel opnent of inproved I|ocal school admnistrative wunits and
attendance areas in the case of school districts that seek state
assi stance in providing school plant facilities.

Sec. 2. RCW 28A.315.120 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 299 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Each regional commttee, in carrying out the purposes of RCW
28A. 315.110 (1), (3)., (4)., and (5), shall base its judgnent and
recomendations, if any, to the state board of education, upon such
standards and considerations as are established by the state board of
education pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW for the preparation of
recommended changes in the organi zati on and extent of school districts
and terns of adjustnent as provided for in RCW28A. 315. 110. Such rul es
and regulations shall provide for giving consideration: (1) To
equalization of the educational opportunities of pupils and to
economes in the adm nistration and operation of schools through the
formation of larger units of adm nistration and areas of attendance;
(2) to equalization anong school districts of the tax burden for
general fund and capital purposes through a reductionin disparities in
per-pupil valuation; (3) to geographical and ot her features, including,
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but not limted to such physical characteristics as nmountains, |akes
and rivers, waste land, climatic conditions, highways, and neans of
transportation; (4) to the conveni ence and wel fare of pupils, including
but not imted to renoteness or isolation of their places of residence
and tinme required to travel to and from school; (5) to inprovenent of
the educational opportunities of pupils through inprovenent and
ext ensi on of school progranms and t hrough better instruction facilities,
equi prent, materials, |libraries, and health and other services; (6) to
equalization of the burden of financing the cost of high school
facilities through extension of the boundaries of high school districts
to include within each such district all of the territory served by the
hi gh school |ocated therein: PROVIDED, That a nonhi gh school district
may be excluded froma plan if such district is found by the regional
conmmttee and the state board to be so situated with respect to
| ocation, present and clearly foreseeabl e future popul ati on, and ot her
pertinent factors as to warrant the establishnment and operation of a
hi gh school therein or the inclusion of its territory in a newdistrict
formed for the purpose of establishing and operating a high school; (7)
to the future effective utilization of existing satisfactory schoo

bui l dings, sites, and playfields; the adequacy of such facilities
|ocated in the proposed new district; and additional facilities
required if such proposed district is formed; and (8) to any other
matters which in the judgnent of the state board of education are
related to or may operate to further equalization and inprovenent of
school facilities and services, econonmies in operating and capital fund
expendi tures, and equalization anong school districts of tax rates for
school purposes.

Sec. 3. RCW 28A.315.140 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 300 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

The powers and duties of the state board with respect to this
chapter shall be:

(1) To aid regional commttees in the performance of their duties
by furnishing them with plans of procedure, standards, data, naps
forms, and ot her necessary materials and services essential to a study
and understandi ng of the problens of school district organization in
their respective educational service districts.

(2) To receive, file, and exam ne the proposals and the maps
reports, records, and other materials relating thereto submtted by
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regional conmttees and to approve such proposals and so notify the
regional commttees when said proposals are found to provide for
sati sfactory i nprovenent in the school district systemof the counties
and the state and for an equitable adjustnent of the assets and
l[iabilities, including bonded indebtedness and excess tax |levies as
aut hori zed under RCW 28A.315.110((2))) (83), of the school districts
i nvol ved or affected: PROVIDED, That whenever the state board approves
a recomendation from a regional commttee for the transfer of
territory from one school district to another school district, such
state board approval nust be made not later than March 1 of any given
year for inplenentation the school vyear imediately follow ng:
PROVI DED FURTHER, That whenever such proposals are found by the state
board to be unsatisfactory or inequitable, the board shall so notify
the regional commttee and, upon request, assist the conmttee in
maki ng revi sions which revisions shall be resubmtted within sixty days
after such notification for reconsideration and approval or
di sapproval . | npl enentation of state board-approved transfers of
territory from one school district to another school district shal
becone effective at the comencenent of the next school year unless an
earlier inplenentation is agreed upon in witing by the boards of
directors of the affected school districts.

(3) To hear appeal s made under RCW28A. 315.110(2). The state board
shall consider the record nmade before the regional commttee and may
hold a public hearing for additional input on the matter. The state
board shall render a witten decision on an appeal wthin ninety
cal endar days of the date the request for an appeal was filed, based
upon the criteria specified in RCW 28A. 315.110(2), that includes a
rationale for its decision. The state board shall notify the regional
committee of its decision which is binding on all parties.

Sec. 4. RCW 28A.315.150 and 1990 ¢ 33 s 301 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Upon recei pt by a regional commttee of such notice fromthe state
board as is required in RCW 28A. 315.140 (2) and (3), the educational
service district superintendent shall make an order establishing all
approved changes involving the alteration of the boundaries of an
established school district or districts and all approved terns of
adj ustment of assets and liabilities involving an established district
or districts the boundaries of which have been or are hereafter altered
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in the manner provided by |law, and shall certify his or her action to
each county auditor for the board of county conm ssioners, each county
treasurer, each county assessor and the superintendents of all school
districts affected by such action. Upon receipt of such certification
t he superintendent of each school district which is annexed to anot her
district by the action shall deliver to the superintendent of the
school district to which annexed all books, papers, docunents, records,
and other materials pertaining to his or her office.

NEW SECTI O\. Sec. 5. RCW 28A. 315. 250 and 1985 ¢ 385 s 19, 1975
1st ex.s. ¢ 275 s 90, 1969 ex.s. ¢ 176 s 126, & 1969 ex.s. c 223 s
28A. 57. 150 are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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