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HOUSE BI LL 2012

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Dyer, Cody, Backlund, Cooke, Keiser and Costa
Read first time 02/18/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to prostate cancer screening and treatnent
education; adding new sections to chapter 43.70 RCW creating new
sections; and maki ng an appropriation.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON\. Sec. 1. This act may be known and cited as the
prostate cancer screening and treatnent education act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) The legislature finds the foll ow ng:

(a) Prostate cancer is the nost common cancer, and second cause of
cancer death in nen. It is estimated that in 1996, nearly three
hundr ed sevent een t housand Anerican nmal es were di agnosed with prostate
cancer and forty-one thousand four hundred died of it. This nunber is
fast approaching the annual breast cancer toll of forty-four thousand
t hree hundr ed.

(b) As with other cancers, early detection of prostate cancer is
critical to effective, |life-saving treatnent.

(c) The cure rate for prostate, if detected before netastis is
ei ghty-four percent.
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(d) According to the Anerican cancer society an annual screening
including the PSA test and a DRE is recomended for certain suspect
cl asses, including:

(i) Asynptomatic nen, aged fifty and over;

(1i) African-Anerican nen, aged forty and over; and

(ti1) Men over age forty with a famly history of prostate cancer.

The annual screening is to enhance early detection of prostate
cancer.

(e) Although one in eleven Anerican nen wll have a serious
encounter with prostate cancer in his lifetine, and a quarter of those
will die of it, many nen are only vaguely aware of the disease, its

treatnent, and its consequences.

(f) Educating the men of Washington state as well as the Washi ngton
health care community about this potentially devastating di sease is of
paranount inportance in order to save lives in the future.

(2) The purposes of chapter . . ., Laws of 1997 (this act) are to:

(a) Create and foster a state-wide program to pronote public
awar eness and know edge about the risk factors, the value of early
detection, and the options available for the treatnent of prostate
cancer;

(b) Hei ghten awareness and enhance know edge and under st andi ng of
prostate cancer by di ssem nating educati on materials, information about
research results, services, and strategies for detection and treat nment
to patients, health professionals, policynmakers, state and | ocal health
and human service officials, and the public;

(c) Uilize educational and training resources and services that
have been devel oped by organizations with appropriate expertise and
know edge of prostate cancer and to use avail abl e techni cal assi stance;

(d) Evaluate existing prostate cancer support services in the
community and assess the need for inproving the quality and
accessibility of these services; and

(e) Provide easy access to clear, conplete, and accurate prostate
cancer information and patient referral services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The secretary shall:

(1) Provide sufficient appropriately trained staff to inplenent the
prostate cancer detection and treatnent education program which is
based on the nost up-to-date scientific information and fi ndi ngs;
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(2) Ensure that the departnment carries out its role in coordinating
the efforts of governnental offices, conmmunity and business | eaders,
communi ty organi zations, health care and human service providers, and
nati onal prostate cancer organizations in areas of prevention,
education, and treatnent of prostate cancer;

(3) Ensure that the use of state resources are maxi m zed by neans
of the coordination of efforts and when appropriate the replication or
use of existing successful prostate cancer prograns and their rel ated
mat eri al s and services; and

(4) Establish a confidential data collection programas determ ned
to be necessary to facilitate the state’'s ability to nonitor and
eval uate the effectiveness of the entities and the program

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 4. The departnent shall:

(1) Establish, pronote, and mai ntain prostate cancer and treat nent
education prograns as an integral part of its health pronotion and
di sease prevention efforts in order to raise public awareness, educate
consuners, educate and train health professionals, teachers, and human
service providers, and for other purposes; and

(2) ldentify existing resources in the area of prostate cancer
educati on, screenings and treatnent education and work to coordi nate
the efforts of existing organizations with new prograns and with each
other, so as to maxim ze education and access to services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Wthin avail able resources, the departnent
may use and coordinate the followng strategies for raising public
awar eness on the causes and nature of prostate cancer, personal risk
factors, value of prevention and early detection, and options for
di agnosing and treating the disease, including the risks, and benefits
of drug therapies currently approved by the United States food and drug
adm ni stration:

(1) An outreach canmpaign utilizing print, radio and television
public service announcenents, advertisenents, posters, and other
mat eri al s;

(2) Community foruns;

(3) Health information and ri sk factor assessnent at public events;

(4) Targeting at-risk popul ations;

(5) Providing reliable information to policynmakers;

p. 3 HB 2012



©O© 00 N O Ol WDN P

[ = S S
a b WO N R O

16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36

(6) Distributing information through county health departnents,
schools, area agencies on aging, enployer wellness prograns,
physi ci ans, hospitals and health nmaintenance organizations, nen’s
groups, sports |eagues, nonprofit organizations, conmunity-based
organi zati ons, and departnent regional offices;

(7) ldentifying and obtaining educational materials including
brochures and videotapes which translate accurately the |atest
scientific informati on on prostate cancer in easy-to-understand terns;

(8 Building a state-wide capacity to provide information and
referral on all aspects of prostate cancer, including educational
materi al s and counsel i ng;

(9) Establishing state linkage with an existing toll-free hotline
for consuners; and

(10) Facilitating the devel opnent and nmaintenance of prostate
cancer support groups.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. Wthin avail able resources, the departnent
may use the follow ng strategies for educating physicians and health
prof essionals and trai ning community service providers on the nost up-
to-date, accurate scientific and nedical information on prostate cancer
detection, diagnosis, and treatnent, therapeutic decision making,
i ncl udi ng guidelines for detecting and treating the disease in speci al
popul ations, risks and benefits of nmedications, and research advances:

(1) ldentify and obtain educational materials for the professional
that translates the latest scientific and nedical information into
clinical applications;

(2) Rai se awareness anong physi ci ans and heal th and human servi ces
professionals as to the i nportance of prostate cancer early detection,
treatnent, and rehabilitation;

(3) ldentify and use available curricula for training health and
human service providers and comunity |eaders on prostate cancer
detection and treatnent;

(4) Provide workshops and semnars for in-depth professional
devel opment in the field of the care and managenent of the patient with
prostate cancer; and

(5) Conduct a state-wide conference on prostate cancer at
appropriate intervals.
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NEW _SECTI ON\. Sec. 7. (1) Wthin available resources, the
departnment may conduct a needs assessnent to identify:

(a) Research being conducted within the state;

(b) Available technical assistance and educational materials and
prograns nationw de;

(c) Levels of public and professional awareness about prostate
cancer;

(d) Needs of prostate cancer patients, their famlies, and
caregi vers;

(e) Needs of health care providers, including physicians, nurses,
managed care organi zations, and other health care providers;

(f) Services available to the prostate cancer patient;

(g) Existence of prostate cancer treatnent prograns;

(h) Existence of prostate cancer support groups; and

(1) Existence of rehabilitation services.

(2) Based on the needs assessnent, the departnent shall devel op and
maintain a list of prostate cancer-related services and health care
providers with specialization in services to detect, diagnose, and
treat prostate cancer. This list nust be dissemnated with a
description of diagnostic testing procedures, appropriate indications
for their use, drug therapies currently approved by the United States
food and drug adm nistration, and a cautionary statement about the
current status of prostate cancer research, detection, and treatnent.

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 8. (1) The departnent may replicate and use
successful prostate cancer prograns and either or both enter into
contracts and purchase materials or services from organizations with
appropriate expertise and know edge of prostate cancer for such
services and materials as, but not limted to, the foll ow ng:

(a) Educational information and materials on the risk factors
detection, treatnment, and managenent of prostate cancer;

(b) Training of the departnent;

(c) Physician and health care professional education and training
and clinical conferences;

(d) Conference organization and staffing;

(e) Regional office devel opnent and staffing;

(f) Nom nations for advisory panels;

(g) Support group devel opnent;

(h) Consul tation
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(1) Resource library facilities;

(Jj) Training home health aides and nursing home personnel; and

(k) Training teachers.

(2) The departnment may enter into an agreenment or agreenents to
work with a national organization or organizations with expertise in
prostate cancer to establish and staff an office or offices of that
organi zation in the state to inplenent parts of the prostate cancer
program

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. (1) The governor shall designate a week as
"prostate cancer education week" and shall nmake such resol utions as are
necessary to hei ghten awareness of prostate cancer, its detection, and
treatment during that week.

(2) The departnent shall coordi nate, sponsor, support, or otherw se
cause to be held state-wide, public events and outreach efforts in
support of prostate cancer education week, which shall include, to the
extent appropriate, education efforts described in section 5 of this
act .

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 10. The secretary may accept grants, services,
and property fromthe federal governnent, foundations, organizations,
medi cal schools, and other entities as may be available for the
purposes of fulfilling the obligations of this program

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 11. The secretary shall seek any federal waiver
or waivers that may be necessary to maximze funds from the federa
government to inplenent this program

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 12. The sumof . . . . . dollars, or as much
thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the biennium ending
June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the departnent of health for
t he purposes of this act.

NEW SECTION.  Sec. 13. Sections 3 through 11 of this act are each
added to chapter 43.70 RCW

~-- END ---
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