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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2170

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Trade & Economc Developnent (originally
sponsored by Representatives Pennington, Shel don and Ogden)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to investnments of state-w de significance; and
adding a new chapter to Title 43 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that certain
industrial investnents nerit special designation and treatnent by
governnmental entities. The legislature further finds that such
i nvestnments bol ster the | ocal econony and have an inpact on the state
econony as a whole. It is the intent of the |legislature to recognize

that certain industrial investnents and projects are of state-w de
significance and that it is in the state interest to expedite their
conpl eti on.

NEW SECTI O\ Sec. 2. The definitions in this section apply
t hroughout this chapter unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(1) "Departnent” neans the departnent of comunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(2) "Director"” nmeans the director of the departnent of comunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent.

(3) "Eligible projects" neans:
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(a) Construction of new buildings and the acquisition of new
machi nery and equi prent when the buil dings, machinery, and equi pnent
are to be used for either manufacturing or research and devel opnent
activities; or

(b) Acquisition of new machinery and equi pnent to be used for
ei ther manufacturing or research and devel opnent if the machinery and
equi pnent is housed in a | eased new building; or

(c) Modernization projects involving construction, renovation,
acquisition, or wupgrading of existing buildings or machinery and
equi pnent, including | abor and services, and are intended to increase
the production of the facility.

(4) "Local governnent" means either: (a) A city or county that
pl ans under chapter 36.70 RCW or (b) a city or county that is required
to plan or elects to plan under chapter 36. 70A RCW

(5) "Machinery and equipnent” has the sane neaning as in RCW
82.61. 010 and 82.63.010.

(6) "Manufacturing"” has the sane neaning as in RCW82.61. 010.

(7) "Project of state-w de significance" neans an eligi bl e project
that neets the requirenents of section 3 of this act.

(8) "Research and devel opnent” has the same neaning as in RCW
82.61. 010 and 82.63.010.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. For purposes of this chapter an industri al
i nvestnment of state-wide significance or a project of state-w de
significance is a border crossing project that involves both private
and public investnents carried out in conjunction with adjacent states
or provinces or a private industrial developnent with private capital
i nvestment i n manufacturing or research and devel opnent. To qualify as
an industrial project of state-w de significance, the project nust be
conpl eted after January 1, 1997, and have:

(1)(a) In counties with a population of less than or equal to
twenty thousand, a capital investnent of twenty mllion dollars;

(b) I'n counties with a popul ation of greater than twenty thousand
but no nore than fifty thousand, a capital investnent of fifty mllion
dol | ars;

(c) In counties with a population of greater than fifty thousand
but no nore than one hundred thousand, a capital investnment of one
hundred mllion dollars;
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(d) In counties with a population of greater than one hundred
t housand but no nore than two hundred t housand, a capital investnent of
two hundred mllion dollars;

(e) In counties with a population of greater than two hundred
t housand but no nore than four hundred thousand, a capital investnent
of four hundred mllion dollars;

(f) I'n counties with a population of greater than four hundred

t housand but no nore than one mllion, a capital investnent of six
hundred mllion dollars; or

(g) In counties with a popul ation of greater than one mllion, a
capital investnent of one billion dollars; or

(2) Been designated by the director as a project of state-w de
significance either (a) because the county in which the project is to
be | ocated is a distressed county and t he econom c ci rcunst ances of the
county nerit the additional assistance such designation will bring; or
(b) because the inpact on a region due to the size and conplexity of
the project nerits such designation

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. (1) A local governnent that receives an
application for the devel opnent of a project of state-w de significance
may, at their option, develop a process for expediting the review
approval, permtting, and conpletion of the project.

(2) The Il ocal governnent may notify the departnment within ten days
of receipt of an application for the devel opnment of a project of state-
wi de significance. The notification to the departnment shall contain
information on the type of project, the anmpbunt of public and private
investnment in the project, and the | ocal governnent contact person.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. (1) The director shall assign an onbudsman
to each project of state-wide significance. The onbudsman is
responsible for assenbling a team of state and | ocal governnent and
private officials to help neet the planning and devel opnent needs of
the specific project of state-w de significance.

(2) The onbudsman shall include those in the team that have
responsibility over the planning, permtting and |icensing,
infrastructure devel opnent, work force devel opnent servi ces,

transportation services, and the provision of wutilities for the
specific project of state-w de significance.
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(3) The team shall work together to expedite the approval of
necessary permts for the furtherance of the specific project.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. In order to provide service to devel opers of
projects of state-wide significance, the departnent shall charge
reasonable fees for services under this chapter. The fees nust be
based on a percentage of the cost of the eligible project and are not
intended to exceed the costs of providing the service. The fees may
not be paid from funds from a federal, state, or |ocal governnent
sour ce.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. The onbudsman fee account is created in the
state treasury. The account consists of all receipts fromfees charged
by the departnent under section 6 of this act. Expenditures fromthe

account may be used only for purposes of this chapter. Only the
director or the director’s desi gnee may aut hori ze expenditures fromthe
account . Expenditures from the account nmay be spent only after

appropriation.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. Sections 1 through 7 of this act constitute
a new chapter in Title 43 RCW

~-- END ---
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