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H 2556. 3

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2100

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Commttee on Natural Resources (originally sponsored by
Represent ati ves Buck and Hatfi el d)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to the regional fisheries enhancenent program
anmendi ng RCW 75. 50. 080 and 75.50. 100; adding a new section to chapter
75.50 RCW creating new sections; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that:

(1) Currently, many of the salnon stocks on the Washi ngton coast
and in Puget Sound are severely depressed and may soon be |isted under
the federal endangered species act.

(2) Imedi ate action is needed to reverse the severe decline of the
resource and ensure its very survival

(3) The cooperation and participation of private |andowners in
efforts to restore and enhance anadronous fish popul ations is crucial
to their success.

(4) The existing property rights of private | andowners shoul d not
be adversely inpacted at a |l ater date, by the successful inplenentation
of salnmon restoration and enhancenent projects on their property.

(5) Regional fisheries enhancenent groups have been exceptionally
successful in their efforts to work with private | andowners to restore
and enhance sal non habitat on private | ands.
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(6) Regional fisheries enhancenent groups have provided the nost
cost-effective approach to affecting the recovery of anadronous
fisheries in Wshington state, wth work undertaken by regional
fisheries enhancenment groups returning on average nine dollars in
mat chi ng funds for every one dollar in expenditures fromthe regional
enhancenment account.

(7) As each of the groups mature and expand, funding becones a
significant limtation to maxim zing their fisheries enhancenent and
habitat restoration efforts.

(8) Therefore, an anple stable funding source is essential to the
success of the regional enhancenent groups and their efforts to work
cooperatively with private | andowners to restore sal nbn resources.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 75.50 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The regional fisheries enhancenent salnonid recovery account is
created in the state treasury. Al noneys from federal sources and
nmoneys from state sources specified by statute nmust be deposited into
the account. Moneys in the account may be spent only after
appropriation. Expenditures fromthe account may be used only for the
sol e purpose of fisheries enhancenent and habitat restoration by
regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 3. The regional fisheries enhancenment group
advi sory board shall conduct a study of federal, state, and |oca
permtting requirenents for fisheries enhancenent and habitat
restoration projects. The study shall identify redundant, conflicting,
or duplicative permtting requirenents and rules, and shall make
recommendations for streamlining and i nproving the permtting process.
The results of the study shall be reported to the senate natural
resources and parks conm ttee and the house of representatives natural
resources commttee by Novenber 1, 1997

Sec. 4. RCW75.50.080 and 1993 sp.s. ¢ 2 s 47 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

Regi onal fisheries enhancenent groups, consistent with the |ong-
termregional policy statenents devel oped under RCW 75.50. 020, shall
seek to:

(1) Enhance the sal non and steel head resources of the state;
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(2) Maxim ze volunteer efforts and private donations to i nprove the
sal non and steel head resources for all citizens;

(3) Assist the departnent in achieving the goal to double the
state-w de sal non and st eel head catch by the year 2000 ((unhder—chapter
24— taws—of—1988)); and

(4) Devel op projects designed to suppl enent the fishery enhancenent
capability of the departnent.

Sec. 5. RCW75.50.100 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 2 s 39 (ReferendumBil |
No. 45) are each anended to read as foll ows:

(1) The ((dediecated)) regional fisheries enhancenent group account
is created in the custody of the state treasurer. Only the conmm ssion
or the conmmssion’s designee may authorize expenditures from the
account. The account is subject to allotnment procedures under chapter
43.88 RCW but no appropriation is required for expenditures.

(2)(a) A surcharge of one dollar shall be collected on each
recreational personal use food fish l[icense sold in the state.

(b) A surcharge of one dollar shall be collected on each steel head
license sold in the state.

(c) A surcharge of one hundred dollars shall be collected on each
commercial salnon fishery |icense, each salnon delivery license, and
each salnon charter license sold in the state.

(d) A surcharge of twenty-five dollars shall be collected on each
fishing guide license and each anadronobus gane fish buyers |icense sold
in the state.

Revenues from (a) and (c) of this subsection shall be deposited
into the regional fisheries enhancenent group account. Revenues from
(b) and (d) of this subsection shall be deposited into the regiona
fisheries enhancenent sal nonid recovery account created in section 2 of
this act.

(3) The departnent shall study nmethods for collecting and making
avai l able, an annual list, including nanes and addresses, of all
per sons who obtain recreational and cormerci al sal non fishing |icenses.
This list may be used to assist formation of the regional fisheries
enhancenment groups and allow the broadest participation of I|icense
hol ders in enhancenent efforts. The results of the study shall be
reported to the house of representatives fisheries and wldlife
commttee and t he senate environnent and natural resources commttee by
Cctober 1, 1990. Al receipts shall be placed in the regional
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fisheries enhancenent group account and shall be used exclusively for

regi onal fisheries enhancenment group projects for the purposes of RCW
75.50. 110. Funds fromthe regional fisheries enhancenent group account

shal |l not serve as replacenent funding for departnent operated sal non

projects that exist on January 1, 1991.

(4) Al revenue fromthe departnent’s sal e of sal non carcasses and
eggs that return to group facilities shall be deposited in the regional
fisheries enhancenent group account for use by the regional fisheries
enhancenment group that produced the surplus. The conm ssion shall
adopt rules to inplement this section pursuant to chapter 34.05 RCW

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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