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HOUSE BI LL 1917

State of Washi ngton 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on
By Representatives Skinner, Mirray, Thonpson and Cody
Read first time 02/13/97. Referred to Commttee on Health Care.

AN ACT Relating to the certification of public health dental
hygi eni sts practicing anong underserved populations; adding new
sections to chapter 18.29 RCW creating a new section; and providi ng an
expiration date.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTI ON. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that access to
preventive and restorative oral health services by | owincone famlies
and eligible nedicaid children is currently restricted by conplex
regul atory, financial, cultural, and geographic barriers that have
resulted in a large nunber of children suffering unnecessarily from
dental disease. The legislature also finds that very early exposure to
oral health care can significantly reduce the incidence of dental
di sease and reverse it in many cases, thereby significantly reducing
costs of providing dental services to | owinconme popul ations.

It is the intent of the legislature to provide access to ora
health care services to nedicaid eligible and | owincone famlies and
children and ot her dental |y underserved popul ati ons by addressi ng sone
identified barriers.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. (1) A dental hygienist |icensed under this
chapter may apply for certification by the departnent as a public
heal t h dental hygi eni st upon:

(a) Attai nnment of a baccal aureate degree in dental hygiene froman
accredited school or degree conpletion program in higher education
recogni zed by the secretary of health

(b) Conpl etion of the approved educati onal program devel oped under
section 4 of this act;

(c) Establishnent and maintenance of an acceptable practice
protocol with a |icensed dentist devel oped and approved by the dental
qual ity assurance comm ssion pursuant to section 3 of this act; and

(d) Conpliance with admnistrative procedures, admnistrative
requi renents, and fees determined as provided in RCW 43.70.250 and
43. 70. 280.

(2) Certification as a public health dental hygienist is subject to
t he provisions of the uniformdisciplinary act, chapter 18.130 RCW on
the sane grounds as a license for practice. However, any action taken
by the secretary with regard to certification as a public health dental
hygi eni st does not affect the license to practice, unless there is a
separate action taken with regard to the |icense.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. (1) Dental hygienists certified as public
heal th dental hygi enists under section 2 of this act under an approved
practice protocol devel oped under subsection (3) of this section may
assess for and apply sealants and fluoride treatnents for clients of
comunity clinics, mgrant and comunity health centers, triba
clinics, and public health dental prograns.

(2) A dental hygienist certified under section 2 of this act shal
ensure that each patient for whomthe dental hygi eni st applies seal ants
or fluoride treatnments has the opportunity to be exam ned by a denti st
within six to twelve nonths after the application of the seal ant or
fluoride treatnent.

(3) A dental hygienist certified under section 2 of this act shal
establish a practice arrangenent through a practice protocol with one
or nore dentists licensedinthis state. The practice protocol entered
into by the dental hygienist and a dentist nust be signed by both
practitioners, approved by the dental quality assurance comm ssion, and
filed with the secretary.
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NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. The departnment of health, in consultation
with the University of Washi ngton school of dentistry and upon approval
of the higher education coordinating board, shall develop an oral
health assessnent educational program to be required as additiona
training for licensed dental hygienists who apply for a dental
hygi eni st public health certification. The course nust include a
training on the assessnent of teeth and oral tissues anong the
underserved for the purpose of planning and adm ni stering appropriate
preventive and disease control interventions within the scope of
practice. The course must include dental caries assessnent and
managenent, current science about the inportance of oral hygi ene and
the role of fluorides for maintaining proper oral health, oral cancer
det ecti on, and psychosoci al conditions and cul tural considerations that
inpact a famly’'s attitudes and behaviors about seeking dental
servi ces.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 1 through 4 of this act are each
added to chapter 18.29 RCW

NEWSECTION. Sec. 6. Sections 1 through 4 of this act expire July
1, 2003.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 7. The departnent of health shall report to the
| egi sl ature by Decenber 1, 2002, on the need to continue granting
certification as public health dental hygienists to dental hygienists.
The report shall identify alternatives to certifying public health
dental hygienists that neet the sane goals and objectives.

~-- END ---
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