©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

H 0971. 3

HOUSE BI LL 2067

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Conway, O Brien, Cenents, Mason and Cody

Read first tine 02/19/97. Referred to Commttee on Commerce & Labor.

AN ACT Rel ating to regul ati on of plunbers; anmendi ng RCW18. 106. 010,
18. 106. 020, 18.106. 030, 18.106. 040, 18. 106. 050, 18. 106. 070, 18. 106. 080,
18.106. 110, and 18.106.170; and prescribing penalties.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.106.010 and 1995 ¢ 282 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

Unless a different meaning is plainly required by the context, the
foll ow ng words and phrases as hereinafter used in this chapter shal
have the foll ow ng neani ng:

(1) "Advisory board" neans the state advisory board of plunbers;

(2) "Business of plunbing”" neans a person, firm partnershinp,
corporation, or other entity that offers to undertake, undertakes,

submts a bid for, or contracts to do pl unbing;

(3) "Departnent" neans the departnent of |abor and industries;

((3))) (4) "Director" neans the director of departnent of [|abor
and i ndustries;

((4Y)) (5) _"Ceneral master plunber” means any person who is
qualified to engage in all facets of the business of plunbing and has
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a current certificate issued by the departnent of | abor and i ndustries
showi ng that person to be so qualifi ed;

(6) "Journeyman plunber" neans any person who has been issued a
certificate of conpetency by the departnent of |abor and i ndustries as
provided in this chapter;

((65))) (7) "Medical gas piping" nmeans oxygen, nitrous oxide, high
pressure nitrogen, nedical conpressed air, and nedi cal vacuum systens;

A~)) (8) "Plunmbing”" neans that craft involved in installing,
altering, repairing and renovati ng potabl e water systens, |iquid waste
systens, backflow prevention devices, and nedical gas piping systens
wi thin a building((-—PROM-BED—Fhat)). Installation in awater system
of water softening or water treatnent equi pnent ((shath)) is not ((be))
wi thin the neaning of plunbing as used in this chapter;

(9) "Specialty master plunber"” neans any person who is qualified to
engage in the business of plunbing, Ilimted to installation,
mai nt enance, and repair of the plunbing of single-famly dwellings,
dupl exes, and apartnent buildings that do not exceed three stories, and
has a current certificate issued by the departnent of |abor and
industries showing that person to be so qualified;

(10) "Specialty plunber” neans anyone who has been issued a
specialty certificate of conpetency Ilimted to installation,
mai nt enance, and repair of the plunbing of single-famly dwellings,
dupl exes, and apartnent buildings that do not exceed three stories.

Sec. 2. RCW18.106.020 and 1994 c 174 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) No corporation, partnership, or individual nmay engage in or
offer to engage in the business of plunbing or contract to perform
pl unbi ng wi t hout having a valid contractor’s registration and a general
mast er plunber or specialty master plunber certificate or without a
principal, partner, or enployee of that organization having a general
mast er plunber or a specialty master plunber certificate. No buil ding
departnent or authority issuing building permts shall issue a plunbing
permt to any corporation, partnership, or individual wthout obtaining
verification of a general master plunber certificate or a specialty
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master plunber certificate. The general master plunber or specialty
mast er _plunber certificate nunber nust appear on the permt.

(2) No person nmay engage in or offer to engage in the trade of
pl unmbi ng wi t hout havi ng a general master plunber certificate, specialty
nast er plunber certificate, journeyman certificate, specialty

certificate, ((er)) tenporary permt, or ((wtheut—being)) trainee

certificate. A trainee nust be supervised by a person who has a
gener al master plunber certificate, specialty master  pl unber
certificate, journeyman certificate, specialty certificate, or

tenporary permt, as specified in RCW 18.106.070. No contractor my
enploy a person to engage in or offer to engage in the trade of
pl unbi ng unless the person enployed has a general nmaster plunber
certificate, Specialty master pl unber certificate, j our neyman
certificate, specialty certificate, ((er)) tenporary permt, or ((+s

eertiHecate—or—tenporary—permt)) trainee certificate. For the
purposes of this section, "contractor" means any person or body of
persons, corporate or otherw se, engaged in any work covered by the
provi sions of this chapter, chapter 18.27 RCW or chapter 19.28 RCW by
way of trade or business. However, in no case shall this section apply
to a contractor who is contracting for work on his or her own
resi dence.

((2»)) (3) Violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section is
an infraction. Each day in which a person or business engages in or
offers to engage in the trade or business of plunbing in violation of
subsection (1) or (2) of this section or enploys a person in violation
of subsection (1) or (2) of this section is a separate infraction.
Each worksite at which a person engages in the trade of plunbing in
vi ol ati on of subsection (1) or (2) of this section or at which a person
is enployed in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this sectionis a
separate infraction

(3) Notices of infractions for violations of subsection (1) or (2)
of this section nmay be issued to:

(a) The person engaging in or offering to engage in the trade of
pl unbing in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this section;

(b) The contractor in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section; and
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(c) The contractor’s enpl oyee who aut hori zed t he work assi gnnent of
the person enployed in violation of subsection (1) or (2) of this
section.

Sec. 3. RCW18.106.030 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 149 s 3 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Any person desiring to be issued a certificate of conpetency as
provided in this chapter shall deliver evidence in a formprescribed by
t he departnent affirm ng that said person has had sufficient experience
in as well as denonstrated general conpetency in the trade of pl unbing
or specialty plunbing so as to qualify himto nake an application for
a certificate of conpetency as a general mnmaster plunber, specialty
mast er pl unber, journeyman plunber, or specialty plunber((:—PRMDBED-
Fhat)). Conpletion of a course of study in the plunbing trade in the
armed services of the United States or at a school accredited by the
( ( eeordinating—ecounci-—on—occupational—education)) work force training
and education coordinating board shall constitute sufficient evidence
of experience and conpetency to enabl e such person to nmake application
for a certificate of conpetency at the journey and specialty levels
only.

In addition to supplying the evidence as prescribed in this
section, each applicant for a certificate of conpetency shall submt an
application for such certificate on such form and in such manner as
shal | be prescribed by the director of the departnent.

Sec. 4. RCW 18.106.040 and 1977 ex.s. ¢ 149 s 4 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Upon receipt of the application and evidence set forth in RCW
18. 106. 030, the director shall reviewthe sanme and nake a determ nati on
as to whether the applicant is eligible to take an exam nation for the
certificate of conpetency. To be eligible to take the exam nation
each applicant for a general or specialty master plunber’s certificate
shall furnish witten evidence that he or she holds a valid journeynman
plunber’s certificate i ssued by the state of WAshi ngton, or equival ent
experience as determned by the departnent, and that he or she has
worked in the trade of plunbing as a certified journeyman plunber for
a mninmum of two years. The departnent shall establish by rule
eligibility requirenents for equivalent experience outside the
jurisdiction of the state of Washington. To be eligible to take the
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exam nation each applicant for a journeyman plunber’s certificate of
conpetency shall furnish witten evidence that he or she has either
conpl eted a course of study in the plunbing trade in the arned services
of the United States or at a school accredited by the ((eeerdinating
counctH—on—ocecupattonal—education)) work force training and education
coordinating board; or that he or she has four or nore years of
experience under the direct supervision of a licensed journeyman
pl unber. Each applicant for a specialty plunber’s certificate of
conpetency shall furnish witten evidence that he has either conpleted
a course of study in the plunbing trade in the arned services of the
United States or at a school accredited by the ((eemmssion—for
vocattonal—eduecation)) work force training and education coordinating
board or its designee, or that he or she has had at |east three years
practical experience in his or her specialty under the direct
supervision of a licensed general or specialty master plunber, a
|l icensed journeyman plunber, or a licensed specialty plunber. No other

requirenent for eligibility may be inposed. The director shall
establish reasonable rules and regul ations for the exam nations to be
gi ven applicants for certificates of conpetency. |In establishing said

rules, regulations, and criteria, the director shall consult with the
state advisory board of plunbers as established in RCW 18.106. 110.
Upon determnation that the applicant is eligible to take the
exam nation, the director shall so notify him indicating the tinme and
pl ace for taking the sane.

Sec. 5. RCW18.106. 050 and 1983 ¢ 124 s 2 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent, with the advice of the advisory board, shall
prepare a witten examnation to be adm nistered to applicants for
certificates of conpetency for general naster plunber, specialty nmaster
pl unber, journeyman plunber, and specialty plunber. The exam nation
shall be constructed to determ ne:

(1) Whet her the applicant possesses varied general know edge of the
technical information and practical procedures that are identified wth
the trade of journeynman plunber or specialty plunber; ((and))

(2) Whether the applicant is famliar wth the applicabl e plunbing
codes and the admnistrative rules of the departnent pertaining to
pl unbi ng and pl unbers; and
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(3) Whether the applicant for general naster plunber or specialty
mast er pl unber possesses a greater degree of general know edge of the
technical information and practical procedures that are identified with
the trade of plunbing, including but not limted to specific know edge
of the state of Wishington’s contractor registration requirenents,
taxing requirenents, safety obligations of businesses, state industrial
i nsurance _requirenents, plunbing code requirenents, and the
admnistrative rules of the departnent pertaining to plunbers and
contracting.

The departnment shall admnister the examnation to eligible
persons. All applicants shall, before taking the exam nation, pay to
t he departnent a fee.

The departnent shall certify the results of the exam nation, and
shall notify the applicant in witing whether he or she has passed or
failed. Any applicant who has failed the exam nation may retake the
exam nation, upon the terns and after a period of tinme that the
director shall set by rule. The director may not limt the nunber of
times that a person nmay take the exam nation

Sec. 6. RCW18.106.070 and 1985 c 465 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The departnent shall issue a certificate of conpetency to al
appl i cants who have passed the exam nation and have paid the fee for
the certificate. The certificate shall bear the date of issuance, and
shall expire on the birthdate of the holder immediately follow ng the
date of issuance. The certificate shall be renewabl e every ot her year,
upon application, on or before the birthdate of the holder. The
application for renewal nust include evidence of continuing education

of at | east sixteen hours per year. Training courses nmust be approved

by the departnent and nust neet such additional qualifications as nay

be established by the department by rule. A renewal fee shall be

assessed for each certificate. If a person fails to renew the
certificate by the renewal date, he or she nust pay a doubled fee. |If
the person does not renew the certificate within ninety days of the
renewal date, he or she nust retake the exam nation and pay the
exam nation fee.

The certificate of conpetency and the tenporary permt provided for
in this chapter grant the holder the right to engage in the work of
plunmbing as a general nmaster plunber, a specialty master plunber, a
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journeyman plunber, or specialty plunber in accordance with their
provi sions throughout the state and within any of its political
subdi vi sions on any job or any enploynent w thout additional proof of
conpetency or any other license or permit or fee to engage in the work.
This section does not preclude enployees from adhering to a union
security clause in any enploynent where such a requirenent exists.

(2) A person who is indentured in an apprenticeship program
approved under chapter 49. 04 RCWfor the plunbing construction trade or
who is learning the plunbing construction trade may work in the
pl unbi ng construction trade if supervised by a certified general naster
plunber, a certified journeyman plunber, a certified specialty naster
plunber, or a certified specialty plunber in that plunber’s specialty.
Al'l apprentices and individuals learning the plunbing construction
trade shall obtain a plunbing training certificate fromthe departnent.
The certificate shall authorize the holder to learn the plunbing
construction trade while under the direct supervision of a genera
mast er plunber, a journeyman plunber, a specialty master plunber, or a
specialty plunber working in his or her specialty. The holder of the
pl unmbing training certificate shall renewthe certificate annually. At
the time of renewal, the holder shall provide the departnment with an
accurate list of the holder’s enployers in the plunbing construction
i ndustry for the previous year and the nunber of hours worked for each
enpl oyer. An annual fee shall be charged for the issuance or renewal
of the certificate. The departnent shall set the fee by rule. The fee
shal | cover but not exceed the cost of adm nistering and enforcing the
trainee certification and supervision requirenments of this chapter.
Apprentices and individuals |earning the plunbing construction trade
shal | have their plunbing training certificates in their possession at
all times that they are perform ng plunbing work. They shall show
their certificates to an authorized representative of the departnent at
the representative' s request.

(3) Any person who has been issued a plunbing training certificate
under this chapter may work if that person is under supervision.
Supervi sion shall consist of a person being on the sane job site and
under the control of ((e+ther)) a general master plunber, a journeyman
pl unber, or an appropriate specialty master plunber or specialty
pl unber who has an applicable certificate of conpetency issued under
this chapter. ((Brther)) A _general nmaster plunber, a journeyman
pl unber, or an appropriate specialty master plunber or specialty
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pl unber shall be on the sane job site as the noncertified individual
for a mninmm of seventy-five percent of each working day unless
otherwise provided in this chapter. The ratio of noncertified
individuals to certified journeynen or specialty plunbers working on a
job site shall be: (a) FromJuly 28, 1985, through June 30, 1988, not
nmore than three noncertified plunbers working on any one job site for
every certified journeyman or specialty plunber; (b) effective July 1,
1988, not nore than two noncertified plunbers working on any one job
site for every certified specialty master plunber or specialty plunber
or general master plunber or journeyman plunber working as a specialty
pl unber; and (c) effective July 1, 1988, not nore than one noncertified
pl unber wor king on any one job site for every certified general nmster
pl unber or journeyman plunber working as a journeyman pl unber.

An individual who has a current training certificate and who has
successfully conmpleted or is currently enrolled in an approved
apprenticeship programor in a technical school programin the plunbing
construction trade in a school approved by the ((ecoemmssion—for
vocattonal—eduecation)) work force training and education coordinating
board, may work wi thout direct on-site supervision during the | ast six
months of neeting the practical experience requirenents of this
chapter.

Sec. 7. RCW 18. 106. 080 and 1973 1st ex.s. ¢ 175 s 8 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) No examnation shall be required of any applicant for a
certificate of conpetency for a journeyman pl unber or specialty plunber
who, on July 16, 1973, was engaged in a bona fide business or trade of
pl unmbing, or on said date held a valid journeyman plunber’s |icense
i ssued by a political subdivision of the state of Washi ngt on and whose
license is valid at the tinme of naking his or her application for said
certificate.

(2) No examnation is required of any applicant for a genera
master plunber certificate of conpetency: (a) Wwo, on the effective
date of this act: (i) Was engaged in a bona fide business of pl unbing;
(ii) held a valid journeyman plunber’s license issued by the state of
Washington; and (iii) held a valid contractor’s reqgistration i ssued by
the state of Washington; and (b) whose license and registration are
valid at the tinme of making application for the certificate.
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(3) No examnation is required of any applicant for a specialty
master plunber certificate of conpetency: (a) Wwo, on the effective
date of this act: (i) WAs engaged in a bona fide business of pl unbing;
(ii) held a valid specialty plunber’s license issued by the state of
Washi ngton; and (iii) held a valid contractor’s registration i ssued by
the state of Washington; and (b) whose license and registration are
valid at the tinme of making application for the certificate.

Applicants qualifying under this section shall be issued a
certificate by the departnent upon nmeki ng an application as provided in
RCW 18.106.030 and paying the fee required under RCW 18.106. 050:
PROVI DED, That no applicant under this section shall be required to
furni sh such evidence as required by RCW 18. 106. 030.

Sec. 8. RCW18.106.110 and 1995 ¢ 95 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) There is created a state advisory board of plunbers, to be
conposed of ((three)) five nenbers appointed by the governor. ((Gne))
Two nenbers shall be ((&)) journeyman or general master plunbers,
((enre)) two nenbers shall be ((a)) persons conducting a plunbing
busi ness, and one nenber fromthe general public who is famliar with
t he busi ness and trade of plunbing.

(2) The term of ((the)) one journeyman or general master plunber
((shalt)) expires July 1, 1995; the term of the second journeynman or
general master plunber expires July 1, 2000; the term of ((the)) one
person conducting a plunbing business ((shatl)) expires July 1, 1996;
the term of the second person conducting a plunbing business expires
July 1, 2000; and the termof the public nenber ((shal)) expires July
1, 1997. Thereafter, upon the expiration of said terns, the governor
shall appoint a new nmenber to serve for a period of three years
However, to ensure that the board can continue to act, a nenber whose
term expires shall continue to serve until his or her replacenent is
appointed. In the case of any vacancy on the board for any reason, the
governor shall appoint a new nenber to serve out the termof the person
whose position has becone vacant.

(3) The advi sory board shall carry out all the functions and duties
enunerated in this chapter, as well as generally advise the departnent
on all matters relative to this chapter.

(4) Each nmenber of the advisory board shall receive travel expenses
i n accordance with the provisions of RCW43. 03. 050 and 43. 03. 060 as now
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existing or hereafter anmended for each day in which such nmenber is
actual |y engaged i n attendance upon the neetings of the advi sory board.

Sec. 9. RCW18.106.170 and 1983 ¢ 124 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

An authorized representative of the departnent may investigate
all eged or apparent violations of this chapter. An authori zed
representative of the departnent upon presentation of credentials may
i nspect sites at which a person is doing plunbing work or engaged in
the business of plunbing or offering to engage in the business of
pl unbing for the purpose of determ ning whether that person has a
certificate or permt issued by the departnent in accordance with this
chapter or is supervised by a person who has such a certificate or
permt. Upon request of the authorized representative of the
departnent, a person doi ng plunbi ng work or engaged in the business of
plunbing or offering to engage in the business of plunbing shall
produce evi dence that the person has a certificate or permt issued by
the departnent in accordance with this chapter or is supervised by a
person who has such a certificate or permt.

~-- END ---
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