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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2068

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Committee on Comerce & Labor (originally sponsored by
Representatives McMrris, Gant, Sherstad and Thonpson)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to electrical inspection regulatory reform
amendi ng RCW 19. 28. 010, 19.28.015, 19.28.070, 19.28.120, 19.28.190,
19. 28. 210, and 19. 28. 360; adding a new section to chapter 19.28 RCW
and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the safe, pronpt,
and thorough inspection of electrical installations is in the best
interest of the citizens of the state. Counties should be given the
sanme authority to performelectrical inspections as cities currently
exercise. Authorizing electrical inspections to be done locally wll
make |ocal officials responsible for safe, tinely, and professiona
i nspections as is now the case with all other areas of the building
i nspections. Builders in counties that do their own inspections wll
be able to address conplaints to local officials rather than to a state
agency, consistent wth other aspects of regulatory reform now
underway. To facilitate this transition, the | egislature intends that
counties that choose to conduct electrical inspections provide
enpl oynent opportunities to seasoned, experienced state inspectors.
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Sec. 2. RCW19.28.010 and 1993 ¢ 275 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) All wres and equi pnent, and i nstallations thereof, that convey
electric current and installations of equipnent to be operated by
el ectric current, in, on, or about buildings or structures, except for
t el ephone, telegraph, radio, and television wires and equi pnent, and
tel evision antenna installations, signal strength anplifiers, and
coaxial installations pertaining thereto shall be in strict conformty
with this chapter, the statutes of the state of Washington, and the
rules issued by the departnent, and shall be in conformty wth
approved net hods of construction for safety to life and property. Al
w res and equi pnent that fall within section 90.2(b)(5) of the National
El ectrical Code, 1981 edition, are exenpt fromthe requirenents of this
chapter. The regulations and articles in the National Electrical Code,
the national electrical safety code, and other installation and safety
regul ati ons approved by the national fire protection association, as
nmodi fied or supplenented by rules issued by the departnent in
furtherance of safety to |life and property under authority hereby
granted, shall be prima facie evidence of the approved nethods of
construction. All materials, devices, appliances, and equi pnment used
in such installations shall be of a type that conforns to applicable
st andards or be indicated as acceptabl e by the established standards of
any electrical product testing |aboratory which is accredited by the
depart nent. | ndustrial control panels, utilization equipnent, and
their conmponents do not need to be listed, |abeled, or otherw se
i ndi cated as acceptable by an accredited electrical product testing
| aboratory unless specifically required by the National Electrical
Code, 1993 edition.

(2) Residential buildings or structures noved into or within a
county, city, or town are not required to conply with all of the
requi renents of this chapter, if the original occupancy classification
of the building or structure is not changed as a result of the nove.
Thi s subsection shall not apply to residential buildings or structures
that are substantially renodel ed or rehabilitated.

(3) This chapter shall not |imt the authority or power of ((any))
a county, city, or town to enact and enforce under authority given by
| aw, any ordi nance, rule, or regulation requiring an equal, higher, or
better standard of construction and an equal, higher, or better
standard of materials, devices, appliances, and equi pnent than that
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required by this chapter. A county, city, or town shall require that
its electrical inspectors neet the qualifications provided for state
el ectrical inspectors in accordance with RCW 19.28.070. 1In a county,
city, or town having an equal, higher, or better standard the
installations, materials, devices, appliances, and equi prent shall be
in accordance with the ordinance, rule, or regulation of the county,
city, or town. Electrical equipnent associated with spas, hot tubs,
swi mm ng pool s, and hydronassage bat ht ubs shall not be offered for sale
or exchange unless the electrical equipnent is certified as being in
conpliance with the applicable product safety standard by bearing the
certification mark of an approved electrical products testing
| aborat ory.

(4) Nothing in this chapter nmay be construed as permtting the
connection of any conductor of any electric circuit with a pipe that is
connected with or designed to be connected with a waterworks piping
system wthout the consent of the person or persons legally
responsi bl e for the operation and mai nt enance of the waterworks piping
system

Sec. 3. RCW19.28.015 and 1988 ¢ 81 s 2 are each anmended to read
as follows:

D sputes arising under RCW 19. 28. 010((€2))) (3) regardi ng whet her
the county, <city, or town's electrical rules, regulations, or
ordi nances are equal to the rules adopted by the departnent shall be
resolved by arbitration. The departnent shall appoint tw nenbers of
the board to serve on the arbitration panel, and the county, city, or
town shall appoint two persons to serve on the arbitration panel
These four persons shall choose a fifth person to serve. |If the four
persons cannot agree on a fifth person, the presiding judge of the
superior court of the county, or county in which the city or tow is
| ocated, shall choose a fifth person. A decision of the arbitration
panel may be appeal ed to the superior court of the county, or county in
which the city or town is located, within thirty days after the date
t he panel issues its final decision.

Sec. 4. RCW19.28.070 and 1986 c¢c 156 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

The director of | abor and i ndustries of the state of Washi ngton and
the officials of all counties and incorporated cities and towns that
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assune the responsibilities of this chapter and where electrical
i nspections are required by |ocal ordinances shall have power and it
shall be their duty to enforce the provisions of this chapter in their
respective jurisdictions. The director of |abor and industries shal
have power to appoint an electrical inspector, and such assistant
i nspectors as he shall deem necessary to assist himin the perfornance
of his duties. Al electrical inspectors appointed by the director of
| abor and industries shall have not |ess than four years experience as
journeyman electricians in installing and maintaining electrical
equi pnent, or two years electrical training in a college of electrical
engi neering of recogni zed standi ng and four years continuous practical
el ectrical experienceininstallation work, or four years of el ectrical
training in a college of electrical engineering of recogni zed st andi ng
and two years continuous practical electrical experience in electrical
installation work. Such state inspectors shall be paid such salary as
the director of labor and industries shall determ ne, together wth
their travel expenses in accordance with RCW43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060 as
now exi sting or hereafter anmended. The expenses of the director of
| abor and industries and the sal ari es and expenses of state inspectors
incurred in carrying out the provisions of this chapter shall be paid
entirely out of the electrical |icense fund, upon vouchers approved by
the director of I|abor and industries.

Sec. 5. RCW19.28.120 and 1992 ¢ 217 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is unlawful for any person, firm partnership, corporation,
or other entity to engage in, conduct, or carry on the business of
installing or maintaining wres or equipnment to convey electric
current, or installing or maintaining equipnent to be operated by
electric current as it pertains to the electrical industry, wthout
havi ng an unrevoked, unsuspended, and unexpired el ectrical contractor
license, issued by the departnent in accordance with this chapter. All
el ectrical contractor |icenses expire twenty-four calendar nonths
followng the day of their issue. The departnment nmay issue an
el ectrical contractors license for a period of less than twenty-four
months only for the purpose of equalizing the nunber of electrica
contractor |icenses which expire each nonth. Application for an
el ectrical contractor Ilicense shall be nmde in witing to the
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departnent, acconpanied by the required fee. The application shal
st at e:

(a) The nanme and address of the applicant; in case of firnms or
partnerships, the nanmes of the individuals conposing the firm or
partnership; in case of corporations, the nanmes of the nanaging
of ficials thereof;

(b) The location of the place of business of the applicant and the
name under which the business is conducted;

(c) Enpl oyer social security nunber;

(d) As applicable: (i) The industrial insurance account nunber
covering enployees domciled in Washington; and (ii) evidence of
wor kers’ conpensati on coverage in the applicant’s state of domcile for
t he applicant’ s enpl oyees working in Washi ngton who are not domciled
i n Washi ngt on;

(e) Enploynent security departnent nunber;

(f) State excise tax registration nunber;

(g Unified business identifier (UBlI) account nunber nmay be
substituted for the information required by (d), (e), and (f) of this
subsection; and

(h) Whether a general or specialty electrical contractor licenseis

sought and, if the latter, the type of specialty. El ectri cal
contractor specialties include, but are not limted to: Residential,
donesti c appliances, punp and irrigation, |imted energy system signs,

nonresi dential maintenance, and a conbi nation specialty. A genera
el ectrical contractor license shall grant to the holder the right to
engage in, conduct, or <carry on the business of installing or
maintaining wires or equipnent to carry electric current, and
installing or maintaining equipnment, or installing or maintaining
material to fasten or insulate such wires or equipnent to be operated
by electric current, in the state of Washington. A specialty
el ectrical contractor license shall grant to the holder alimted right
to engage in, conduct, or carry on the business of installing or
maintaining wires or equipnment to carry electrical current, and
installing or maintaining equipnment; or installing or maintaining
material to fasten or insulate such wires or equipnment to be operated
by electric current in the state of Washi ngton as expressly all owed by
the |icense.

(2) The departnment may verify the workers’ conpensation coverage
i nformation provided by the applicant under subsection (1)(d) of this
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section, including but not limted to information regarding the
coverage of an individual enployee of the applicant. |If coverage is
provi ded under the | aws of another state, the departnment may notify the
other state that the applicant is enploying enployees in Washi ngt on.
(3) The application for a contractor |icense shall be acconpani ed
by a bond in the sum of four thousand dollars with the state of
Washi ngton naned as obligee in the bond, with good and sufficient
surety, to be approved by the departnent. The bond shall at all tines
be kept in full force and effect, and any cancellation or revocation
thereof, or withdrawal of the surety therefrom suspends the |icense
issued to the principal until a new bond has been fil ed and approved as
provided in this section. Upon approval of a bond, the departnent
shall on the next business day deposit the fee acconpanying the
application in the electrical license fund and shall file the bond in
the office. The departnent shall upon request furnish to any person,
firm partnership, corporation, or other entity a certified copy of the
bond upon the paynent of a fee that the departnent shall set by rule.
The fee shall cover but not exceed the cost of furnishing the certified
copy. The bond shall be conditioned that in any installation or
mai nt enance of w res or equipnment to convey electrical current, and
equi pnent to be operated by electrical current, the principal wll
conply with the provisions of this chapter and with any electrica

ordi nance, building code, or regulation of a county, city, or town
adopted pursuant to RCW 19.28.010((2r)) (3) that is in effect at the
time of entering into a contract. The bond shall be conditioned
further that the principal will pay for all labor, including enployee

benefits, and material furnished or used upon the work, taxes and
contributions to the state of Washington, and all danages that may be
sustained by any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other
entity due to a failure of the principal to nmake the installation or
mai ntenance in accordance wth this chapter or any applicable
ordi nance, building code, or regulation of a county, city, or town
adopted pursuant to RCW 19.28.010((2))) (3). In lieu of the surety
bond required by this section the license applicant may file with the
departnent a cash deposit or other negotiable security acceptable to
the departnent. |If the license applicant has filed a cash deposit, the
departnent shall deposit the funds in a special trust savings account
in a commercial bank, nutual savings bank, or savings and |oan
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association and shall pay annually to the depositor the interest
derived fromthe account.

(4) The departnment shall issue general or specialty electrica
contractor |licenses to applicants neeting all of the requirenents of
this chapter. The provisions of this chapter relating to the Iicensing
of any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
including the requirenent of a bond with the state of Washi ngton naned
as obligee therein and the collection of a fee therefor, are excl usive,
and no political subdivision of the state of Washi ngton may require or
i ssue any |icenses or bonds or charge any fee for the sane or a siml ar
pur pose. No person, firm partnership, corporation, or other entity
hol di ng nore than one specialty contractor |icense under this chapter
may be required to pay an annual fee for nore than one such |license or
to post nore than one four thousand dollar bond, equivalent cash
deposit, or other negotiable security.

(5) To obtain a general or specialty electrical contractor |icense
t he applicant nmust designate an individual who currently possesses an
admnistrator’s certificate as a general electrical contractor
adm nistrator or as a specialty electrical contractor admnistrator in

the specialty for which application has been nade. Adm ni strator
certificate specialties include but are not limted to: Residential,
donestic, appliance, punp andirrigation, |imted energy system signs,

nonresi denti al nmai ntenance, and conbination specialty. To obtain an
admnistrator’s certificate an individual nust pass an exanm nation as
set forth in RCW 19.28.123 unless the applicant was a |icensed
el ectrical contractor at any tinme during 1974. Applicants who were
el ectrical contractors licensed by the state of Washington at any tine
during 1974 are entitled to receive a general electrical contractor
adm nistrator’s certificate without exam nation if the applicants apply
prior to January 1, 1984. The board of electrical exam ners shall
certify to the departnent the nanes of all persons who are entitled to
either a general or specialty electrical contractor admnistrator’s
certificate.

Sec. 6. RCW19.28.190 and 1986 ¢ 156 s 9 are each anended to read
as follows:

No person, firmor corporation engaging in, conducting or carrying
on the business of installing wires or equipnent to convey electric
current, or installing apparatus to be operated by said current, shal
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be entitled to conmence or maintain any suit or action in any court of
this state pertaining to any such work or business, w thout alleging
and proving that such person, firmor corporation held, at the tine of
comencing and performng such work, an unexpired, unrevoked and
unsuspended | i cense i ssued under the provisions of this chapter; and no
county, city, or town requiring by ordinance or regulation a permt for
i nspection or installation of such electrical work, shall issue such
permt to any person, firmor corporation not holding such Iicense.

Sec. 7. RCW19.28.210 and 1996 ¢ 241 s 4 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The director shall cause an inspector to inspect all wring,
appl i ances, devices, and equipnment to which this chapter applies.
Not hing contained in this chapter may be construed as providing any
authority for any subdivision of governnent to adopt by ordi nance any
provi sions contained or provided for in this chapter except those
pertaining to counties, cities, and towns pursuant to RCW19. 28. 010(3).

(2) Upon request, electrical inspections will be nmade by the
departnment within forty-ei ght hours, excl udi ng hol i days, Saturdays, and
Sundays. If, upon witten request, the electrical inspector fails to

make an electrical inspection within twenty-four hours, the serving
utility may i medi ately connect electrical power tothe installationif
t he necessary el ectrical work permt is displayed((—PROVWBED—T hat)) .
If the request is for an electrical inspection that relates to a nobile
home installation, the applicant shall provide proof of a current
building permt issued by the |ocal governnent agency authorized to
issue such permts as a prerequisite for inspection approval or
connection of electrical power to the nobile hone.

(3) Whenever the installation of any wiring, device, appliance, or
equi pnent is not in accordance with this chapter, or is in such a
condition as to be dangerous to life or property, the person, firm
partnership, corporation, or other entity owning, using, or operating
it shall be notified by the departnment and shall within fifteen days,
or such further reasonable tinme as may upon request be granted, make
such repairs and changes as are required to renove the danger to life
or property and to make it conform to this chapter. The director,
t hrough the inspector, is hereby enpowered to di sconnect or order the
di sconti nuance of electrical service to conductors or equipnent that
are found to be in a dangerous or unsafe condition and not in
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accordance with this chapter. Upon nmaking a disconnection the
i nspector shall attach a notice stating that the conductors have been
found dangerous to |life or property and are not in accordance with this

chapter. It is unlawful for any person to reconnect such defective
conductors or equi pnent w thout the approval of the departnent, and
until the conductors and equi pnent have been placed in a safe and

secure condition, and in a condition that conplies with this chapter.

(4) The director, through the electrical inspector, has the right
during reasonabl e hours to enter into and upon any buil di ng or prem ses
in the discharge of his or her official duties for the purpose of
maki ng any inspection or test of the installation of new construction
or altered electrical wring, electrical devices, equipnent, or
material contained in or on the buildings or premses. No electrical
W ring or equi pnent subject to this chapter may be concealed until it
has been approved by the inspector nmaking the inspection. At the tine
of the inspection, electrical wiring or equipnent subject to this
chapter nust be sufficiently accessible to permt the inspector to
enploy any testing nmethods that wll verify conformance with the
national electrical code and any other requirements of this chapter.

(5) Persons, firnms, partnerships, corporations, or other entities
maki ng electrical installations shall obtain inspection and approval
froman authorized representative of the departnent as required by this
chapter before requesting the electric utility to connect to the
installations. Electric utilities may connect to the installations if
approval is clearly indicated by certification of the electrical work
permt required to be affixed to each installation or by equival ent
means, except that increased or relocated services may be reconnected
imredi ately at the discretion of the utility before approval if an
electrical work permt is displayed. The permts shall be furnished
upon paynent of the fee to the departnent.

(6) The director, subject to the recommendati ons and approval of
the board, shall set by rule a schedule of |icense and el ectrical work
permt fees that wll cover the costs of adm ni stration and enforcenent
of this chapter. The rules shall be adopted in accordance wth the
adm ni strative procedure act, chapter 34.05 RCW No fee may be charged
for plug-in nobile homes, recreational vehicles, or portable
appl i ances.

(7) Nothing in this chapter shall authorize the inspection of any
W ring, appliance, device, or equipnent, or installations thereof, by

p. 9 SHB 2068



D 01~ W DN PP

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

34
35
36
37

any utility or by any person, firm partnership, corporation, or other
entity enployed by a utility in connection with the installation,
repair, or maintenance of lines, wres, apparatus, or equipnment owned
by or under the control of the utility. Al work covered by the
national electric code not exenpted by the 1981 edition of the national
el ectric code 90-2(B)(5) shall be inspected by the departnent.

Sec. 8. RCW19. 28. 360 and 1986 ¢ 156 s 12 are each anended to read
as follows:

The provisions of RCW 19. 28. 210 shall not apply:

(1) Wthin a county or the corporate limts of any incorporated
city or town which has heretofore adopted and enforced or subsequently
adopts and enforces an ordinance requiring an equal, higher or better
standard of construction and of materials, devices, appliances and
equi pnrent than is required by this chapter.

(2) Wthin the service area of an electricity supply agency owned
and operated by a city or town which is supplying electricity and
enforcing a standard of construction and materials outside its
corporate limts at the tinme this act takes effect((+—PROWDBED—Fhat-
sueh)). Avcity, town,_ or agency shall henceforth enforce by inspection
wthinits service area outside its corporate limts the sanme standards
of construction and of materials, devices, appliances and equi pnment as
is enforced by the departnent of Iabor and industries under the
authority of this chapter((:—PROMBEDFURFTHER—Fhat)). Fees charged
henceforth in connection with such enforcenent shall not exceed those
established in RCW19. 28. 210.

(3) Wthin the rights of way of state highways, provided the state
departnment of transportation maintains and enforces an equal, higher or
better standard of construction and of materials, devices, appliances
and equi pnment than is required by RCW 19. 28. 010 t hrough 19. 28. 360.

(4) To persons installing load control equipnent as part of a
utility | oad managenent or conservation program when the equi pnent is
owned by the utility and the work is perforned by licensed personnel
enpl oyed by or under the control of the utility.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 19.28 RCW
to read as foll ows:

Counties opting to performtheir own electrical inspections shal
give, to the greatest extent possible, first consideration for
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1 enploynent to the trained persons currently enployed by the depart nent
2 of labor and industries performng electrical inspections at the tine
3 of the transition.

~-- END ---
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