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HOUSE BI LL 1996

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Dyer, Cody, Qall, Conway, Cole, Mirray, Skinner,
Cooke and Costa

Read first tine 02/18/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to referrals to physical therapists fromlicensed
nurse practitioners; and anmendi ng RCW 18. 74. 010.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW18.74.010 and 1991 ¢ 12 s 1 are each anmended to read
as follows:

Unl ess the context otherwise requires, the definitions in this
section apply throughout this chapter.

(1) "Board" neans the board of physical therapy created by RCW
18. 74. 020.

(2) "Departnent" neans the departnent of health.

(3) "Physical therapy" nmeans the treatnent of any bodily or nental
condi tion of any person by the use of the physical, chem cal, and ot her
properties of heat, cold, air, light, water, electricity, sound,
massage, and therapeutic exercise, which includes posture and
rehabilitation procedures; the performance of tests and neasurenents of
neuronuscul ar function as an aid to the diagnosis or treatnent of any
human condition; performance of treatnents on the basis of test
findings after consultation with and periodic review by an authori zed
health care practitioner except as provided in RCW 18.74.012;
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supervision of selective fornms of treatnent by trained supportive
personnel; and provision of consultative services for health,

education, and communi ty agenci es. The use of Roentgen rays and radi um
for diagnostic and therapeutic purposes, the use of electricity for
surgi cal purposes, including cauterization, and the use of spinal

mani pul ation or manipulative nobilization of the spine and its
i mredi ate articulations, are not included under the term "physica

t herapy"” as used in this chapter.

(4) "Physical therapist" neans a person who practices physica
therapy as defined in this chapter but does not include nassage
operators as defined in RCW 18. 108. 010.

(5) "Secretary" neans the secretary of health.

(6) Words inporting the mascul i ne gender may be applied to fenal es.

(7) "Authorized health care practitioner" neans and includes

i censed physi ci ans, ost eopat hi ¢ physi ci ans, chiropractors,
nat ur opat hs, ((pediatristss;—and)) podiatric physicians and surgeons,
dentists, and advanced registered nurse practitioners: PROVI DED,

HONEVER, That nothi ng herein shall be construed as altering the scope
of practice of such practitioners as defined in their respective
licensure | aws.

--- END ---
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