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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2062

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmmittee on Agriculture & Ecology (originally sponsored by
Representatives Linville, Chandler, Gardner, Mastin and G ant)

Read first tine 03/05/97.

AN ACT Relating to seed crop standards; anmending RCW 15. 66. 010,
15. 66. 030, and 15.66.140; and decl ari ng an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW15.66.010 and 1993 ¢ 80 s 3 are each anmended to read
as follows:

For the purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Director” nmeans the director of agriculture of the state of
Washington or any qualified person or persons designated by the
director of agriculture to act for him concerning some matter under
this chapter.

(2) "Departnment” means the departnment of agriculture of the state
of Washi ngt on.

(3) "Marketing order”™ mneans an order issued by the director
pursuant to this chapter

(4) "Agricultural commodity" neans || anmas, al pacas, or any other
animal or any distinctive type of agricultural, horticultural,
viticultural, vegetable, and/or aninmal product, including, but not
limted to, products qualifying as organic food products under chapter
15.86 RCW and private sector cultured aquatic products as defined in
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RCW 15. 85. 020 and other fish and fish products, within its natural or
processed state, including bees and honey and Christnas trees but not
including tinber or tinber products. The director is authorized to
determ ne what kinds, types or subtypes should be classed together as
an agricultural commodity for the purposes of this chapter.

(5) "Producer" neans any person engaged in the business of
produci ng or causing to be produced for market in comrercial quantities
any agricultural comodity. For the purposes of RCW 15.66. 060,
15. 66. 090, and 15.66. 120, as now or hereafter anmended "producer"” shal
i nclude bailees who contract to produce or grow any agricultural
product on behalf of a bailor who retains title to the seed and its
resulting agricultural product or the agricultural product delivered
for further production or increase.

(6) "Affected producer"”™ mnmeans any producer of an affected
comodi ty.

(7) "Affected cormmodi ty" neans any agricultural commodity for which
the director has established a |ist of producers pursuant to RCW
15. 66. 060.

(8) "Commodity commi ssion” or "comm ssion" neans a conm Ssion
formed to carry out the purposes of this chapter under a particular
mar keti ng order concerning an affected comodity.

(9) "Unit" nmeans a unit of volume, quantity or other neasure in
whi ch an agricultural comobdity is comonly neasured.

(10) "Unfair trade practice" nmeans any practice which is unl awf ul
or prohibited under the laws of the state of Washi ngton including but
not limted to Titles 15, 16 and 69 RCW and chapters 9.16, 19.77
19.80, 19.84, and 19.83 RCW or any practice, whether concerning
interstate or intrastate comerce that is unl awful under the provisions
of the act of Congress of the United States, Septenber 26, 1914,
chapter 311, section 5, 38 U.S. Statutes at Large 719 as anended, known
as the "Federal Trade Comm ssion Act of 1914", or the violation of or
failure accurately to label as to grades and standards in accordance
with any lawfully established grades or standards or | abels.

(11) "Person" includes any individual, firm corporation, trust,
associ ation, partnership, society, or any other organization of
i ndi vi dual s.

(12) "Cooperative association" means any incorporated or
uni ncorporated association of producers which conforns to the
qualifications set out in the act of Congress of the United States,
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Feb. 18, 1922, chapter 57, sections 1 and 2, 42 U. S. Statutes at Large
388 as anended, known as the "Capper-Vol stead Act" and whi ch i s engaged
in making collective sales or in marketing any agricultural commodity
or product thereof or in rendering service for or advancing the
interests of the producers of such cormmobdity on a nonprofit cooperative
basi s.

(13) "Menmber of a cooperative association” or "nmenber" nmeans any
producer of an agricultural commodity who markets his product through
such cooperative association and who is a voting stockhol der of or has
a vote in the control of or is under a marketing agreenment with such
cooperative association with respect to such product.

(14) "Seed crop" neans grass, forage, cereal, oil, fiber, seed

potato, and other kinds of crop seed commpnly recognized within this

state as agricultural seeds that are the subject of a nmarketing order

i ssued by the director under this chapter.

Sec. 2. RCW15.66.030 and 1961 ¢ 11 s 15.66.030 are each anended
to read as foll ows:

Mar keting orders may be nmade for any one or nore of the follow ng
pur poses:

(1) To establish plans and conduct prograns for advertising and
sal es pronotion, to maintain present markets or to create new or |arger
markets for any agricultural comodity grown in the state of
Washi ngt on;

(2) To provide for carrying on research studies to find nore
ef ficient nethods of production, processing, handling and marketing of
any agricultural commodity;

(3) To provide for inproving standards and grades by defining
establishing and providing |labeling requirenents with respect to the
sane;

(4) To investigate and take necessary action to prevent unfair
trade practices; and

(5) To mmintain seed purity and availability by establishing

appropriate standards for sanitation and geodraphic isol ation.

Sec. 3. RCW15. 66. 140 and 1985 ¢ 261 s 20 are each amended to read
as foll ows:
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Every marketing comm ssion shall have such powers and duties in
accordance with provisions of this chapter as may be provided in the
mar keti ng order and shall have the foll ow ng powers and duti es:

(1) To elect a chairman and such other officers as determ ned
advi sabl e;

(2) To adopt, rescind and amend rules and regul ati ons reasonably
necessary for the admnistration and operation of the conmm ssion and
the enforcenent of its duties under the marketing order;

(3) To adm nister, enforce, direct and control the provisions of
the marketing order and of this chapter relating thereto;

(4) To enploy and discharge at its discretion such admnistrators
and addi ti onal personnel, attorneys, advertising and research agencies
and other persons and firns that it my deem appropriate and pay
conpensation to the sane;

(5) To acquire personal property and | ease office space and ot her
necessary real property and transfer and convey the sane;

(6) To institute and maintain in its own nane any and all |ega
actions, including actions by injunction, mandatory i njunction or civil
recovery, or proceedings before admnistrative tribunals or other
governmental authorities necessary to carry out the provisions of this
chapter and of the marketing order;

(7) To keep accurate records of all its receipts and di sbursenents,
which records shall be open to inspection and audit by the state
auditor at |east every five years;

(8) Borrow noney and incur indebtedness;

(9) Make necessary di sbursenents for routine operating expenses;

(10) To expend funds for comodity-rel ated education, training, and
| eadershi p prograns as each conm ssi on deens expedient;

(11) To adopt, rescind, anend, and enforce rules necessary to

ensure seed quality and purity through proper isolation between seed

crops and other crops susceptible to cross-pollination or infection

with di seases known to infect the seed crop. The rules may provide for

the creation of a specific geographical area where the production of

ot her crops susceptible to cross-pollinationor infectionwth di seases

known to infect the seed crop are restricted; and
(12) Such other powers and duties that are necessary to carry out
t he purposes of this chapter.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
i mredi atel y.

~-- END ---
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