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HOUSE BI LL 1958

State of Washi ngton 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Sherstad, Cody and Zellinsky
Read first time 02/14/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Rel ating to maintaining market forces and consuner choice in
boarding honme care; anending RCW 74.39A 010, 74.39A 070, and
74. 39A. 080; adding a new section to chapter 74.39A RCW and repealing
RCW 74. 39A. 020.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW 74. 39A. 010 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 14 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

(1) To the extent of available funding, the departnment of social
and health services may ((eoentract—wth—ecensed)) place nedicaid
eligibleindividuals in boardi ng hones |icensed under chapter 18.20 RCW

and tribally |Iicensed boardlng honmes ( (fer—asststedtivingserviees—and
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subjeet—tothedepartrent—s—+ules)) (a) A boarding hone |licensed under

chapter 18.20 RCWor tribally licensed is eligible to accept nedicaid
residents. Al hones desiring to accept nedicaid residents shall be
placed upon a list that nust be nmade available to the prospective
resident, resident’s famly, or guardian or other interested party, and
the resident, famly nenber, or guardian may contact the boardi ng hone
and arrange a visit. |f the resident is not capable of visiting or
chooses not to, and no other person is available to visit on the
prospective resident’s behalf, the departnent case nmanager nay choose
a boardi ng hone.

(b) Once a boarding hone is chosen, the case nanager shall call or
visit the boarding hone to discuss specific care needs for the
prospective resident. The boarding honme may accept or decline the
pl acenent. The resident or guardian shall sign and abide by the sane
agreenent as all other residents of the boarding hone, including
di scharge agreenent.

(c) After placenent, the case manager shall visit the resident from
tine to time and discuss the resident’s care with the staff of the
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boarding hone. If the case manager and staff agree that the pl acenent
continues to be appropriate, the resident may renmain in the boarding
hone. If the staff or case nmanager believes the placenent is no | onger
appropriate, the departnent shall nove the resident within forty-five
days unless a new agreenent isS negotiated. If the case manager
concludes the resident’s imediate health or safety is at risk, the
departnent may take immediate action to renove the resident and shal
furnish the boarding hone with a detailed witten explanation for its
action within five working days.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 74. 39A RCW
to read as foll ows:

The departnent nay create categories of need solely for the purpose
of defining paynent levels for residents it places in boarding hones.
The categories and their definitions and paynent standards nust be
devel oped in rule under chapter 34.05 RCW

Sec. 3. RCW 74.39A. 070 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 16 are each
anmended to read as foll ows:

.  dential : : hich_t]

I L adul I I | l g I .
wH-h—a—provider)) care with a boarding hone if the departnent finds
that the ((provider)) boarding hone or any partner, officer, director,
manageri al enpl oyee, or owner of five percent or nore of the provider
has a history of significant nonconpliance wth federal or state
regul ations, rules, or laws in providing care or services to vul nerabl e
adults or to children

2y)) The departnent shall not contract for ((

Sec. 4. RCW74.39A. 080 and 1996 ¢ 193 s 1 are each anended to read
as foll ows:
(1) The departnent ((+s—authortzed—to—take—one—or—more—of—the
. L o I . = f thi . . . hi el
I I i I g : . R . | l
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pending—any—hearing—)) shal

report to the departnent of health any

nonconmpli ance with chapter

18. 20 RCW observed by enpl oyees

in the

course of their duty.
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(2) The departnent of health shall mke an i mmedi ate inspection
based on any conplaint froman enpl oyee of the departnent of social and

heal th services.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. RCW74.39A 020 and 1995 1st sp.s. ¢ 18 s 15
are each repeal ed.

~-- END ---
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