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HOUSE BI LL 2116

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dunshee, Gonbosky, Blalock, Mirray, Benson and
Ander son

Read first time 02/21/97. Referred to Commttee on Governnent
Adm ni strati on.

AN ACT Relating to legislative districts; and anending RCW
44. 05. 090.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW44.05.090 and 1990 ¢ 126 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

In the redistricting plan based upon the 2000 federal census and
thereafter:

(1) Legislative districts shall have ((a)) populations as nearly
equal as is practicable, excluding nonresident mlitary personnel
based on the popul ation reported in the federal ((deeenntal)) census.
Each legislative district will be divided into two subdistricts, A and
B. Subdi stricts mnust have populations as nearly equal as is
practicable, excluding nonresident mlitary personnel, based on the
popul ation in the federal decennial census.

(2) To the extent consistent with subsection (1) of this section

the conmm ssion plan should, insofar as practical, acconplish the
fol | ow ng:
(a) District and subdistrict lines should be drawmn so as to

coincide with the boundaries of |ocal political subdivisions and areas
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recogni zed as communities of interest. The nunber of counties and
muni ci palities divided anmong nore than one district or subdistrict
shoul d be as small as possible;

(b) Districts and subdistricts should be conposed of convenient,
conti guous, and conpact territory. Land areas nmay be deened conti guous
if they share a common |and border or are connected by a ferry,
hi ghway, bridge, or tunnel. Areas separated by geographi cal boundari es
or artificial barriers that prevent transportation within a district or
subdi strict should not be deenmed contiguous; and

(c) Whenever practicable, a precinct shall be wholly within a
single legislative district or subdistrict.

(3) The comm ssion’s plan and any pl an adopted by the suprene court
under RCW 44.05.100(4) shall provide for forty-nine |egislative
districts.

(4) The house of representatives shall consist of ninety-eight

nmenbers, ((twe—ot—whomshall—be—electedfromand+run—at—targe—wthin
each—tegtstative—distrt+et)) each of whom nust run from a separate

| egislative subdistrict. The senate shall consist of forty-nine
menbers, one of whom shall be elected from ((eaeh)) a_ separate
| egislative district.

(5) The comm ssion shall exercise its powers to provide fair and
effective representation and to encourage el ectoral conpetition. The
commi ssion’s plan shall not be drawn purposely to favor or discrimnate
agai nst any political party or group.

~-- END ---
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