©O© 00 N O O

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

H 1956. 1

HOUSE BI LL 2046

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Cooke, Kessler and Bol dt

Read first tinme 02/18/97. Referred to Commttee on Children & Fam |y
Ser vi ces.

AN ACT Relating to foster care; anending RCW74.13.031; addi ng new
sections to chapter 74.13 RCW creating a new section; providing an
effective date; and declaring an energency.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW74.13.031 and 1995 ¢ 191 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall have the duty to provide child welfare
services as defined in RCW74.13. 020, and shall:

(1) Devel op, adm nister, supervise, and nonitor a coordinated and
conpr ehensi ve pl an that establishes, aids, and strengthens services for
the protection and care of honel ess, runaway, dependent, or negl ected
chi |l dren.

(2) ((Pevelop—a——reeruiting—plan—Ffor—reeruiting)) Recruit an
adequat e nunber of prospective adoptive and foster hones, both regul ar
and specialized, i.e. homes for children of ethnic mnority, including
I ndian honmes for Indian children, sibling groups, handicapped and
enotionally disturbed, teens, pregnant and parenting teens, and

annual |y ((submt—theplanfor—+eview)) report the departnent’s success

in meeting the need for adoptive and foster home placenents to the
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appropriate commttees of the house of representatives and senate
( ( eommttees—oen—soctal—and—health——serviees)). The ((plan)) report
shall include a section entitled "Foster Home Turn-Over, Causes and
Recommendati ons. "

(3) Investigate conplaints of neglect, abuse, or abandonnent of
children, and on the basis of the findings of such investigation, offer
child welfare services in relation to the problem to such parents,
| egal custodi ans, or persons serving in |loco parentis, and/or bring the
situation to the attention of an appropriate court, or another
comuni ty agency: PROVIDED, That an investigation is not required of
nonacci dental injuries which are clearly not the result of a |lack of
care or supervision by the child s parents, |egal custodians, or
persons serving in loco parentis. |If the investigation reveals that a
crime may have been commtted, the department shall notify the
appropriate | aw enforcenent agency.

(4) Ofer, on a voluntary basis, famly reconciliation services to
famlies who are in conflict.

(5) Monitor out-of-hone placenents, on a tinely and routine basis,
to assure the safety, well-being, and quality of care being provided is
within the scope of the intent of the legislature as defined in RCW
74.13. 010 and 74.15. 010, and annually submt a report ((deHneatingthe
resuts)) neasuring the extent to which the departnent achieved the
specified goals to the appropriate comrmttees of the house of
representatives and senate ((eemmttees—eon——soctal—and—health
servi€es)).

(6) Have authority to accept custody of children from parents and
to accept custody of children fromjuvenile courts, where authorized to
do so under law, to provide child welfare services including placenent
for adoption, and to provide for the physical care of such children and
make paynment of maintenance costs if needed. Except where required by
Public Law 95-608 (25 U. S.C. Sec. 1915), no private adoption agency
which receives children for adoption from the departnment shal
discrimnate on the basis of race, creed, or color when considering
applications in their placenent for adoption.

(7) Have authority to provide tenporary shelter to children who
have run away from home and who are admtted to crisis residential
centers.

(8) Have authority to purchase care for children; and shall follow
in general the policy of wusing properly approved private agency
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services for the actual care and supervision of such children insofar
as they are avail abl e, paying for care of such children as are accepted
by the departnent as eligible for support at reasonable rates
established by the departnent.

(9) Establish a children’s services advisory comrttee which shal
assist the secretary in the developnent of a partnership plan for
utilizing resources of the public and private sectors, and advise on
all matters pertaining to child welfare, licensing of child care
agenci es, adoption, and services related thereto. At |east one nenber
shal |l represent the adoption comunity.

(10) Have authority to provide continued foster care or group care
for individuals from eighteen through twenty years of age to enable
themto conplete their high school or vocational school program

(11) Have authority within funds appropriated for foster care
services to purchase care for Indian children who are in the custody of
a federally recognized Indian tribe or tribally |icensed child-placing
agency pursuant to parental consent, tribal court order, or state
juvenile court order; and the purchase of such care shall be subject to
the sanme eligibility standards and rates of support applicable to other
children for whomthe departnent purchases care.

Not wi t hstanding any other provision of RCW 13.32A. 170 through
13. 32A. 200 and 74.13.032 through 74.13.036, or of this section all
services to be provided by the departnent of social and health services
under subsections (4), (6), and (7) of this section, subject to the
limtations of these subsections, may be provided by any program
of fering such services funded pursuant to Titles Il and Ill of the
federal juvenile justice and delinquency prevention act of 1974.

NEW SECTION.. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall provide a foster parent |iaison position in
each departnent region. The foster parent liaison shall enhance the
working relationship between departnent case workers and foster
parents. The foster parent |iaison shall provide expedited assistance
and reinbursenent for the unique needs and requirenents posed by
speci al needs foster children in out-of-home care. The foster parent
liaison shall reduce the turnover of foster parents by twenty percent
fromthe historical turnover rate in each region.
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NEW SECTION.. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall increase the nunber of adoptive and foster
famlies avail able to accept children through an intensive recruitnent
program The departnent shall provide an additional two hundred
adoptive and foster hone placenents by June 30, 1998.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall provide child-placing agencies |icensed
under chapter 74.15 RCWa rate designed to cover eighty percent of the
agencies’ actual costs in recruiting, training, and licensing foster
homes, visiting foster children, famlies, and birth famlies, case
managenent, and referral services. The departnment shall adopt rules
speci fying how actual costs will be determ ned.

(2) Agencies receiving reinbursenent under this section shall
i nprove their performance for children placed in their custody and care
by the sane factor as the rate increase provided by this section. The
departnent shall adopt rules specifying the objective standards by
which the child care agency will be evaluated. Agencies failing to
nmeet the specified objective standards will be reinbursed for their
services based on the historical percent of their actual costs in
effect on January 1, 1997.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. A new section is added to chapter 74.13 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnment shall provide child care for all foster parents who
are required to attend neetings, training, and any other out-of-hone
activitiesrelated totheir official duties as a foster parent. |[If the
departnment is unable or unwilling to provide such child care the
departnent shall conduct the activities covered by this section in the
foster parent’s hone or other |ocation acceptable to the foster parent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 6. | f specific funding for the purposes of
sections 2 through 5 of this act, referencing this act by sections and
bill or chapter nunber, is not provided by June 30, 1997, in the
omni bus appropriations act, sections 2 through 5 of this act are nul
and voi d.
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NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 7. This act is necessary for the imedi ate
preservation of the public peace, health, or safety, or support of the
state governnment and its existing public institutions, and takes effect
July 1, 1997.

~-- END ---
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